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Lyda Sop h r on i e '1'born VIf:S b o r r: .Iune ~,O, 1849 at Le Sa l Le Ccunt.y ,
Illinois, the seventh child of Ashel end SarEh Lester Thorn. Her
mother G.ied \,,:wn she Has a cml d (HIC her fp,tr'cr co.n:e to Ut s.h w i t.h
his f'an.rLy Hlont:; with his br ot.ne r e and sisters end t.ne i r' i'8lt.ilies,so
he couI d be \":itil t.h e Latter 0e.y Saints in Zion.

In t:1C sflrn[ of' 185;; the 'I'n or n a nd Cha s e falI,ilies I orrr.ed 0. com-
pany of thoir own end W8re all reedy to st8rt their journey when thoy
went end t.a I ke d ';Ii t:l the aut.no r i t i e a in cha r ge of' u;igrution. 'l'hey were
Lnf'o rn.e d that they would he ve to go w i t h one of V1.E: r cgul or companies
and thl'lt one w ou l d be r eu dy in just a few days. So they joined the
killer end Cooley Co. and left Six }·;Ue Grove, a s nor t distance f'r om
winter quarters on June 9, 1853. Joseph Thorn was made their Capt.
and WF..S also their bl ack emi.t.h ; So l on.an Chc s e was their t";edical Doctor
and tilcir wagon repairer; the older children herded the crrt t Le ah en d
of' the c cenp a ny , The only u.eiu oe r e of' their c on.pa ny who Here not rtember s
of the fwcilies were D~n dagley end Eric Caste, who were brought along
as extra teamsters with their fine teams. All t.n e Erou}l had good out-
fits, so wanted to t.r av eI together and suve 8.S n.uc n t in,e us possible.
The t.w o grandn~others (widows), l.,lary Ann Arust.r ong 'I'h er'n and Arr.y Scott
Chase, t.rave l e d in their own ligi1'.:. \>l8.gons. From t.leir can.p in Council
Bluffs, they Here three n.ont.ha and three days c on. i ng to Sa l t Lake City
erri ving Sept. 2, l(/~). Soon uf't.e r their arrival, be cau s e of t he short-
aGe of' feed, Ri chu r d and Jose:Jh took their families and cat.t.l e e.nd sheep
end went to Ceder Fort and spent the Hinter. Aahe I 'I'n or n moved his f8lJl-
ilyto three hile Creek, which is now Willard, Boxelder Co., ~ta h. Sol-
oman Cha se stayed in Sf'l:lt Lake City. In the spring Ri.cha r d Thorn and
BoLcrna.n Cl1csc(Vlhose wife wns Ri cha r d ' s sister) moved to Big Oot.t.onw ood
r:'ndJoseph Thorn '....ent to Cache Valley and u a de hl s home. The two grand
mot ne r e mad e t he i r h cc.e s u:;ong their children whe r e ever t.ney could do
the mos t good in ne l pi ng with tile £'£I11,i1ies.

i,shel 'f:lorn bour~;'1t a I'a ru., erected a le.rge 110me, a Ersnary and tool
shed. He also built 8. s aw mill and 8. molasses u.LLl , On his p r ope r t.y
Here two springs, so t.he r e Has good pa at.u r'e for t.h e i r- arn.rua I.s , As waa
t:-le cu st crr, in ot.h e r feni Lae e the younger ch iLdr en he r ded tile cows. \'lhile
t.h e cows w e r e [';rt\.7ill~ they busied t.herr.s eLve a n.ak i ng playt:lings 0:' clay.
Lydia end her ~'olmg'cr sister ha d to knit the stockings lor the l[J["ily
and to u.ak e sure t.iiey c ompl et.e d this task, they eu ch ha d to knit 8. cert-
ain en.ourrt e a ch day , Lydia un e a f a st kn.i t t e r o.nd ~H' vounge r sisBer
would get tired and sleepy, so after Lydia f~nished ~er assigru&ent she
would ~el~ her sister do hers, so they could both go to bed together.

They 1i 'led along \<lay i roll'. any s cho ol so she lid not 1ea r n to read
and w r i t.e like n.ost ch i Ldr-en, But she HUS an alert c uiLd , \.,ritrl a mar-
velous n.emor y , so was a ol e to retell any story that W8S e i t.u e r' told to
her or read to her. Sire entertained her f'ami l y and he r n.any i riends
Hi th tho stories she kept in he r n e nt.a I et or eh cu s e ,

As in rr.any i'arLilics, their food wus plain but nourshing and t.hc chil-
dren were 81 Hays hap oy when they had e on.et hi ng s:.ccio.l. Lydia especial-
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Ly liked a oda biscuits. On one vccc e e i on she took 0118 bi scu i t. t hat
wa s left over f r oru dinner ana n i d it in he r f(l.t~lCrlei w ork sn op , think
ing to heve it when she \Vus hungry. But as ~nny of us do, she forgot
it, and when ire r f'a t ne r found the bi s cu i t a nd asked who put it there,
she IH'.S very eubu rr e a ved to tell hLm t.hs t Sl'W did.

'I'he i r Lnt ue r u.ar r i ed egf:in und their at.eon.ot.ue r did not s een, to un-
de r s t.und tile c~·lilcren. She s e en.ed to feel that tney s n ou l d learn how
to se\V and do other things \Vithout any special instructions or attent-
ion. Cne of t ho ae incidents a l vaye remained c l es.r in Lyd i a t s n.Lnd,
One day Lydia undertook to u ak.e s ome button-holes in a or e s a, So she
folded the c l ot.h and s n i.ppe d off the end. And of course she h e d a
aq ua r i eh n ol e , F'oT doing it t:l[;;.t Hay her et eomot.ne r n.ade fun of ne r
and scol ded her. Her f at ae r overneurd the conversation and he asked
n i s w i f e why she did not s how the girl the proper 'day to n ake 8. button-
hole e nc not to scold her. But t.h r ough '.:.his trial e rid error method,
Lyd i o be can.e ap t with the needle.

Lydia, as well perhaps, as sa~e of the other children, did not like
lie r step )'.o;:';or a nd 8:1e wnnter.' to Lcuv c horr.e but :wted to do so boca ue e
s h e cea rLy loved .ie r lutil<..:l'. So whe n S:1e Has only sixteen years old /'l-
she u.a r r i e d Henry El i sha ?crry HS his s e c onc w i fe , To this union H8.S

bo rn a C.8ug:ltl~r whore they nan.e d ~P.. Sop h r oru a , Soon Riter this reur-
TiGre L~i,jin (IL(; '"II" u.La to rt une ~ br eu k he r riE:~lt nn.., c nd us it waa
almost .irr.ooa s i bl e to : ind anyone who c cul d set un em; p r op e r Ly in t no s e
times, the a rui gre\\' stiff arid be can.e e. hand i cap ,,0 nero T~lis mar r i.a ge
caused much unhappiness with his iirst wife, so Lydia \Vus not tDade we1-
COllie in their h onie, Lydia had to work herd to rnak e a living a nd even
Hi th her c r ock e d rit';ht am she be came an exoe rt spinner of wool . Eel'
p l ec c in the fam i Ly circle still caused her much e or r ow, so in 8. few ~.:
short years ah o got n civil di v or-c e but not G Teu.pI.e divorce JrOiT. Henry
.5:1is ha ?e r 1'./. ~. 0 ~ cf0f, ~fi....~e 11 k-cv; / [$ Ie0('-"-"- u

Later she ceme to Spri~gville, UtAh to visit her si6ldr, AbigiBl
'I'hor n Robertson, 1 st w i fe of Al exand e r Hcbertson. She found 80 much
work to be c orie t:lI'1t she s t ay e d all sur.n.e r arid did house work or so un
wool for D mm.be r of feirilics. It \-IElB t.h i a aun.n.er that 6[1e became 8.C-

qucin t e d w it h \'/illil')" 10(11 c dnll Wrli.l.:; she \'Ins \'Iorkillr: for ~'liB rn ot.hc r .

Lydia n.e r r i e d \'/illiruE HaLl on Dec. 2)" 1(';65 in a civil c e r en.ony and
in l·.ny lu69 they l'lent to t.n e End ovrr.errt, House and v e te n.a r r i ed , To t.n i s
union ':lere oor n eleven co i Ld r e n , ii vc boys and six girls, ':lilliam, Lester,
Edwar d Rc-!y, Cassius, Isaac, Viole., Abigol, Nancy Elenore, Arn.i nt.a , Ethel
and Ora. When they »t e ce first rr.ar ri ed t.hey lived in a one room log
house belon[in~ to Jessie Bullanrer on 4th South and 2nd ~est in Spring-
ville, Uteh, As t.ue i r' fancily greH and they be can.e n.or e p r osp e r oue ,
t~10Y rr.oved to lUTer homes, ha v i ng lived in six clif:!?ercnt hon.e a , all in
Sprineville, during their lifetillie together.

She Vl2.S8 good housekeeper t....nd ~10lLen.ak e r , She wor-ke d ;1Grd end did
the u aua I ve r i et y of w ork r e qu i r-ed to r ear a fars i.Ly such B.S cooking,
W8.Sn.lng, ironinrr, mending, sewing" sp i ni ng '1/001 an d Dlakin[ cloth, drying
fruits and vegetables, Leking batts ior quilts and then ~aking the quilts
etc. This copy, made cl'la:!able throu!]~ the courtesy
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Even as bu s y 1-8S vie t.h i nk whe mu st. have been, she still had time
to go ~elp a friend or nei~~bor who were in need. Her grand-daughter
r en.em oe r s ne r telling of going into homes whe r e there were c ont ag i ous
diseases to ne l p nu r s e t:1C pet i ent , yet she never contracted the dis-
case, arid Si1C [r8! t1y l·iftltened Lhe burden of' the suffering f'arc i l y ,

She was de sp e r ct e lv ill before her last child Vias born but VIas ilu-
n.e d.ia t e l y helped after the Elders adm i rri at.e r ed to her.

She wa s a kind and l ov i ng mother End a lwe.ye vlelcomed her Children's
friends Lo t:-H,;ir h oe;e arid her story telling was an en j ove b l e ro a r t of'
their visits. To ~e she was a lovely person, being a cousin of ~y
father" 8.S he r h on.e \-l8.S on s i d e r e d e. half W8.y h ou ae oct.wee n school and
:101~e, wrn cn \·n's a d l s t enc e of one End one he.I I' ,:·,iles. /ie v er e always
v/elc('~'.I~ to c on.e in, get wr.nf. 8 nd rest awhi.I.e ,

Lydin,lo gCf!nddnu[!htJ)r t.e l Le one i.ncident which o c c u r r o d in her grund-
rr,ol.:1er IS 1lie t ha t depicts her fr.i th arid he r 8 bi l i ty t.o r eu.enibe r details
"One night whe n f.l young £:irl, Lydia had a d r e am In: t.h i s i.d r e am she a sw
8. child \'lr".l1(:erin[ on B. mountain side. The next, c.o r n l ng as S(18 WH8 1..ell-
in~ ~':er step-If,aliter of :IC1' d r ct-u., .ic r b r oLn e r c..n.e into \-:)e h ouu e end
told t.n em 0; a child being lost all !lifht. A t an.i Ly on t.he i r way to
Oregon had .st op p e d near by for the night. \'I:1ile t.h ey were rnak i ng c amp
ready, this sm a l I c ru l d had slipped away unnoticed. In just a short
~i~e she wos ffiissed 8nd Lho ie~ily aterted the search for her which
lasted into tne nifht. tocnl ~en also joined the search, but she had
not yet be e n found the next mor rri ng , Lydia I s step-mother was so impress-
ed with the story that she told Lydia to go and see if' she could help
them find the child. The Ulen folks tried to get Lydia not to cross the
Oreek arid c l i.n.b the hill be cau s e they felt sure that so su.a I L a child
could not have c r o e e e d t.ne creek and c l m.be d t h e steep mountainside.
But Lydia Ln e i s t e d on crossing the creek at a certain paint a nd c l m.b-

i ng the mountain and in just a short time she coul d see e. chil d go i ng
011 in rie e d of her. She tried to call to her but t:-lf: c h i l d kept going
on. \1hen Ly di a :; innlly Co.Ur~~ltup Hi th the c n i 1 d , a ne ...,[>,svery fright-
ened e nd had prickly ,ien}' thorns in her bar e feet, some sun Ilowers in
one ha nd and a ;18.ir !)in( out of tile bob on top of her nc ed ) in the other
i,nnd, and iter t':::ll'lgl~eVlBS aw ol l c n iron: t hl r e t., T>lis HHS i:;ne snme c o i Ld
1.18 8('lC .iod d r-eru.e d obou t.. j\f'tl~r au su r i ng thf.: c n i ld t.hn L e ho just \\ent-
cd to La:(e .ie r Le' .ic r :Jr.renls, 8.'C lot Lydie csrry 11Or. Ao soon as Ly-
d i a got to 8, :,18..ce '.here S:1e could see the se a r c he r s be l ow she waved
her sunbonnet a n d t he n.e n c air.e and carried the c n i l d to C8.1L'D. Needless
to say that t.n e I'eni l y were truly rrutei'ul to Lydie. for her pert in
f'nnd i ng t.ne c m l d ,

The lest ~lep.rs of iie r life, Lydie s uf'f e r e d l'lith a heart a i Lrserrt. that
Illude it m.p os s i b l e for her to sleep ljing down. One n.o rru ng she nn d

.re r regular u.o r ni ng vrork c.orie o.nc so wc nt. 0"/01' to v i s it a ne~gr1::"or ior
8.l'1:1ile. ;i;lile 8;1(; 1','88 t.ae re 8:1e c orr.n l abne d of a t e r r i ol e heacf.,ci·le, so
she went, n ouie , In 8. t ew u.i.nut e s Bisho:) G. S. O'~ndie, e no t nc r ne i ghoo r ,
caice , 'I'ney w c r e n11 v i s it i ng ';lhen rii e stood up, wa Lk ed over to he r
hu obe nd , st r ox ed 111-8 hs i r , en i d OOll,("Ul.i.nr;to :liIY. t.l(,t l:'8.'1 d id not (ILlite
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understand, and went back end sat down.
d r op p e d to h e r s i de e and sue wa s cone.
l';arch 20, ISi12.

S'ne t:& v e a gasp , her a rine
This happened r.t 11 A. h. on

/enoti18l" ncl rnbo r nnd di at.urrt r c Lr-t.i vc r eu.enib e r e be i ng called in
to help ,Jrep!·.re VIe body n it e r tile de et h , She rCH.en.bercd going into
LIC ce l l a r to get jY"it bottles to p ut ice in ond t-'(cci<: ar-ound the
body, iowdifferent Here thc methods of caring for the bodies in
these ~ays und now.

Fune rcI s e r v i.c e s v e r e held for :1CH in the 8prinpyille Fou r t h 'dard
Chep e l a nd ne r r en.a.i n a were l e i d to rest in the Spril1fville Evercreen
Cen.e t e r-y on Lerch ;':2:, lSl2.

'\'Jritten b:l l·.p,ry L. Sn.u r t.
l-en.be r of' Can.p Spring Greek

Springville, ,,;'tah. F'eb. 1956.
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