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LYDIA SOPHRONIA THORN PERRY HALL
By Elner Hall, a granddaughter.,

Lydia Sophronia Thorn, the eighth child of Ashael Thorn and Sérah
Lester, was born 30 June 1843, in Essex—GewyHewY¥ork. She had three
brothers and six -sisters. Her mother died when she was a child and her
father came ta Utah to be W1th the Salnts.

They 11ved at Three Mlle ureek (Perry) Utah. Grandfather had a big
farm, on which were two springs, a large house, granary and a toél house,
He also had a saw mill and a molasses mill. Grandmother and her
younger sister, while herding the cows, made playthings of clay. Evenings

they would knit stockings and had to do a certain amount before going to
bed, Grandmothe: often helped her younger sister so that they could go
to bed together. _Béing no school near by, their schooling was very limited,

Grandmother had a good memory and ability as a story-teller. She
often told stories to her small daughter and her friends and in later
years, her grandchildren loved to stay overnight with her and hear her
stories,

Grandmother had a very interesting incident happen to her when a
young girl at home. She dreamed of finding a small girl on the hillside
with a handful of sun flowers and her tongue swollen from thirst., While
she was telling her step-mother her dream, her brother came in and told
them about some emigrants by the name of Holdbrook, staying at night to
rest and their small daughter being lost. The family, neighbors and some
soldiers had searched all night without finding her., Her step-mother
urgedvher to go and look for the child where she had seen her in her dream.
Grandmother was advised that such a small child could not have wandered

across the creek full of water without drowning. She found the child as
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4 Dr. Claw wrote a lengthy poem about the incident. The following are
the last three verses:
"And there upon the rock hill
Which rose beside the stream,
She saw a wandering child alone
Then wakened from her dream.
At noon so singularly impressed
Her dream she did relates
Nor had she at that moment learned
Such was the case at stake,
But as tidings to her came
With rapid haste she strayed,
Leading the tireless searchers
Her vision seemed portrayed',

Grandmother's homelife was unpleasant when her father was away to
work. Her step-mother was childless, harsh and had little understanding
of children. Grandmother made her first button-hole by puckering the
material and cutting off the end. Her step-mother ridiculed her. Her -
father asked his wife why she didn't show the child how instead of rid-
iculing her.

Grandmother married when very young, about fifteen years old. She
became the second wife of Henry Elisha Perry. They were married in the
Endowment House in Salt Lake. Sarah Sophronia Perry was their only child,
When her child was small, she took her to Springville, to visit her young-
er sister, (She was Leo Robertson's father's first wife). While working
at the Edward Hall home, she became acquainted with William Hall, the
oldest son, After she obtained a divorce, they were married in the End-
ownent House, They had five sons and six daughters,

Their first home was a one room log cabin. They later had five other

homes in Springville, Grandmother was a hard working wife and mother. She

did her own housework, kniting, sewing, socap making, drying fruit, and
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growing a garden. Grandmother had a physical handicap in doing her work.
Her right arm was improperly set when broken during her childhood.

She died March 20, 1912, at their home, 845 East Center Street, in
Springville, Utah. A neighbor, Bishop Condie, was visiting with them,
when she walked over to her husband, brushed back his hair and spoke to
him, dying as she sat down. She was buried in the Springville, Evergreen

Cemetery.
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The following information was obtained from the JOURNAL HISTORY in the
Church Historian's Office, pages 10, 13, and 22: The Miller and Cooley
Company was organized by D.A. Miller and John W. Cooley, 8 June 1853, on the
west bank of the Missouri River near old Winter Quarters. It was Joined
on Sunday, 12 June 1853 on.east bank of the Elk Horn by Asahel Thorn- 11
persons, 3 wagons, 2 horses, 1l cattle and 28 Sheep, also joined by Joseph
Thorn and Laurana Thorn., On 7 July 1853, the company divided into two divi="
sions led by Miller and Thorn, at no time were they more than a half day's
Journey apart. They arrived in Salt Lake City, 9 Sept 1853,

D.D.H.
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LYLI&s SOrilkcnIA TAHAORN P ERRY HALL.

Lydia Sophronie Thorn wes borm June %0, 184% at LeSalle County,
Illinois, the seventh child of Ashel ond Sereh Lester Thorn. Her
mother died when she was a ciiild and her fatner ceme to Uteh with
nis ferily ealong with his brotihners and sisters end their fawilies,so
he could be withh the Latter Dey Saints in Zion.

In the spring of 1855 the Tnorn and Chase fauilies {ormed o com~
pany of thelr own end were all ready Lo stert thneir journey wnen they
went and talked with the autnorities in charge of wigretion. They were
informed that they would heve to go with one of the reguler companies
and tnet one would be ready in just & few days. 8o they joined thne
Miller end Cooley Co. and left Six liile Grove, a snort distance from
winter quarters on June 9, 18%3%. Josepnh Thorn was made their Capt.
and wes also their blacksmith; Soloman Chese wes Lheir Medicel Dockor
and tnelr wagon repairer; the older children herded the cattle aheed
of the caupany, The only wembvers of their company who were not mewbers
of the families were Dgn Bagley end Eric Caste, who were brought along
as exire teamsters with their fine teams. All tne group had good out-
fits, so wanted to travel togetner and save as much time as possible.
The two granduothers (widows), Mary Ann Armstrong Thorn end Any Scott
Chase, treveled in tneir own lignt wegons. From taeir cawp in Council
Bluffs, they were three months and three days coming to Salt Lake City
erriving Sept. 2, 1&£35. Soon after their arrival, beceuse of the short-
ege of feed, Richard and Joseph took their feamilies end cattle end sheep
and went to Cedar Fort and spent the winter. Ashel Thorn moved his faum-
ilyto Three Mile Creek, which is now Willard, Boxelder Co., CUta n. Sol-
osen Chese stayed in Salt Leke City. In the spring Richerd Thorn end
Solaman Chese{whose wife was Richard's sister) moved to Big Cottonwood
~nd .Joseph Thorn went to Cachie Valley and wade ais home. The two grand
motners made their houes emont their children where ever they could do
the most good in nelping with the femilies.

Ashel Pliorn bougnt a farn, erected a laerge aome, & grenery and tool
sned. ile also built & seaw rill and & molasses wmill. On his property
were two springs, so there weas good pasture for thaeir asnimals. As wes
tne custom in otner femilies the younger children herded the cows. lhaile
the cows were graring they busied Lherselves wmaking plevtnings of clay.
Lydia and her younger sister ned to knit the stockings for the fowily
and to make sure tney completed this tesk, they esch had to knit & cert-
ein axount eech day. Lydia wae a fast knitter end ner .ounger sisger
would get tired and sleepy, so after Lydia finisied aer sssigmment she
would nelo ner sistcer do hers, so they could both go to bed togetaer.

They lived a long wey from eny school so she .id not learn to read
and write like iwost children. But she was an elert child, witnh a war-
velous memwory, so was able to retell any story that wes eitusr told to
her or read to her. Sie entertained her fawmily snd her neny Iriends
with the stories she kept in ner wentel storenocuse.

As in weny femilies, their food was plein but nourshing and the chil-
dren were elways napoy wiaen tney hed sowetiing sw.ceccial. Lydia especial-
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ly liked soda biscuils. On one-occesion she took one biscuit that

wes left over from dinner ana aid it in her fether's worksaop, think

ing to nheve it when she was hungry. But as nany of us do, she forgot
.

it, and when ner fetner found the biscuit and asked who put it there,
she was very cubarreaced to tell nin that she did.

Their fatiher wmarried egein and their stepuotiner did not seen to un-
derstund the cnilcren. BShe seened to feel thet tney should leern how
to sew and do otner thinge without any special instructions or attent-
ion. Cne of these incidents always remsined cleer in Lydia's wind.
One day Lydis undertook to weake some button-holes in a dress. So she
folded the cloth and snivped off the end. And of course she had a
squerisn nole.  For doing it thet wey her stevmotner wade fun of ner
and scolced her. Her fetuer overneard the conversation and he asked
nis wife why she did not show the girl the proper way to wake a button-
nole enc rnot to scold her. But through this trisl end error method,
Lydis becsme ept with Lhe needle.

Lydie, as well overncps, as some of the otaer children , did not like
ner step wotier and she wented to lceve nhome but huled Lo do so vecause
she dearly loved ner father. So when sne was only sixteen yecars old /4
she narried Henry Elisha Ferry as his second wife. To this union was
born a caugnter whor they nsmed Lydis Sopnronia. Soon eiter this mar-
riape Lrsdia acd the wisfortune €0 bresk her ripht er., and as it was
alwost impossible to ind anyone who could setl sn arm properly in tinose
times, the srw grew stiff end became e hendicep to ner. This warriage
caused much unnhappiness with his first wife, so Lydia was not rade wel-
core in their home, Lydia had to work hard to make a living and even
with her crocked rignt arm she became an exvert spinner of wool. Her
place in the fawily circle still caused her much sorrow, sc in s few ¢
short years she got a civil divorce but not o Tewple divorce from Heury
Slisha Perry. forvunle dur G Tih ]G e, 1860

Leter she ceme to Spriagville, Uteh to visit her sislér, Abigial
Tiiorn Robertson, lst wife of Alexender Rebertson. She found 8o much
work to be done itnat sne steyed all sumwmer and did house work or sovun
wool for o nunber of fexilies. It was this suumer that she became ec-
queinted with Willim. Iserc sall while she was workiug for nis mother,

Lydia merried William Hell on Dec. 29, 186% in a civil ceremony end
in lkay 1869 they went to the Bndowent House end were merried. To tnis
union were born eleven children, five boys and six girls, Williem, Lester,
Edward Ray, Cassius, Isaac, Vicle, Abigel, Nancy Elenore, Arminta, Ethel
end Cre. Wnen they were {irst merried they lived in a one room log
house belonging to Jessie Ballenger on #th South and 2nd West in Spring-
ville, Utan. As thelr fanily grew and they became more prosperous,
they woved to larger nhomes, heving lived in six different homes, &ll in
Springville, during treir lifetime together.

She wes & good nousckeeper and home waker. She worked aesrd end did
the usual veriety of work recuired to reer e fawily such es cooking,
wasalng, ironing, mending, sewing,. spining wool and malking cloth, drying
fruits and vegetables, reking batts for quilts and then naking the quilts
etc.
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Even as busy'as we tanink whe wust have been, she still had time

to go nelp a friend or neipnbor wno were in need. Her grand-cdaughter
remembers ner telling of going into homes where there were contegious
diseases to help nurse the patient, yet she never contracted the dis-
ecase, end sne gre:tly lightened Lhe burden of the suffering family.

ely 111 before ner last cnild wes born but was im-
‘ter the Elders adwinistered to her.

She was a kind end loving mother and always welcomed her Children's
friends to thelr hoze and her story telling was an enjoyable nart of
their visits. To ne she was & lovely person, being a cousin of wy
fathery es ner home wes onsidered e half way nouse between school and
nowe, wnicn wes a distance of one end one helf wmiles., ie were always
welcore Lo cane in, get werw e nd rcst ewhile.

Lydia's geendduughter tells one incident which occurrcd in her grand-
molher's 1ife that depilcts her feith and her ebility to rewember details
"Cne night waen a young girl, Lydies nad a cream, In:thisidream she asw
e child wendering on a mountain side. The next norning as sne was Lell-
ing her step-wolner of her dreen, uer brolner c:ne into the house end
told tnem of & child being lost all night. A ifemily on tneir wsy to
Oregon had stooned near by for the night. While they were making cemp
ready, this small cnild had slipped awey unnoticed. In just a short
tipe she wos missed snd the iexily sterted the search for aer which
lasted into the night. Bocal wen also joined tne search, but she had
not yet been found the next worning. Lydia's step-mother was so impress-
ed with the story thet she told Lydia to go end see 1if she could help
them find the child. The men folks tried to get Lydia not to cross the
Creek snd climb the hill because they felt sure that so small a child
could not have crossed tae creek and climbed the steep mountainside.

But Lydis ineisted on crossing the creek at a certein peint end climb-
ing the mountain and in just e short time she could see 2 child going
o in head of her. 8She tried to call to her but tne child kept going
on. when Lydia finally caught up with the cnild, she was very fright-
ened and had prickly pear thorns in her bere feet, some sun flowers in
one hand and a heir vin(out of tue bob oh top of her hesd) in the other
nand, snd ner longue was swollen from thirst. This was the same cnild
as sine nod dreened sboutl. After assuring the cnild thet she just went-
ed to lake ner Lo er nerents, s.e let Lydie cerry ner. As soon as Ly-
die got to & nlece waere she could sce the searchers below she waved
her sunbonnet and the ren cawe and carried the cnild to cemp. Needless
to say thet tae family were truly grateful to Lydie for her psrt in
fanding tne ciild.

The lest years of her life, Lydia suffered with & hesrt ailment that
wade it impossible for her to sleep lsing down. One wmorning she nad
aer regular morning work cone and so went over to visit e neignvor ifor
awaile. While she wes there sae comnlabned of a terrivle headecne, so
she went nowe. In a few winutes Bishon G. S. Cnondie, enotaer neighbor,
carze. Tney were sll visiting when che stood up, walked over to ner

husbrnd, silroked his hair, sald sorcthing to nir tael Liey did not auite
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understend, and went beck cnd sat down. Sne zeve a gasp, her arms
dropped to aer sides and sihe was gone. Thie hepoened et 11 A. M. on
March 20, 1¢12.

fnotuer neignbor and distent reletive remewhere being called in
to help prepere the body after tne deceth, She remenbered going into
the cellar to get fruit bottles to put ice in end prck around the
body, ilow different were the methode of caring for the bodies in
these cdays end now.

Funerel services were held for her in the 8pringville Fourth Werd
Chepel snd ner remeains were lald Lo rest in ihe Springville Evergreen
Cewetery on larch 22, 1¢1&.

Written by lery L. Smert
lemwmber of Cawp Spring Creek
Springville, Jteh. Feb. 1¢56.
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