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The Voice of the People 15 the
Voice of God

Springvitle, Nov, Q010 R
To the Officers and Members of the Church of Jesus Chrisi ol
Latter-day Saints. of the Utah Stake of Zion,
My Dear Drethren and Sisters:

T feel impressed in answer to praver. to appeal unto you for aid in
this hour of nced, as sonfe of you are aware | have been tryviny for
vears to know what privileges | have in exercizing t7~ wiit o the
iospel. People are appealing to me to exercise the g of hending.
Giod in his goodiess has blessed me wiih this gift many times. | feel
that the people have the right and privileze to <cek these wiftz and i
is the duty of the elder holding these gifts to cultivate the same. No
one has a right to hinder a giit of God. Christ savs<: "1 a man has
a talent he should multiply it7 and in order o Jdo this he shoulid
respond to these calls. Thau it has been the custom and practice of
the elders of the church =ince its organization in 1830 to answer
these calls and there has never been any geographical lines restric:-
ing a man to his own ward or stake.

T have instructions {from the first presidency that it ix my duy
and privilege to oo whereever called to do good. and this is why 1
have been answering these calls, secking unte the Tord for inspira-
tion and aid, alwavs giving all praise, honor and glory unto Him.,
Hundreds of people in the church and a number outside the church
know that God has been with me in this work, and that aih and
love and harmony and gouod icllowship are the results that inllow
these gifts.

Faith bewets faith, life hewets life, Light hegets hght. Tove bevets
love. and all that are present when these gifts are made maniiest are
mare or less inspired by Fis divine love, and that peace and harmo oy
follow. and at no time or place has there been any bad resnliz only
when opposition came. My experience is that the healing nover
leaves when the union ix broken. I we want the spirit of €7 -1 to
dwell with us we must have charity, which s the divine love -0t
The greatest commandment iz to love the Lord, thy God. with i
thy might. mind and strength. and the next and cqual unto it is
love thy neighbor as thyseli.

Book of Moroni. chapter 7. paragraphs 4 and 3:

And now my brethren. [ judge these things of yvou because ol
vour peaceable walk with the children of men, for I remember the
word of God. which saith. By their works ve shall know them. For
if their works be good, they are good also.
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o Far F!('h“i-ll. Gl hath said, a man being evil cannot do that
\\‘-hu‘h is good. Tf he oifereth a gift or praveth unto God except he
siall do it for real intent, it profit him nothing, ,

12 _ Wherciare, all things which are good cometh of God: and
r{w:n \\'hIC]I‘IF evil cometh of the devil, for the devil is an enemy unto
Giend, and fighteth against Mim continually and inviteth and enticeth
foosin and to do that which is evil continually.
. 14. \\'hcr.cfmjc. take heed, my beloved brethren. that you do not
Indze that which is evil to be of God or that which is good and of
Croel 1o be of the devil.

180 And now, my brethren, secing that ye know the light by
whicl: ve may judge. which is the light of Christ. see that you do not
Jhudre wrongiully, for with that same judgment which ve judge ve
=hall alsa he judged. ’

Iitherta T have refused to permit or allow the healing under my
hameds v he pnblished, but inasmuch as T have heen misjudged, and
Ay ankind things have been said, and light has been made of mv
worlk 1 feel justified in calling vour attention to a few of these testi-
meomies thai T had compiled to present to the Stake Presidency and
Iigh Council at my trial. -

I claim that T should be judged by my works. and that those
whao know of them should be my witnesses and not those who know
not ni them.

I think that the following testimonials are verv germain to mv
ciase and shauld have heen accepted at the time of trial, and should
have been made a part of the evidence in my case. but they refusedl
to admit of the same. At the time of trial when these evidences were
presented President Keeler admitted that the sick were being healed
hut said that T would have to stap healing the sick.

Following are a few of the many testimonies:

Salt Lake City, June 27, 1908.
Biro. Tas. E. Hall.

Dear Brother: Is is now more than two years since friends told
me of the wonderful gift of healing the Lord had given you and
brought von to administer to me. T was then lving upon my bed
sufiering with nervous prostration. had not left my room for seven
months and could not walk across the room : could not have a person
talk to me. T was to weak to direct the children in their home duties.
Many times T had been administered to by the Elders and Sisters and
feel that through their administrations I was strenghened.

Dr. L. B. Young told me soon after I was stricken that no doctor
on earth could heal me but the power of God would. You admin-
istered to me in the presence of my children and others and com-
manded me in the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ. to go that same
evening, which was Sunday, to meeting and partake of the sacra-
ment. We were then in the Second ward branch. After some hesi-
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tancy on my part. 1 promised vou that 1 would go. which T did, and
have never been deprived of attending ny sacrament meeting since.

I feel to testify that only through the power of God am 1 living
today. You never asked for remuneration. but if 1 could do what 1
would Tove to, T would not only give hundreds, but thousands of
dollars to these who thus spend their lives.

ALy faith has increased ten-fold. [ have learned that 1 must show
by acis ar works my faith. Your talk in my home has increased e
faith of my children with your administrations to them. as they have
also been healed. You have also increased faith in my neighbors,
Two sisters who live near me are in the country for a week, or thev
would have sent a letter with nie. as thev have expressed a wish tn
hear testimony of veur good works.

You related the first vision of the Prophet Joseph Smith to me
the first time you blessed me: also his testimony of having seen an
angel. The latter was so impressed upon me that I felt for the time
I. too. could see the Prophet declaring this testimony to the people.

I pray that the Lord may be with you that nothing may come to
destroy vour usefulness in the earth, but increase your good works
aud raise up friends to you.

Yours sincerely,

JULIA S, WOOLLEY,
1169 S. Third East. Salt Lake City.

Spring City. July 6, 1908.
To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that when a girl of eighteen vears of age, 1 re-
ceived an injury, by falling, which caused ill health and much suiier-
ing, at times.  After marriage these conditions became more aggra-
vated, until my fifth child was born. when, through additional in-
juries, I became bedfast. The doctor said an operation was neces-
sary. Hearing of Bro. James E. Hall, of Springville., being in our
city, my husband sought Brother Hall, and he, together with a num-
ber of our leading brethren. administered to me, promised me if I
would put my trust in God, I would get well. [ continued to improve
until 1903. with similar circumstances brought about similar results.
For four long months I was in this lamentable condition, when we
wrote to one of our best physicians, Dr. Allen, in Salt Lake City.
On reply found he was in California, would return in two months,
and perform an operation, which I would have to undergo. In
despair I asked my husband to send for Brother Hall. He consulted
our Bishopric, also the President of our Stake; they were all perfectly
willing Brother Hall should come. My husband, Brother Hall, and
a number of our brethren united in seeking God in my behalf. The
day after he came I sat up for some hours, and continued to sit up
and improve. It was nearing the time for our quarterly conference.
I asked Brother Hall if he thought I would be able to go to confer-
ence in three months. He prophesied 1 would go to this conference.
I did go; rode six miles in a buggy, and listened to the inspired words
of the servants of God, which was sweet to me. Returned home with-
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out injury and continued to improve rapidly. In less than two weeks
I started to do my own housework and continued to get better.
Although the last doctor that waited on me assured me there was
nothing according to science that would save me an operation. I also
was very large with surplus flesh and bloated around my body, while
my limbs were poor and slender. I weighed 192 pounds. Brother
Ifall blessed me for this affliction. I now weigh 164 pounds. This
This is an astonishment to many who knew my condition. I have
heen asked what kind of medicine I was taking to cause this great
change. T told them I was not taking any medicine; it was through
the blessings of the Lord, through His servants,

When we sent for Brother Hall, $5.00 was sent to pay his fare;
when he arrived he had 40 cents left, which he desired us to receive
back. Brother Hall has very reluctantly received any financial aid
irom us. What he has accepted is not worth mentioning. We feel
that by the blessings of God. through Brother Hall, we have been
saved much suffering and heavy doctor bills.

T am now the mother of eight beautiful living children, for which
I fecl to praise God; also for His mercies to me in giving me health
and strength to do my own housework, including the sewing and
washing, with only the help of my little children. I am also able to
do a little public work that I have been asked to do. Once I was weak
and helpless, now 1 am strong and able, all through the blessings of
God. :

. We all look upon a visit from Brother Hall as a ray of sunshine,
his actions and words have been those of purity; always of an ele-
vating nature. Qur children love him; his influence has caused a
deeper appreciation of the beautiful Gospel, and a love for the
brethren who hold the Holy Priesthood.

If it is necessary I can give more testimony regarding Brother
Hall's blessings in our family. We trust the mission of Brother Hall
among the sick will not be impeached.

Yours respectfully,
MARY A. BENSON.

I certify that the statement of my wife is true, and I know that
Brother James E. Hall is a gifted man. Have seen many persons
healed through has administration.

NELS, BENSON.

Provo City, June 29, 1908.

- Having been requested to bear my testimony to the power of
healing. by a servant of God, by the name of Brother Hall, of Spring-
ville. 1 was troubled with my foot and up to my knee. I got my
foot crushed in the first place in between the reach and swaybar of
a wagon. I was under doctprs for over a year and a half, and had
to walk with crutches. I heard of Brother Hall, that he had the
power of healing, I sent for him; he came to Provo and called on
me; annointed my foot and knee. I felt quite a relief, but I could
not walk without crutches. He came back and annointed my foot
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and knee the second time, still better than at first. I got him to
come the third time; he annointed the parts afflicted, and pro-
nounced a blessing upon me by the power of God that 1 uould be
made whole, and from that time I have not used the crulches, but
have increased in strength in my leg daily.

1 give my Heavenly Father the praise for all His blessings to-
wards me; He has brought me through many troubles and trials in
my lifetime. This is my testimony that Brother Hall has the power
of healing the sick in the name of Jesus. Amen.

GEORGE MELDRUM,
Provo City, Utah.

y Huntington, Utah, Feb. 21, 1905.
Anthon H. Lund, President.’

Dear Brother: I am reasonably well satisfied that you know
Elder Jas. E. Hall, of Springville. 1 had heard a good deal about his
healing of the sick and afflicted by the power of the Priesthovd.
Among other wonderful healings was a woman in the last stage of
dropsy, and a man with his face full of cancers. The witnesses tu
those cures are right here in this settlement. Both cases were given
up by the doctor.

I have a girl thirteen years old that has been afflicted with
epilectic fits since birth. she also had running sores on her leg for the
last {ifteen months. I had her administered to by the local elders
a number of times without any effect. I also tried local doctors and
specialists, but all without effecting any cure. I finally made up my
mind after consulting with Pres. R. G. Millar and Bp. Nixon to sen
for Elder Jas. E. Hall. from Springville. It was also through the
continual pleading of my little girl that I sent for Brother Hali.
Well, her leg which was ver ypainful and full of running sores, is
well today by the power of the Priesthood under the administration
of Brother Hall. In less than one hour from the first anointing it
was a sound limb and her fits are getting so much better that we are
in hopes of a perfect cure before Brother Hall leaves here.

Now comes the cause that I write to you. After Brother Hall
had been here a few dayvs there came a rumor that Brother Hall was
not in harmonv with the Presidency of his Stake; as near as I can
learn, because he wa stold not to go outside his ward to administer tc
the sick. I have always been taught that there is diversities of gifts
bestowed on the Priesthood, on some the gift of prophecy, on others
the gift of healing, etc. If that is so, which I believe we all agree
on, then is that special gift of healing, for instances, circumscribed
by ward line, or Stake line? or it is like in the times of the Apostles?
They administered in the name of the Lord wherever they were
called or the Spirit directed them?

Now the main point in this, suppose that Elder Hall should not
be in harmony with the Presidency of his Stake, through local jeal-
ousy or other causes, would that hinder him in administering to the
sick by the power of the preisthood, or let me ask you, Brother Lund,
has the Stake Presidency got the right to take away from my little
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girl or others that have received blessing from his administrations,
tor 1 can assure you that there are many in this part of the Lord’s
vineyard that have been blessed and healed through his administra-
tions. I do know that Brother Hall did not come here for the sake
of gain, for he never makes any charges nor neither does he take any
honor to himseli, as he makes everybody understand that the glory
and the honor belorigs to the Lord.
| direct this letter to you because I know you and I am satis-
fied that you know Brother Hall.
I.xpecting you to answer the above points at your earlies con-
venience, 1 am your brother in the Gospel,
CHRISS JOHNSON,
Huntington, Utah.

Manti, July 2, 1908.
Jas. E. Hall.

Dear Brother: In the year 1904 I had the misfortune to sprain
my foot very severely and 1 called in the doctor, after trying all the
home remnedies that my wife and neighbors could think of, but in
spite of the doctor and home treatment my foot gradually got worse
until apparently blood poison set and it was only by the use of a
crutch that [ was able to move from one place to another.

My ueighbor's wife, Mrs. Y. B. Tatton, came over to see how I
was getting along one day and in conversation with her she told me
and my wiie that Brother Hall from Springviile was in town and
wotld be at her place that evening, and that he was in possession of
great power of healing by the laying on of hands by the power of the
Priesthood and in the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ. In the even-
ing I went to sec you, Brother Hall, the same evening as I had had a
talk with Sister Tatton in the day, and my first impression when 1
saw vour conduct was that you was a man of great faith and that by
being administered to by you that I would receive a blessing. I can
testify to you and to the world that through your administration unto
me that 1 was instantly healed of my affliction and that he last time
that I had any use for my crutch was when I went to the chair that
you placed on the floor for me to sit down in while you was adminis-
tering to me. After your administration you told me to get up and
walk and I did and without the use of my crutch, which I had been
obliged to use for weeks previous to that time.

Dear Brother, I hope that the Lord will spare your life for many
vears and that you may be able to go out among the people and ex-
“ercise the gift of healing a many sufiering humanity.

Yours truly,
G. H, MADSEN.

Manti, Utah, July 1, 1908.
In the year 1901 I was hurt by a fall from a wagon and my nery-
ous system was a complete wreck.
I saw many doctors and they said that my nervous system was
paralyzed and that they could do nothing for me.
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Was in bed in that condition for three years, expecting to die
at any time.

Did not know anything about Brother Mall until he came to
Manti on business in 1904, ‘

There was a boy came to our house and said that Brother Hall
was in town.

My wife went out and hunted him up. He came to my home
and he promised me that I should get up and live. He worked with
me for four days and administered to every nerve. I got up out of
bed and have never had to lie in bed since. That is now four years
past. This is my truthful testimony about Brother Hall.

Respectfully yours, -
§ NEILS G. ERICKSEN.

Sterling, Sanpete Co., Utah, July 5, 1908.
Brother James L. Hall, Springville, Utah,

Dear Brother: I have heard of late that there are some who are
opposed to your going out among the sick and afflicted. I was very
sorry to learn of this, foer I am proud to speak of the wonderful mira-
c!es‘you have performed for myself and children. It is three years
ago since I first heard of Brother Hall. Four months previous to
this I got my leg hurt through a runaway. I was a cripple and had
to go on crutches. 1 could not step upon my foot at all. The doctor
said it would be a year at least, before I could use it. I had then
never scen Brother Hall, but felt in my heart if [ could see him, I
could get well through the power of God. Some wanted me to send
for him, while others thought it was foolish to think of such a thing,
and I knew not what to do. I humbled mysell before my Heavenly
Father and asked of him 'if Brother Hall is not the man he claims
to be, I should never be blessed by him. If he was a man of God,
that he would come down here, where I could be blessed by him
without sending for him. It was not long before some of my friends
sent for Brother Hall to come and see my sister, who was sorely
afflicted with milk leg. She was wonderfully benefitted as soon as
she was blessed by him. I was taken in a buggy down to my sister’s,
where I met Brother Hall. He administered to me and promised me
in the name of the Lord, that I should be made whole. I then rose to
my feet and walked on my leg as I did before I was hurt. He prom-
ised me 1 would have no more use for my crutches. I then walked
home, two blocks, without my crutches, and I have been well ever
since. \When my little children saw me coming home, they were
surprised and overjoyed to see me walking on my crigpled limb, and
they seeing what the Lord had done for me it has increased their
faith so much. They always ask for the Elders when they are sick.
A few months after this, my little girl 12 years old was taken si:k
with scarlet fever. We were quarantined and could not have the
Elders come and bless her. She begged of me to send for Brothr
Hall and said “If he will come, I will get well.” W tried to find
him by telephoning to Springville, but learned he was somewhere in
Sevier valley. She had been sick a week and was getting very low,
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aild we despaired of her life, and next morning we were afraid that
“eath had entered our door. She was then so low that she could
neither speak nor move. I told my brother that I wanted to find
lirether Hall if it cost me my home. He started out next meoerning
to hunt him and learned that Brother Hall was in town. We sent
lor him. He came and administered to her. After the annointing
and blessing, she raised herself up in bed and talked to us and asked
fur something to eat. She improved from that very hour, and in a
few davs was strong and well. Now, I could not express my feel-
ings in words; how thankful I was for what the Lord had done for
ns through Brother Hall. How he had stopped my aching heart, by
restoring my little child from pain and suffering and making her
well again. 1 fell as though thousands of dollars would never pay
Grother all for what he had done for me and mine, but instead of
him charging for what he had done, he remarked, “Give God the
praise and not me."”
From your loving sister,

MRS. MARGIA PETTEY.

Spring City, July 4, 1908.
Srother Jas. E. Hall, Springville, Utah.

It affords me great pleasure, Brother Hall, in knowing of the
healing influence that you exercised over me and over the sick and
depressed whom you come in contact with here in this little town.
May the blessings of [Heaven rest upon you for traveling without
purse or scrip, doing good to those that are in distressed circum-
stances. l'veding the orphan and remembering the missionary as
you are wont to do. No matter who you are or what you may be-
comes does not alter the fact that you were an instrument in healing
me when I was scarcely able to walk, through a previous disloca-
tion of a limh. [ want to testify here that after yon administered
unto me that I walked out of Aunt Hannah's house sound and well.
Have never had any weakness in my limb since, never had to use a
crutech, and can walk, run or dance as well as 1 ever could. I hope
Brother Hall, that you will always have a friend in God, as I believe
you have, and that your work of love may increase.

May you ever be true to yourself and true to your God and all
will be well in the end, is the wish of a (riend in the cause of truth.

VICTORIA ERICKSON.
. Sterling, Sanpete Co., Utah, July 1, 1908.

I, Mariah Jensen, do testify that I went through an operation
for a cancer in the breast and one year after there was a lump growing
in my arm which the doctors pronounced as a cancer and that I would
have to go through another operation. Brother Hall gave me a bless-
ing one year ago and it has not grown any more nor bothered me
since, and am well and hearty.

MRS. MARIAH JENSEN.

Manti, Utah, July I, 1908.
To Whom It May Concern:

I, Eliza Foscue. while visiting my daughter in Provo several
vears ago, had the misfortune to get so badly hurt that my daughter
feared a rib was broken. While I was suffering great pain, Brother
Jas. E. Hall, of Springville, happened to call. I asked him to admin-
ister to me and lie did so in the presence of my daughter and two
other sisters who happened to be in the house, He annointed my side
with consecrated oil, and through the blessing of God, I was healed
instantly, and the pain never returned.

I have known far mopre remarkable cases of healing under the
hands of Brother Hall and never saw him paid for his labors. al-
though I have wondered Jow he met the expenses of his travel to
and fro wheresoever he is called. I have been told that Brotiher
Hall is having trouble and being accused of irregular proceedure, and
of even worse things. I feel called upon to say that I never noticer
anything irregular in his administrations and in all my acquaintance
with him, 1 never saw nor heard the least suspicion of intmorality.
IHe always impresses me as a devout and humbie follower and faith-
ful servant of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

ELIZA FOSCUE.

Sterling, Sanpete Co.. Utah.

This is to testify that Brother Jas. E. Hall has given us more
faith in God than we ever had before.

I. Joseph Jensen, do testifv that I was afflicted with sciatic
rheumatism and was doctored for about nine months without relief
until I sent for Brother Hall and he helped me so that I was able to
do my work within a few days.

JOSEPH JENSEN.

Spring City, Utah, July 6, 1908.
Jas. E. Hall, Springville, Utah.

Dear Brother: As I heard that there was some dissatisfaction
about your administration among the sick, I take the liberty of writ-
ing you the following: By our request you have called and admin-
istered to different ones of our family in sickness of different kinds
of ailments and we have felt that we have been greatly blessed and
benefitted by your administrations and we have felt that you have
been endowed with the gift of healing. I have went with you to
administer with you on different occasions and have seen differen:
ones benefitted thereby. I have seen that you could create faith in
the people where it seemed but little was in them . I have heard you
say to people that you should praise the Lord for the blessings and
not Brother Hall. In fact, I never see that you took the honor of
healing to yourself and I never saw you do anything out of the ordi-
nary way in your administrations and know that many have been
blessed by your efforts.

Your brother,




10

Provo, Utah, April 25, 1903.
Mr. Jas. E. Hall .

Dear Sir: My wife is sorely afflicted and is very desirous that
vau should administer to her for the benefit of her health and know-
ing that you frequently come over to Provo we thought that we would
ask vou to call on your first visit. You are doubtless aware that she
went under an operation for internal cancer some months ago. It
scems that the cancer is still growing and the doctors say that they
can do nothing more, but we know that God is able through his ser-
vants to do all things and to some he has given the gift of healing
anid we have everv reason to believe that God will hearken to your
prayers ior my wife's complete recovery.

Tf vou can come we will greatly appreciate your kindness,

Very respectfully,
W. D. ALEXANDER,
91 W. Second South, Provo.

P. & Not knowing how you and President John have fixed
things. 1 took the liberty to speak to my bishop and he gave his con-
sent freely and also spoke to President John about it and he also
aave his entire consent. W. D. A.

Sterling, July 5, 1908.
Jas. E. Hall, Springville, Utah.

Dear Brather: As it has come to my notice the last few days.
rumors concerning vour faith and power to bless the sick and af-
flicted. T thought T would drop you a line or two in behalf of those
that suffer. You know that I, mysell, was very low with typhoid
prieumonia. and through the testimony of my nearest neighbor,
Sister Petty, my [olks 'phoned to Springville for Brother Hall and he
came as soon as he could get there. .\nd the minute he came and laid
his hands on my head I felt the power of the Lord go through me
from head to foot: I never felt such a penetrating power in all my
life, I was so nervous and I testify anvwhere and to anybody that 1
felt like a different woman. and began to mend from that very mo-
ment. He only stayed two hours; he promised me that I should live
and get well and strong, and that I should again become a mother.
through the mercy of God, which I am proud and thankful to say
has come to pass. I take pleasure in writing this. thinking tha:
some poor. sick soul might be helped through my great testimony,
as I was helped through my neighbor.

_ Sister Petty made a trip to Manti on purpose and insisted
on my husband and other members of the family to send for Brother
Hall. which I thank the Lord for today. In conclusion I will say
that never has he asked for one cent for making this trip nor even
hinted such a thing, but he always says give the honor and glory to
God.

MRS. GODLI RICHARDS.

Members of the family present at that time: Husband, E. R.
Richards; father, F. W. Snow; mother, Anna Maria Snow; sister,
Cristel Snow, ’
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AMurray, Utah, April 14, 1914
Elder James £ Hall, Springville, Utah.

Dear Brother: [Mow arc you getting along with vour work?
We have heard that you have been forbidden in your ward to sce
the sick. We hope that vou do not intend to cease going because
of this opposition. \We cannot think or consent in our minds to
have you cease coming to sec our little Helen. We have been wait-
ing a year now for you to take up your work again with her. We
have told vou all the time that we had no confidence in the high
council down there liberating you. \Ve have been almost vexed at
vou, Brother Hall, as miich as we love vou, for allowing those men
to keep you from exercisipg the gift that God has given vou. \Why
don’t you appeal to President Smith, as you have so much conii-
dence in him, he would not stand an outrage of this kind if he
knew it? \Why don't you appeal to the people, they certainly will
stand by you? WWhat are the people of Springville and neighborhood
doing that they do not make a protest against this outrage? \Why
don’t you sue them beiore the court for scandalizing your name and
character?

We have been acquainted with you for the last fifteen vears
and have never heard anyone speak evil of you or against your work
until the high council of your stake sent a letter to the presidency
of this stake to warn the people against you. Since then people
have been saying a great many things against you, because they
have been given a license to do it. The teachers even entered our
home and told us that we should not have you come there and ad-
minister to the sick. \We asked them if they knew you and knew
anything about vour work. and if not why they should be warning
people against vou, and they could only say that it was orders. It
seems to us that it is they who have caused all the disturbance
among the people and not you. Just two weeks before this letter
came out from the presidency. vou were here and administered to
a man in this ward. who was lying at the point of death. wn the
presentce of the bishop of this ward and a patriarch of another ward
and there was perfect harmony, and the consequence were that
the man was healed, and in two weeks hence they were warning the
people not to have vou in their homes. About that time we under-
stand that one Henry Harker, of the high council of this stake, made
this statement in the Taylorsville ward, “That Elder James E.
Hall had been going around healing the sick by the power of the
devil. and that you might just as well admit the devil mto your
home as Brother Hall." We are surprised that the bishop did not
rebuke him.

Are you going to allow these men to crush you by encouraging
people in scandalizing your character? Why don't you refer them
to the Mormon creed and tell them to mind their own business?
They are not only interfering with your business, but with ours,
as we claim the right to call in any elder that we desire to admin-
ister in our home, and it is no more their business than if they at-
tempted to dictate what doctor we should have, We know that you




have the gift of healing and we claim that thesé gifts are given for
the benefit of the people and they have no right to interfere with
you. They are interfering with our worship, and are going against
one of the articles of faith of the Mormon church in which it says:
“We claim the right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of our own conscience, and allow all men the same privi-
lege, let them worship how, where or what they may.

Brother Hall, you cannot afford to bury this gift. We not
only need vou for little Helen, but in our home. Your visits have
inspired faith in our home and in our neighbors. We have had more
faith in the Mormon doctrines since you came into our home than
ever before, and we know that through your faith and teachings you
have caused people to lead better lives, have prayer in their home
when they never did before, caused people to go through the tem-
ple. and made men have faith and believe in God who had their
doubts that there ever was a God. Helen, who was afflicted with
paralysis when she was three years old, has developed into woman-
hood through vour faith and prayers, and we believe that if you can
take up your work again with her and be let alone that she will be
able to throw away those braces and crutches and walk, as you

promised her she would. Qur niece, who was here and had been

in the hospital for several months and the doctors told her she had
Lright’s disease and there was no cure for her, was instantly healed
by vou, and has been a well girl since. Qur brother, who had
chronic back trouble, was instantly healed by you just by silent
prayers, not by administration, as that was since you have been for-
bidden to go among the sick, and has never had a pain in his back
since. Mrs. Spotten, of Colorado, who had been on her back for
more than two years with tuberculosis of the spine, the dcctors
claiming that onc of the vertebrae had been entirely eaten out nd
that it was doubtful that she would ever recover, was made to get
up and walk through you administration and has since married
and is the mother of two children. This is a few of the wonder{ul
things we have witnessed. and Brother Hall. you cannet afford tc
give up this good work.

\We have heard that they have charged you with making mer-
chandise of your priesthood. This is an outrage. You have neven
made a charge after paying your railroad fare from place to place
and giving your entire time to the sick, and we know of many that
you have helped in different ways have never given you a dollar,
and we have often wondered how you lived if people have done no
more for you than we have. We have patronized doctors who make
their charges and spent hundreds of dollars for Helen and you have
done more than all else for everybody when we have called you and
you have never asked a cent for it, and we feel ashamed to think that
we have been able to do so little for you.

We beg of you again, Brother Hall, not to give up this work.
If you cannot come to our home, can you not take Helen to your
‘home in Springville. We have relatives there and could leave her
in Springville so you could see her occasionally. We feel that you
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are displeasing the Lord by neglecting this gift which God has
given you. We feel that you ought to exercise it even at the sacri-
fice of your standing, for God has given you a gift that they can-
not take away from you.

Now in conclusion we pray God to inspire you and to help an.i
sustain you. Follow the promptings of His spirit, Brother Hall.
and we feel sure that you will come out all right.

Hoping to hear from you soon and ever praying for your wel-
fare, we remain,

i Your sincere friends.

MR. AND MRS. C. 1. WHITE. |

Springville, Utah, Sept. 3, 1913.
To the Presidency and High Council of Utah Stake of Zion, Provo

City, Utah,

Dear Brethren: The Lord has said in a revelation to his peo-
ple if you have aught against your brother, go to him and make
known your grievances and be reconciled with they brother. Now,
I feel very much aggrieved and dissatisfied with the course vou have
taken in my case all along the line, from the beginning to the present
time. I grant the right and believe it to be your duty to watch over
and direct all the members of the church in your stake of Ziou. You
must maintain discipline and order that no member is exempt—all
must submit to the same rules and order. [ do not believe it is
just or fair to discipline and make a ruling applying to one clder
only, as you have in my case, and herein is the foundation of my
complaint.

I also believe that each member has God-given rights that 1
legislative body can interfere with and be justified by the law of
God ,nor the constitutional law of the land. Namely, the rec agency
of man and his right to worship God according to the dictates oi
his own conscience and 1 believe you have disregarded and encruacii-
ed upon these sacred rights in the discipline you have placed nie
on. Now, for some of the facts as I see them. In the first place
you restricted me to my own ward in the administering to the sick.
and granted all other elders the right to go wherever they were sen:
for. This matter was settled and I was granted the privilege of an-
swering the calls of the sick. Then went forth the crv that [ was
out of harmony, and you then requested my bishop to ask me o
resign as his first counselor. This he declined to do and stated
that “I would rather tender my resignation than to ask for his.” \nd
I would not resign until he requested it. This he finally did in order
that I might be at liberty to visit the sick wherever T was called.
You then began notifving the authorities in different stakes anl
wards that I was out of harmony with the priesthood. This was the
means of stirring up strife, for which you afterwards blamed me,
when the facts were, I was only answering the calls of the people



who sent for me, and in most cases they had counseled with their
bishops and presidents of stakes, and got their sanction and ap-
proval before sending for Brother Hall. And I have a number of
letters setting forth these facts. Now, I believe the people have the
divine right to call in any elder in our church to administer in their
family, and that right is not bound by ward or stake lines. Presi-
dent Jos. F. Smith said upon this subject in an editorial in the
Juvenile Instructor, “That a man is a master of his own household
and has the right to call in any elder he sees fit to administer in his
family and it was the duty and privilege of an elder to go when thus
called.”” 1 have instructions from-. President Snow through the
courtesies of Apostle Smoot wherein this question was asked:
“Brother Hall wants to know if he is called to any other ward or
stake to administer to the sick, shall e go or not?” And President
Snow answered, “If 1 was called I would certainly go and there
should be nothing to hinder Brother Hall or any other elder from
going anywhere to do good,” and further said, “That when a man
has a gift he should cultivate and not restrain it.” I remember very
well when I was called and set apart as counselor to the bishop,
the council given to the bishops and counselors present by President
Geo. Q. Cannon in the presence of Presidents 'Woodruff and Smith.
11 vour bishops have any one in your wards, or if an elder comes
into your wards that is capable of doing good in any way, do not re-
ctrain him but encourage him in doing good, and thank God for
<uch men.” I understand that all elders are equally in authority
when it comes to administering to the sick and we must admit thar
some have one gift and some another by the same spirit.

I have been taught from my early childhood that inasmuch as
God has given man his free agency, and in connection with it he
has igiven every man a gift or talent, and inasmuch as God has
eiven men a gift or talent “Severally as he will,” that the individual
is responsible to God for the use or abuse of the same, and that he
must not bury his talent but cultivate and add to the same, or he
will be called a slothful servant in the day of the Lord.” Now I
have said to your brethren as a justification for what I was doing.
that 1 was {following the promptings of the spirit when I have fol-
lowed these promptings; you brethren have chastised me; when I
disobey the Lord chastises me. Then you say in answer to this,
“That men are often led by false spirits.” And I must admit it and
it seems to me that all must admit this to be true. Nevertheless,
we must also admit that all men are entitled to individual inspiration
and revelation to guide them in whatever calling God has called
tliem to, and if God has given a person a special gift, that person is
entitled to inspiration in exercising that gift. Then as men are
prompted by good and evil both, how are we to know which spirit
is working the mind of man? Jesus said, "By their fruits ye shall
know them.™ Do men gather [ruit from thorns or grapes from thistles?
In the days of Christ, James and John said, “Nlaster, we found one
healing the sick and casting out devils that was not one of us and
we forbade him.” And Jesus answered, “He that is not against us
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is for our part.”” And he also said, “That all good gifts and good is
of God.” Now when I have tried to present the fruits of my labor
as justification, you have rejected the testimony of our brethren
and sisters and said, “\We admit the sick are being healed, but you
have got to quit healing the sick.”

And vou finally ruled that 1 must cease my labors among the
sick. At that time vou claimed no jurisdiction outside of Utah Stake
of Zion. For a time 1 quit going altogether, then you consented
that | could go to administer to Sister Hyde in Salt Lake City, then
1 continued answering the calls outside of Utah Stake of Zion.
People said, "It was uniair for me to refuse my neighbor, at the
same time to can;ilme to labor among the sick.” I finally got an in-
terview with President Smith and council. I found they had been
misinformed in regard to my labors. At that time I proposed to
them that inasmuch as I was out of harmony with the brethren of
Utah Stake, if they. the First Presidency, standing at the head m
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, would assume the
responsibility and ask me to bury my giit and cease my labors alto-
gether among the sick and I would do so. provided that I had the
privilege to so inform those who sent for me, The answer was,
“\We dare not do that." Then what shall I do? And their answer
was, “Go back to the Presidency and lligh Council of your Stake
and ask them to reopen the case and enter inw a compromise so
that you can be in harmony and continue your labors among the
sick” This T did. And vou refused to reopen the case. So when
the First Presidency would not advise me to quit, and the people
were continually calling on me, I felt it was my duty to continue my
labor outside of Utah Stake. Thus I continued going for four and a
hall yvears. During that time I have been called to many wards and
stakes of Zion, and have administered to thousands of people. and
so far as | know was in harmony with presidents of stakes.
patriarchs, High Councilmen and bishops of wards. They aided me
in administering and in some instances counseled the people to send
for ‘Brother Hall

No opposition or vbjections to my labors anywhere anly where
word cante that I was out of harmony with the priesthood of my vwn
stake. Then came the citation requesting my appearance and give
cause why I should not be disfellowshipped for contempt. At that
time you claimed jurisdiction outside of Utah Stake. T did not
think you had. or have such jurisdiction. Ii you had. why did you
not advise me? And how is it that you have not as individuals taken
up a labor of love with me and tried to show me wherein | was
wrong, instead of waiting and watching for an opportunity to justily
you in cutting me off from the church? You have rebuked me
severely several times, and why have you not followed the counsel
of the Lord wherein he has said, “After rebuking a man as mave:
upon by the Holy Spirit then extend unto him more love than cver
least he think you are his enemy."”

In ruling that I must cease my labors altogether amony the
sick, outside as well as inside of Utah Stake, and prohibiting me
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from administering to the sick in my own home, in my ward or
throughout the world, you are assuming 2 responsibiltiy the Presi-
dency of the church said they dare not do. The prophet of the Lord
has said. “Woe unto them who hinder or deny the gifts of God."

Now, brethren, I will be frank and say to you if I had followed the |

promptings of the spirit and my own conscience I would have been
a Daniel and went into the lion’s den rather than cease praying to
the God of Israel in behalf of his afflicted children.

Do you realize what you have requested and required me to do
in order to save my standing in the church? I am conscience-smitten
to think that I agreed to cease being the good Samaritan. Under
the requirement and agreement if one of my neighbors was dying
and he should call me to his bedside, and God should give me power
to save him and in my great sympathy I should exercise that power
and my neighbor was healed, then I would forfeit my standing in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I believe it was
cruel, unjust and beyvond your jurisdiction to make that require-
ment, and 1 look upon myself as a coward for agreeing to it, and in
a measure sanctioned this unjust ruling, but you said you were
following the counsel of the brethren placed over you and my
friends were urging me to submit rather than lose my fellowship,
and valuing my standing more than life, under this excitement and
conditions, and not having time to think, I have done that which I
would not do in my sober moments. Now, brethren, don’t you think
somcthing should be done to relieve me of this strain? These dif-
ferences must be adjusted in some way. I feel that I cannot stand
the pressure much longer. My character and standing may be of
little consequence to you, but to me, my family and friends, it is be-
yond price. Jesus said, “He that seeketh to save his life shall lose
it. and he that loses his life for my sake, shall find life everlasting,
and he that acknowledges me before men, him I will acknowledge
before my [Father in heaven.” And my testimony is that our church
is the wark of God, that Jesus is the Christ, and that Joseph Smith
is a prophet of the living God, and by the same spirit that I testify to
this truth. I know that God has been with me in my work, and this
is why I said to you that I did not ask {or mercy, only want justice.
The Lord says, “Esteem your brother as yourself.” Now I ask if
my character is not worthy of some respect from you? I know that
I am full of weaknesses but with all my faults I have been true to
my covenants and the records will bear me out in this assertion,
and I have paid a full tithing all my life. I have supported the prin-
ciples of the gospel, fulfilling the requirements that have been made
of me and that my integrity to the church and to the people whom
I have served has never been questioned. That there has never been
a call made for a trust imposed by the church, state or people but
what has been honorably filled to the best of my ability, and for the
betterment and uplift of the home, church and state, and that the
example has been cousistent with the trust imposed, especially in
the cause of temperance and prohibition.

Now,.my brethren, I ask if there is not some way we can agree
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and our differences be adjusted without my losing my standing.

am asking nothing at<your hands only peace and the privilege of
doing my duty to God and man as I see it. I do not want to en-
croach upon your rights or anyone else. 1 am willing to bury the
past, live for the present and prepare for the future. I believe I can
be of some service to you and I am sure I can do more good with
your blessing than without it. I want to say that I have no ani-
mosity in my heart towards any of God’s children, but I feel verv
much aggrieved. Yet I can forgive men who trespass against me in
order that I may be forgiven. We are engaged in the work of God,
our banner has been raised to all .he world. Christ’s banner, “Peace
on earth, good will to man.” Our cause is a common one. Jesus sail
to his apostles, “Except ye be one ye are not mine.” We cannot ex-
pect to be in touch with the spirit of the Lord if we have conten-
tions in our heart. We must have harmony in order to put forth our
best energies. Our mission is not a selfish calling. We want to and
must serve the Lord. He said, “Without faith you cannot please
him and without faith we cannot be saved.” My first duty is to
God as I see it. The greatest commandment is “Love the Lord, they
God, with all thy might, mind and strength.” And the next great-
est and equal to it is “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”” My experi-
ence has taught me that if [ expect the spirit of the Lord to be with
nmie as my constant companion, I must love all of God's children and
in order to do this, I must have sympathy and charity for alt and
as far as possible be a servant to all. I believe it is my duty and
privilege to go wherever 1 am called to administer to my neighbor
or any of God’s children as I have to bless my own wile and family.
When they said to Jesus, “Your mother, sister and brother awaits
vou outside,” he answered, “Who is my mother, sister and brother?
They who keep the commandments.of God.” I have never felt like
myself or any other elder should be bound by geographical lines in
administering to the sick. I believe I ought to be free to go wher-
ever I am called. This is in keeping with the spirit of Christ and
the doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, as
I have been taught them. And these are God-given rights in which
we are all equal. If we take away the free agency of man, and deny
him inspiration and revelation and the divine right to know all
things pertaining to his individual salvation and exaltation, then yvou
sap the foundation upon which our church stands. The house of Gud
is a house of order. I believe in discipline, but I do not believe in
coercion or blind obedience. You and 1 have cestain privileges
which must be respected. You say “I have abused my privileges.”
I frankly admit that I might have been unwise or indiscreet but [
have not knowingly encroached upon the rights of others or assumed
anything which does not belong to my calling as a servant of the
Lord, nor violated any of the laws of the church. You charge me
of making merchandise out of my priesthood. This 1 emphatically
deny. At no time or place have I ever made a charge for visiting or
blessing the sick, or even hinted that I expected something for serv-
ices rendered. You ask “Haven't you advertised and claimed to be
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“Never.” .I.realize that all honor and glory belongs unto the Lord
and that it is His power by which the sick are healed, and by no
other power, and that no man can do these things exéept God be
with him. Does it look consistent that God, being a jealous God
that he would continue to aid a man if that man was robbin him
and was taking the honor unto himself? You ask, “You wbelievge anlcl
practice local annointings and this is€ontrary to the rules and order
of the church.” If this be true, how long since? , The brethren and
sisters have been using the oil locally as long as I can remember. I
have been taught the use of it in this way as long as I can rem;:m-
prer. My dear old mother (God bless her memory) used to u-e i
locally and teach her children that it was God’s remedy coupled with
the prayer of faith for ailments that the flesh was heir to. I remem-
ber when I was a good sized boy that I cut my knee-cap in two ang
unjointed my leg sufficient to let the joint water all out. Mother
filled the waund with holy oil and bound up the limb; we have no
other physician but God, and my limb and joint is |;erfect today.
When my mother was sixty years old she fell and broke her leg and
at the request of her and my father 1 annointed the broken parts with
holy oil, saw, heard and felt the bones go together and she was walk-
ing on her limbs again in twenty minutes after the accident, and there
are hundreds of testimonies along these lines, and you sa); it is con-
trary to the laws and rules of the church. This is something new
to me, and if I am out of harmony through local annointing then
hundreds of the brethren and sisters are also. “We charge yo?l with
stirring up strife among the people by going from ward to ward
healing the sick.™ If the sick are healed I don't see why the Saints
should be divided over it. Is it not in keeping with the faith of the
Saints? Is it not in keeping with the laws of God? And if God
heals the sick, do we dare question his right to do s0? Though the
elder wfiiciating does not belong to the ward or stake where the
sick are healed. I a man is out of harmony with the priesthood in
healing the sick. why dves God honor that man's priesthood by heal-
ing the sick through him, and the people are saying, “Why shouldl
anyone object to the sick being healed, no matter \z::l"lether the per-
son belongs to the Mormon church or not who is performing the
miracle. and if all good is of God, then we should be willing to ac-

cept of the good and give God the glory therein. The Prophet Josephi

said, “We should accept of good. ne matter from what source it
comes or who brings it.” This reminds me of an incident where a
woman was praying the Lord for bread; boys passing along the side-
walk allld hearing the woman’s prayer, one proposed they answer the
woman's prayer by going and buying some bread at the baker’s and
taking it to her, saying, when delivering it to her, “Old woman, here’s
your bread.” Her answer was “That the Lord sent it, if the devil had
brought it. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” These questions are
in the minds of a good many people and should be settled so that

“there would not be so much contention. Now, brethren, has it not

occurred to you that you are somewhat to blame for the misunder-
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ut word that Brother Hall is out of harmony

with the priesthood? I believe it to be true in a measure at least.

These facts are very plain as a result of the last letter you sent out.

and this to me is “the unkindest cut of all.” After I had agreed to

tease my labors altogether among the sick, and supposed therein 1

would be restored to harmony and retain my fellowship, then you

take more pains than ever to declare me out of harmony, licensing

the brethren to speak evil of me, stirring up ten times more strife

than before. One of the High Councilmen in the «..anite Stake

a fast meeting in the Taylorsville ward made this statement, “That
James E. Hall had been going around healing the sick by the power
of the devil and that you might just as well invite the devil into
your home as Brother Hall." Now I complained to his bishop about
this and called the attention of the president of the stake to that un-
truth. He, President Frank Y. Taylor, said, “That the presidency
of the Utah Stake had notified them that 1 was out of harmony and
they thought it was their duty to warn the people against me. One
family ordered the teachers out of their home. They said they had
been sent there by the bishops to warn them against Brother Hall.
Their answer was vou have no right to dictate to me who we shall
call in our house to administer to our sick. No matter from whai
source these instructions come. 1 claim that you are respunsible
for this disturbance where 1 have been visiting the sick in these
wards for years, and had no trouble before you cried "Dad dog”
until some are crying “Mad dog.” This is only the beginuing ul
the wrong that has been done. My wife and some of my children.
relatives and friends declare that they don't want anything more to
do with the Mormon church, if this is the reward that comes to a
man who has served the church and people all his life. Now, where
is the justice in it at least? Dut this does not effect my [aith indi-
vidually ; I am not pinning my faith upon the actions of men and |
am thankful that I can see man’s weaknesses and still acknowledge
them as servants of God: but I realize that there is a serivus mis-
take somewhere, and as sure as there is a God in Licacvn, sumeone
will be held responsible. | have given the best energics of my life
in answering the calls of the sick and afilicted and trying tu comioe
the mourner. and have only been doing that which I believe.to be
my duty, I have spent days and weeks along these lines without
one cent remuneration, neglecting my personal affairs, “Seeking first
the kingdom of God in his righteousness,” trusting in God. living
by faith, believing that God means what he says, “That to them
who have faith, all things are possible” And that “His providence
is over all.” Delieving in his goodness and mercy, knowing that il
1 did my part all would be well in the end. He alone knows my
heart and He alone has a right to judge me in all things.

I have had much joy in visiting the sick. I have felt at times
rich in very deed. And so far as my work is concerned along these
lines. I have no regret for the past; but I begin lo feel like Paul
expressed himself, “That if in this life only we had hopes, that we
of all men would be most miserable.” 1 still have assurance thaz
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my Redeemer lives and that there is a record kept of the good and
bad we do, and that all men will finally be judged with a righteous
Judgment and will be measured according to opportunities and talent;
and where much is given much is required. The Lord has said. “He
that knoweth my will and doeth it not, shall be beaten with many
stripes, while he that knoweth not my will and doeth it not shall
be beaten with few stripes.” And we are told that we should not
fear him that can destroy the body but he that hath the power to re-
deem and restore all things and give unto all men according to their
work, so I cannot see why I cannot be in harmony with his chosen
servants on earth and at the same_time exercise the gift God has
given me. I want to retain my standing in the church, I have been
looking forward to a time when I could go in to God's temple and
do work for the living and the dead. The last words that my father
said to me and.my elder brother, “See that this work is done,” I
would still like the privilege of going to the altar and partaking of
the sacrament with the Saints. 1 realize that if you cut me off I
shall be deprived of these privileges that T value v'.rery much, and I
helieve that I have acquired the right, and have claim on these privi-
leges that should not be denied me. You can deal with my stand-
ing but you cannot take away my gift for that is of God and He alone
can take it from me. 1 have received so many favors at His hands
that I dare not disobey the promptings of His spirit, and though I
should go out of the church I shall still believe it my duty to do
good in the cause of the Lord. So long as He aids nie in doing so.

Now, brethren, as I said before, I want peace. If I know my
heart, I have no other desire only to do my duty to my church and
people. Is there not some way for me to harmonize myself without
ceasing my labors among the sick? Now, if you cannot see your
way clear in this join me in asking a higher court to settle the ques-
tion.

Asking God to inspire all who has to judge in this matter to aét
wisely and under the influence of God's holy spirit that right and
truth may prevail, “and that God’s will be done, not mine,”

Your humble brother in the Gospel of peace,
(Signed) JAMES E. HALL.

Springville, Utah, Sept. 6, 1913.
Joseph F_ Smith and Counselors,
- President of Prophets, Seers and Revelators of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Sale Lake City.

Dear Brethren: Inclosed find copy of a letter to the Presi-
dency and Fligh Council of the Utah Stake of Zion, in which I set
forth my side of the misunderstanding between us. If you have the
jurisdiction in this cause, and I feel assured you have, please look
into the matter at your earliest convenience. I realize that your time
is very valuable and I regret very much that conditions compel me

as I see my duty and privilege to make this appeal to you. I honor
the high calling that my brethren are called to, but I have lost confi-
dence, having made concessions four times for peace and harmony,
and have been disappointed, I have no hopes of getting justice at
their hands. The facts are questions of right and privileges between
the High Council and Brother Hall. They are acting as mv accusers
and judges, both. I believe their rulings are based on prejudices
and rumor. If I have any personal rights and privileges, they have
never acknowledged any. They have encroached upon the sacred-
ness of my own home, forbidden me the right to pray for, or bless
those that have come there for that purpose. After 1 have made all
the concessions that, they required of me, they are still holding me
under probation. I have no peace, rest nor hope under the present
conditions. T have been an outcast for years in my own ward and
state. Drother Keeler said to me years ago, “Go where you are
wanted; we don't want you here.” And the cry went up from the
High Council in the beginning, “Away with this healer; we don’t
want any healings: Iet him go to Denver. where the healers belong.”
Now. I love my mountain home, 1 was born in Provo and raised in
Springville, and desire to live here in peace. If they have no fur-
ther use for me. my friends have. and someone must scttle our dif-
ferences. I and many of mv friends are looking to the leading
authorities of the church to dictate terms of peace. As far as I am
concerned. it need not take much of vour valuable time to straighten
out this tangle. Make plain what my rights and privileges are, if the
gospel of the church guarantee me any. I don’t want any privileges
that do not belong to me as a high priest or elder in the church. bui
while I hold the priesthood I helieve it to be my divine right to have
the same privileges that other elders have; and thi sis denied me by
the Presidency and High Council, and I have been curtailed for the
last twelve years past. Don’t you think that it is time that the
matter is settled? 1 have sense enough to know that if the church
and its authorities make a general ruling. that I and every other
elder must and should abide by that ruling or take the consequences,
and this I am willing and anxious to do.

Your devoted friend and brother,
JAMES E. HALL.

Springville, Utah, Oct, 20, 1913.
Joseph F. Smith and Counselors,
Presidents of and Prophets, Seers and Revelators of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Salt Lake City, Utah.

Dear Brethren: Please find enclosed copy of a letter which I
had the privilege of copying at the courtesy of mv bishop, and this
is the reason I am writing you at this time; although I have been
anxiously waiting an answer to the letter I sent you dated Sept. 6th.



My bishop thinks you have dismissed the case so far as you are con-
cerned, and left it with the High Council. Now, brethren, I cannot
belicve this to be true. If you so intend it why have you not so in-
formed me and explained the reasons for doing so? Have you na
jurisdiction? Is President Keeler right when he says that there is
no appeal from their decision? Of course I understand that all High
Councils are co-equal in authority, and that they have full and com-
plete jurisdiction over all the members of their stake, and all who
reside in the boundaries of their stake, they have the right to call to
account. I also believe that they like all other men are liable to
ke mistakes, and may not always judge righteously or deal justly
with their brethren, and if a brother wham they have judged, is not
=atisfied with their decision. that he has a right to an appeal to the
First Presidency and that thev, the First Presidency, have a right
and authority to review the actions of all High Councils, and if they
iind errors and mistakes, they have full power to point out and cor-
rect the same. Now. in a letter to them dated Sept. 5th, of which I
zent you a full copy. 1 tried to make it plain that I was not satisfied
with the treatment that T had received at their hands and gave sev-
eral what I helieved to be good and sufiicient reasons for an appeal,
and begged for peace and harmony, and the privilege to worship God
and to excrcise the gifts of God in keeping with the dictates of my
own conscience : and claiming this divine right that inasmuch as God
had delegated His authority to me through the Holy Priesthood and
thiat an elder has full and complete authority to administer to the
sick. and that in this all clders are co-equal, and that it is the duty
of all elders in the church wherever and when called by the sick to
administer unto them, and that in doing this they were not violating
auy rules or principles of the gospel. but was only doing that which
God had required at their hands. and that they had covenanted tlo
do at the time of receiving the Priesthood. I believe if an elder is
honestly and faithfully doing his duty in this or any other calling,
that he should be encouraged and sustained by the church. Instead
nf being out of harmony with the brethren, he is entitled to their
blessings: and if God has given a man a special gift it should be used
in all honor to God and for the benefit of all of his children, regard-
less of creed or color. Being a gift of the gospel, and in this like
unto the gospel to be used for the henefit ot all who believes, they
receiving according to their fath. “Tor God is no respector of per-
sons.” I am contending for principle. In the beginning of our con-
-tentions, they, the High Council. restricted me to my own ward in
the administering to the sick. and I claimed the privilege of go’ng
wherever I was sent for, and this is why they declared me out of
harmony then, and this is why I am out of harmony now. I am also
forbidden to administer to the sick in myv own ward, yet I am in har-
mony with my bishop and have heen all the time and he needs my
help. and I am anxious and willing to help him, but President Keeler
won't consent to it. When I was acting as first counselor to the
bishop and was in perfect harmony with him and the bishop felt like
he needed my help so much, that when they requested that I be asked

to resign, he said, “I would rather tender my resignation than to
ask for his.” Yet the president of the stake kept up the cry out of
harmony until I resigned for the sake of peace and with the under-
standing that I would continue my labers among the sick. Did it
come? No. Was I restored to harmony? No. It only gave them
more liberty to cry out against me. Yet, why should I complain? I
brought these conditions on by seeking first the kingdom of God
and in doing so. neglected my business affairs, haven't engaged in
any promotion schemes, haven't established mysell in any business:
given over forty vears of my life in exercising a gift which God had
given me, thinking I was serving the Lord by serving the people.
Now, comes the Presidency and High Council in my stake acting in
the capacity of inspired servants of God. saying in doing what I have
done I have forieited my right to the priesthood and if 1 don’t guit
serving the Lord by serving the people, and repent and promise
to do so no more. that they will cut me off from the church. They
have been very patient and forebearing with me and while they have
never manifested any love or sympathy [or me, trving to show me
wherein I was doing wrong, vet they have done their full duty. ior
they have taken pains to send letters throughout the borders of Zion
notifving the authorities that they in turn might warn the people.
that the people might warn Brother Iall that he migh he sure and
know that he is out of harmony. So when we cut him off. our skirts
will be clear and he left without a just cause for complaint. In this
they claim they have a right to prohibit me from laboring among the
sick. I believe that thev are going beyond their jurisdiction in
doing so. 1. having broken no vow of the church. T ask how can a
man violate the laws of the church by lawiully performing an ordi-
nance of the church. This is the principle for which I am contend-
ine. They seem determnied to shun the question. If this can he
settled we won't be long in getting together. T state if they want to
be fair and just with me. why haven't they sent me a full copy o3
their letter to vou dated Sept. 25th, and a copy of your reply to them
dated Oct. 2nd. I you will furnizh me a copy of these letters I will
be very grateful. Why did they not write me instead of my bishap?
In this they have ignored me and treated me with contempt. Do
vou wonder that T have lost confidence? \Why should they object to
an appeal if they had been fair and just: they ought to be willing thar
1 should understand it. 1f I am wrong I want to be set right. | have
honestly tried to find a just cause for their actions. 1 have not been
able to do so. I again say that I have no hopes in the presidency of
my stake dealing fair with me. Of course we should get together and
settle our own difficulties and that I am still willing and anxious to
do, but so long as President Keeler and others take the stand that
they are infallible. and that all sin lies at my door, it is impossible.
and would only be a waste of time. They have asked me this ques-
tion, “Do you think that fifteen men can be wrong and one right?”
I say this may be possible from what the Lord said to the Prophet
Joseph, “All the Christian world was wrong in some of their religious
ideas.” Will refer you to D, C. section 121, paragraph 39. "We
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have learned by said experience that it is the nature and disposi-
tion of almost all men as soon as they get a little authority, as they
suppose, ‘they will immediately begin to exercise unrighteous
dominion.” And one of the Iligh Council said to me, “If you are
right and we are wrong, you must do as we tell you or we will cut
vou oif the church.” President Keeler insulted me the last time we

were together, by saving, “Go and start a church of your own if"

you want to.” I want to ask you if President Keeler or any other
man or set of men have a corner on this church? The gospel is for
the benefit of all of God’s childrzn and he has promised all who obey
the gospel and keep His commandments they shall always have His
spirit to lead them in the ways of all truth. Now, having a per-
sonal knowledge that this is the work of God, and having faith that
it is the true church of Christ and knowing that truth will prevail in
the end. it is unfair and unjust to insinuate that I ever thought of
leaving the truth and following false gods. I take this as an insult
and resent it with all the feeling I have. If I did not have an abid-
ing faith in the gospel, there would have been a parting of our ways
vears ago. but not pinning my faith on the actions of men and know-
ing that so long as I keep my covenants I cannot be robbed of my
priesthood nor the testimonies that I have received in exercising the
wifts of God, and if they cut me off from the church, so far as I know

_ it will be without a just provocation, and by the help of the Lord I

am determined to stay on board the old ship Zion. She will ride the
storms and be anchored in the havens of rest, and if they succeed in
throwing me overboard, I will still cling to and follow in the wake of
the ship for all will be well with them who endure faithful unto the

. end. I am charged with trying to steady the ark. I don’t think they

can cite one justance where [ have assumed to interfere with the
authorities or lifted my hand or voice against the priesthood. They
saw [ want to be a law unto myself and will not submit to discipline
This is not true. 1 am willing now and have been all along to submit
to the council and obey the calls of the priesthood. But I believe
it to be my duty to intelligently obey. To live so as to be in touch
with the work of God. To know the voice of the true Shepherd and
at the same time to be as free and independent in the use of my priest-
hood in my own place and calling as any other elder in the church.
The gospel teaches me that if I live a pure life and keep the com-
mandments of God, that I may become as perfect and free in my
sphere is God is in His. “For they are free indeed who God has made
free.” Now, because I claim it to be an elder’s privilege to go wherc
called to see the sick and I have been answering these calls, I have
taken upon myself a self-appointed mission. Now, is this fair or just
to make this charge? In the first place has not an elder authority to
administer to the sick and has not God counseled the sick to send for
the elders? And is this not a call from God instead of a self-appointed
call. And it is not interfering with the free agency of man in for-
bidding him from answering these calls? And are they not hinder-
ing the gilts of God by forbidding the exercising of them? Did they
not go beyond their authority when they made the requirement that
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I had to agree to quit going among the sick or lose my standing?
Denying me the privilege of administering to the sick in my own
home? Now, brethren, bring this home to yourselves. Suppose the
President and High Council of your stake make that requirement of
you, would you willingly submit to it? Now, I ask again if they are
not interfering with the free agency of man and has not
the Lord decreed that all of His children shall be free and
independent in their religious belief and equal in the exer-
cise of the same? If this be true, should His servants
interfere with these sacred rights? The Book of Mormon
makes it very plain that this is a chosen land above all other lands
and that the people residing on these lands shall have the privilege
of worshiping Him according to the dictates of their own conscience.
The Prophet Joseph has made this very plain. He says that the con-
stitution of our country was written by inspiration and is an inspired
document. It holds the individual rights of man very sacred and pro-
vides that no judicial or legislative body can be justified in encroach-
ing upon the individual rights of man. This land has several times
been baptised in the blood of patriots, to make plain the way aml
secure political and religious freedom to all alike. Joseph and Hyrum
and others of our church have already been sacrificed upon the altar
of religious liberty and our church was compelled in a hody to flee
to the mountains and away from Christian civilization and take up
their abode among savages for freedom and truth's sake. Now, while
we must maintain order and discipline in our church, it is the hounden
duty of all of us to submit to the rules and order of the church. Can
the church afford jo make a ruling conflicting with the free agency
of man. Can the High Council encroach upon these sacred rights
and not be called to an account? Can they, you or I, afford to main-
tain discipline at the sacrifice of principle? I believe it to be a duty
1 owe to God, my country and home to maintain these principles ai
any cost. I honor and sustain the High Council of my stake as judges
in Zion, but charge them with unrighteous judgment in my case. and
this reminds me. 1 want to call your attention to section 121 of the
Doctrine and Covenants, paragraphs 26 and 27: “The rights of the
priesthood are inseparably connected with the powers of heaven and
that the powers of heaven can not be controlled or handled only upon
the principles of righteousness. That they may be conferred upon
us it is true, but when we undertake to cover our sins or gratily our
pride or vain ambition or to exercise control or dominion or compul-
sion upon the souls of the children of men in any degree of unright-

. eousness, behold the heavens withdraw themselves, the spirit of the

Lord is grieved and when it is withdrawn, amen to the priesthood vz
authority of that man.” T believe that these paragraphs are very ap-
plicable to my case. Now, brethren, you know and I know that you
have the right to review the action of this High Council ; if they have
erred and made mistakes to correct them. I again ask that this casc
be reviewed and that I have the privilege of being at the reviewal
and also the privilege of introducing evidence that is very germanc
to the case which they have rejected. I still claim that by their fruits
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God says that you may judge them and that the people whom I have
been visiting should be permitted to give evidence in my case, in-
stead of those who know nothing of me. I will repeat again, I have

no hopes of the Presidency and High Council dealing justly with me,

And while I still honor their position and must submit to their
authority, their actions in the past has destroyed my confidence in
them. The feet cannot say to the head, “I have no need of thee,” nor
the head to the feet that “I have no need of thee.” And while the feet
must respect the head, the head should show some respect and love
for the feet. If you leave this case with them ,I fear they will compel
me to explain to the people and this I don’t want to do. I have
confidence in you, brethren; I feel assured that if you will look into
this matter carefully and under the inspiration of your high and holy
calling, that you will be able to bring peace and satisfaction to one
and all, Please grant to me at least a heart to heart talk and early
reply, which will be much appreciated.

Very respectiully, your friend and brother,
¢ JAMES E. HALL.

I regret very much that I have been cut off the church and feel
that it was cruel and unjust and not in keeping with the order of the
church and contrary to the evidence produced in the case. In appeal-
ing to you I desire to give a briefl statement of my case. (1l want to
emphasize the word “Brief”). In the first place I believe that the
High Council did wrong in attempting to regulate my work by con-
fining me to my own ward, and allow all others to go wherever called.
1 also understand that they had no jurisdiction in my case as I be-
longed to the bishopric at that time. 1 refer you to section 08, para-
graphs 22, 23 and 23 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

“And again, no bishop or high priest who shall be set apart for
this ministry shall be tried or condemned for any crime save it be
before the First Presidency of the church, and inasmuch as he is
found guilty before this Presidency by testimony that cannot be im-
peached, he shall be condemned ; if he repent he shall be forgiven ac-
cording to the covenants and commandments of the church,” )

Now so far as I know I have never been charged with any crime,
and if the Presidency and High Council of this stake have any testi-
mony to this end, that I have broken any law of God or man, they
have never produced it.

Now the order of the church is, as I understand it, if a man has
committed a crime or is under transgression, that his teachers should
take up a labor of love with him. Then if he does not repent, then he
shall be tried by the bishop’s court, this being the first court of trial
in the church. Now that I was a member of the bishop’s court it was
necessary in the order of the church that I be tried by the First
Presidency, after the teachers had labored with me. )

No officer or member of our church is exempt from his teacher.
\When I raised this question President Keeler claimed that the Presi-
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dency and High Council of a stake of Zion was co-equal with that
of the First Presidency of the Church, and that there was no appeal.
As I understand it there is an appeal. And believing that there is an
appeal to the First Presidency, and having asked time and again for
my case to be taken to them and having been denied this privilege.
and believing that the people should have a choice in the matter, and
that they have the right to approve of or reject the action of the
council. When President Keeler took the stand that there was no
appeal to the people, his answer was, “There used to be, but we don't
allow it any more.” He then compared his court to that of the
supreme court of the United States and that it was a rare case when
the supreme court tried a case from the beginning. Did any of you
ever hear of the supreme court of the United States trying a case be-
fore its having been first tried in the courts below? He further stated
that this was a very peculiar case, the Presidency and High Council
on one side and James E. Hall on the other, admitting as I take it, tha:
they were both my accusers and judges. Think of a man being tried
by a judge and a jury both of which had charged him with a crime,
and doing that to justify their action in curtailing his liberty, in the
exercise of the gift God had given. They claiming the right to curtail
and regulate me in a giit that God has given and I deny them that
right, thus encroaching upon my free agency. 1 claim the right to
go wherever called to administer to the sick. They deny me that
right. They have excommunicated me for exercising this privi-
lege. P.of G. Price, "Wherefore because Satan had rebelled against
me and sought to destroy the agency of man which I, the Lord God
had given him and also that I should give unto him mine own power,
by the power of mine only begotten, I caused that he should be cast
down.” (Moses 4:3.)

The High Council ruled that 1 should cease my labors altogether
among the sick. In doing this they have taken from me my agency
and for the sake of harmony 1 obeyed their decision. 1 stopped my
labors altogether among the sick in the Utah Stake ol Zion, belicving
that they had no jurisdiction outside of the Utah stake. 1 answered
the call of Bishop Jos. T. Tavlor of Levan, in the Juab stake. When
this was reported to the Presidency of the Utah Stake they cited
me to appear and give a reason why I should not be excommunicated,
from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Now in the
first place they have no jurisdiction over Bishop Taylor of Levan.
He belongs to the Juab stake, and if he.was doing wrong it was the
duty of that stake to call him to an account. In this they are inter-
fering with what belongs to another High Council that is cqual in
autharity with them.

Now I take this stand that the bishop had the right to send to
me, and it was my privilege and duty to go. The same principle is
applied if any other member of the Levan ward sent for me, and |
had gone, and at this point 1 want to make my case plain. Whenever
a High Council assumes the right or authority to cut an elder ofl
the church for the answering of these calls, whether it be within the
boundaries of their stake or not, they have no authority to do it, and
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herein they are not justified in cutting me off the church for answer-

ing this call. In doing this haven’t they interfered with the right of my
free agency? Are not all elders equal in authority in administering to
the sick? They are assuming the position for which Satan was cast
down from heaven, and furthermore they are hindering and denying
the gifts of God.

1 quote again from the Book of Mormon and the reason I refer
to this book it is the word of the Lord to the Latter-day Saints. We
believe the Bible to be the word of the Lord as far as it is translated
correctly. We believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of the
Lord—jos, Smith. (See Articles of Faith.)

- 4 And when ye shall receive these things I would exhort you

£
:( =

X

that ye would ask God, the eternal Father, in the name of Christ,
if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart,
with real intent, having faith in Christ, He will manifest the truth
unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.

5. And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the power
of all things.

6. And whatsoever thing is good, is just and true; wherefore,
nothing that is good denieth the Christ, but acknowledgeth that he is.

7. And ye may know that he is, by the power of the Holy Ghost;
wherefore 1 would exhort you, that ye deny not the power of God;
for he worketh by power, according to the faith of the children of
men, the same today and tomorrow, and forever.

8. And again 1 exhort you, my brethren, that ye deny not the
gifts of God, for they are many; and they come from the same God.
And there are different ways that these gifts are administered; but it
is the same God who worketh all in all; and they are given by the
maniiestations of the Spirit of God unto men, to profit them.

9. For behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may
teach the word of wisdom.

10. And to another that he may teach the word of knowledge
by the same Spirit. .

11. And to another, exceeding great faith; and to another, the
gift of healing by the same Spirit. :

12. And again, to another, that he may work mighty miracles.

17. And all these gifts come by the Spirit of Christ; and they
come unto every man severally, according as he will.
~ 18. And I exhort you, my beloved brethren, that ye remember
that every good gift cometh of Christ;

19. And I would exhort you my beloved brethren that you
would remember; that he is the same yesterday, today and forever.
And that all these gifts of which I have spoken, which are spiritual,
never will be done away, even as long as the world shall stand, only
according Lo the unbelief of the children of men.

20. Wherefore, there must be faith, and if there must be faith
there must also be hope; and if there must be hope there also must be
charity.

21.  And except ye have charity, ye can in no wise be saved in
the kingdom of God, neither can ye be saved in the kingdom of God
if ye have not faith; neither can ye if ye have no hope;

22. If ye have no hope, ye must needs be in despair, and despair
cometh because of iniquity.

23. And Christ truly said unto our Fathers, if ve have faith,
ye can do all things which is expedient unto me; and now I speak
unto all the ends of the earth; that if the day cometh that the power

and gifts of God shall be done away among you it shall be because
of unbelief;

25. And woe be unto the children of men, if this be the case,
for there shall be none that doeth good among you, no not one. If
there be one amonj you that doeth good he shall work by the power
and gifts of God. (Moroni, Chapter 10).

This is proof positive that some have one gift and some another
by the same Spirit, and' that these gifts are given to each man severally
as He (God) will. And that no one has the right to hinder or deny
these gifts. 1 want to call your attention especially to the latter part
of verse twenty-five: “For if there be one among you that doeth goad
he shall work by the power and gifts of God." The reason that 1 am
emphasizing this paragraph the brethren say that I am the only elder
that is going around spending all my time ani g the sick and al-
flicted. And for this reason I must quit it. And for this reason I am
making a living out of it. And that I am paying a much larger tith-
ing than the average elder; and this positive truth that I am making
merchandise out of my priesthood. I have always paid an honest
tithing. many years before I ever received a penny for spending my
time among the sick. And this is the first time I ever knew a man
to be critcised for paying a full tithing. Now I am not claiming that
I am the only elder doing these things. I am sure that there are a
number that have these gifts of healing. And if they are not exer-
cising their gifts I am not responsible. But I am responsible to God
for the exercising of these gifts or talents that He has given me.
Many say in answer to this you must obey the presiding Priesthood,
and if they hinder or deny you this privilege they will be responsible
to God and not you.

1f T could believe this to be true, I would gladly accept of it. It
would relieve me of a great burden, and financially I would be much
better off. While I believe the brethren are making a great mistake,
and will be held responsible before God for the same, that this will
not release me, my gifts come direct from God. They did not give it
to me, neither can they take it away; and as long as God gives me
these gifts and the people are calling on me to exercise them I be-
lieve it to be my bounden duty to God and man to do so.

This is why I said I made the mistake of my life when I agreed
to quit visiting the sick to save my standing. I again call attention
to the saying of the Savior, “He that seeketh to save his life shall lose
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and not standing out for what I knew to be true. If I can never
leave my family and friends anything else, that my testimony is:
That Jesus is the Christ, that Joseph Smith is a Prophet of God, and
that what is called Mormonism is true, and it is my duty and their
duty to seek the truth and accept of truth wherever it can be found.

Dear friends, in conclusion I ask that you calmly and prayer-
fully. each and all of you, seek the Lord and do your duty in this
matter. My life is like an open book to the people of Springville and

e A neighborhood. Judge ye whether I am worthy of vour fellowship
. c?zi :1?:00:11?1?1';1‘2?'3&;] ;:H;:kzr,c:]s? ]TJ" ‘i“;eoabii‘:cf‘il;at EE:;;:Z : and confidence or not. Your humble servant in well wishing. O Lord,
g e ¥ y at no €l way thy will be done and not mine.

. Him than to visit the sick and afflicted, the widow and the father-
less and keep myself free from the sins of the world.” JAMES E. HALL.

Now I want to ask you in all soberness if you think that I should .
cease doing these things to regain my standing in the church, or is
there not some way 1 may regain my standing and exercise the gifts
of God? Now are you brethren and sisters going to sustain the
I'residency of the High Council in the course they have taken with
me? In our church all things must be done by common consent and
hercin is the voice of the people, the voice of God, I am not appeal-
ing unto you bhecause I want to stir up strife and I believe it is your
duty to sustain those that God has placed over you. I also believe
it to he your duty to protect the weak and see that all men have their
just dues. [ am not asking for sympathy: I am not asking for mercy.
I only want justice.

My understanding is that no man shall be handled in our church
to the extent of losing his fellowship except he be under sin or trans-
wression. At no time have my teachers or bishop or any of the brethren
tricd to show me wherein I am wrong, and so far as I know I was in
full fellowship in my own ward up to the time that I was excommu-
nicated by the High Council. They have been declaring me out of
harmony for vears. Yet I have had a recommend to go to the temple
and have been carrying a recommend from my former bishp and also
the Presidency of the Hight Priesthood quorum of the Utah Stake
of Zion.

T am not asking for any special privileges. Iam only contending
for what 1 believe to be divine rights of all the elders and Saints and
people. I believe they have as much right to deprive me of my
franchise and handle me for voting contrary to their wish and idea
as they have to curtail me in exercising my free agency. I believe
the sin would be greater before God and man. In doing what they
have done they have destroyed the faith that I have been trying for
vears to teach to my wife and children and neighbors. And they are
breaking down the confidence and respect that we all ought to have
towards those who preside over us. As I said before this does not
weaken my faith in that what I believe to be Mormonism. I again
thank God that I can see the weaknesses of the men and still acknowl-
edge them as His servants. I regret very much that I ever consented
at any time to follow the counsel of the brethren when I knew God
did not approve of what they were doing. And herein I apologize to
my family and the Saints and to all mankind for being a coward
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it: and he that loses his life for My sake shall find life everlasting.”
1 have been neglecting my duties for years in my ward and stake, in
J {rving to keep in harmony with the Presidency and High Council,
and yet I have lost my standing, I have sought the Lord earnestly
to show me my duty under the present conditions, and the Spirit still i i
prompts me that ] must continue my Jabors among the sick. And as
I said to President Lyman, “From this time on, God being my helper,
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