
Letter to Polly f.ritch~rd h'l'ittcn by Jacob Hull, Oct.• 5t 179~

Landinbur~h (L.ndsin~burgh,N.Y.)

To Miss Polly Pritch~rd
Waterbury, Connetticutt

Dear l1ada~,
I with trcmbllllg heart once mora addresss myselfe to my Dear,

inquiroing for your heaL th in "Thich I iICuld be very happy to hear I,QJ11 in
health at present' Ny DC4il' every month scams a year while in your ab senco 0
that I had uin(;s like a dovo , soon wold I leave this place of sorrow' and injoy
t.he homes of my love r1y Dear I find you to be a girl after my own heart I am
constantly courting you when setting on tho r oed to mydayly labour My hf'<l.rt.
is loct up in Y01.lr bosome 0 that I could clasp my arms around your slendfu'
w'aist my heart 1.·;oldLcape for joy Dear Miss I should be veary hapy to receive
a letter from you
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I have spont many d<ark and lonesome houres since I heard from YOll I
h: vo hopes that you lead your life more contented t.han I do If I had not I '101d
leave this state and return to my Dear All the r'ecr-Lat.Lon that I taka is walk-
ing the fcalds and groves with my shop maits (Jacob 'V13.S fA tailor)
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The: ways and manners of yong people in this place is so dIiforent from
Conncctticutt that thoy appearo very disagreeable if it twas not for t.h:.<t I
could pass my days whi10 in this p1aco to my mind I had the disagreeab10 plcQsure
to at.t.ond a ball I think I may ticll 'call it Disagreeable for there llflS nothing
2!}rc00'ble in the company

After I got into the company it c$used me to reflect upop my conduct
for I cOD3ider myselfe ~s a m~rricd man not that I thought I was ron~lng you
but my Ol-r.l fcallings for I find I cannot injoy mysolfe in any company but, vour e
for that r0a~on I h:ld better tin asleep my Dcarexcuise my writing though It
is poor it is from. a tr,w friend my Dear romeJmbcr that you have <it trow lovnr
thou.c:;h [·JYperson bee 1lif~r dist:;mt my hear-t is with you and God gr ••mt tht,;tt. It
E-hwy::; may be that t.ho day may comndn ce when t-le may joine hands as •.to h; Y(j
heretofore our hcar-t s and live in horm: ny and love and never more to p~rt 0 rn:r
the Lor-d p.l.oaso to abr engthen our affectl.on tm"~rd one ano thar and may th;;.t; DQy
comm inco soon I am woary, of living such a disttlnce from my Dear therefore I
shall strive to ~ee you as soon ns my bioncss will allow of and therefore please
to prep<i!re yoursclf for housekeeping

As Drai-dng near c the bottom of my paper I must conclude by subscribing
myself your best friend and trcw lover

JACOB HALL
rl'\

Please to rcmober me to the family but above .11 remember that I ~m yourl~}.
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A fou words concorrring dcat.h ,
A fou doys sons€: Nr •• JudDon received a letter from Stratford infonl1ed

hi,m of tho death of his si~ter who lrUtS courted by Davis Thomas mn'iJ.gn ;,~3

int.end .d bu.t a.Lasa Deth ha ..• cut the ;:.;10ndf~r thrn.od of life She is C;l.l.lod horne
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t 1 + th lOSS My Dear fri~nd lotleft him a broken.••hoartc:d lover ·0 Hmen... Ct_
and, '" 1 into consideruticl1'} :;mdif ither of us is cal.Led to leave
us take our se vas t "11 b done Deth must come
tl in troub1osom wor-Ld let us 5;:Y the Lord s rn e
s~o~cr or later Dcth is constantly sounding in our oars \-Ie know not wi.1l'!n

'!rIe will be cQ.ll~d but let us strive to be ready so my Dcarast.PoJ,.ly I mU:lt
delay writin~ or I fear I shall tire your patience atrying to find it out

¥~ Hotchiss best respects to you and S3ley
vfuen these lines you see think on me

JACOB HAIJL

Later Lottcra
Ap the 8 (1828)

Dear- children ~lith a trembling hand I kke my pen to i!J.form you of our f:it,P.;t,]{m,
Har-r-Let Curtis is not mor-e in tM.s world aha bid us a long farewell on t.b'; ~~
day of April and fel as.Lcep in the arms of hur- Cav ious 'and left us a COi:li''.:n~t;;\blc
hope 'l..hnt our 105 is hur gz:in Harriet died with child bed fever we bur:{d the
child Sat.urday and tho mother- frydny following1 my daar- children let thia nOi,ln

come to your hearb~ be yo also r edy the pr-opcr at Lon Ls in Christ and he nov
calls upon you to r-ecoIvo it in times of nfliction Chri:Jt says Larn of fIn faJ:t
I em meako and 101y in heart and you sh~ll find rest to' your Boles in obedience
to God we do find help in disobodionce our sins t-:ill sink us to hell 0 my dear
childron fly to Christ by faith and r-epent-once that if we ar enever- permit, tea to
Iil'.:'ct :1Et'l.in in this llOrld thlat 'i"O may moot in tho world of'glory to par t .10 more
in thiu WG~tcrn r-caer-ve their is of late a refreshing show of devine gr ace pourde
out and some drops of mercy in Bruksvillc Delia Curtis has reccaved a hope in
Ght'bt and He hope far betel' times in this vicirtity that. God will bless hb ov-'
cr-u.-c in bildinG up hi3 church bor-e thirs a number in this town now rejoycc1p;:
in h spo end He hope the .wrk is now proGre:::Jinc 0 my children seek not for t.uritLo
riches thr{t you glorify God and injoy him forever is the prayer of your ~:ffcc \;:10:1 .••t.Q
friend and f.,thor -Jacob HaLl. I 't-Yo.ntto see you all but getting to be old raicA ::i.i'~·
firm and I t·J,".nt you to come and see me I am threw the goodness o.f tho Lord bl(::w:'"d
'l-rith the comfort of life! and it is better for me to be here my family is In h.e.;\J~;h
and send their love to all inquiring friends this from your af'f'ec tdona te father

Jv.cob: Hall

Curtis Culvcn p.Lcasc to send these lines to James tlilliam Julia, I do long to
see you and H~ry .•md converse "lit,h you and yours but God bless you ~11 d"~~r
brQthr;"·~B and sd.st.er s in h.H al.chough I have never seen you I feel will info to
vJrito to you a fC~1 lines your sister Hp,rriot h s left this world of SOrl.''''''' . nd
affliction I feel my loss is gre.nt she was a kind and obligin&; ccmpanLon
t.hus my f'r Lends she tbat 1"'~:.l.S my partncr- anrl bosom friend is sever-d from me and
t..,hilc I am left to mourn her loss I do not have to mourn as those that mourn
without hope but havercason to believe that my loss i3 her eternal gain from
tho ev idencc thot she gave of her bc:in,;, l'i:'i.lling to leave this iiorld and her r-e••
~ign~tion to the Hill of God our Heavon Ly Fat.her it is a loud call to me for
r epentamce and rcf.ro:~m.,:-'.t:\ca and I thlnk th<lt, I can say the Lord gOlve and th,;,
Lor-d has taken a.uay and bl.esocd bo the name of the Lord and I do believe that
Hhile her body 1; en mo: dorin,,, 1.,'1 tho gr-ave her- soul is with Chriot in P"i'::Id:!.cc
t.ho text. from which her f'uner-sd, sormcn li,as preached I feel is applic~bl(! t.,)
mYiJclf Ylhich is this He hath tUX'n·)d my .•••ay~ a(lid!;') He hat.h pulled me it). p:t~'-;:f18
:~lcl 1 .,m 1, ft (10::a: .•1', L-- it y(~n ahouLd IJl.':iJ.e to your Fut.hel:" and mother '1J' ~1;i1\,rT

41113Pl'Cbi.lbl,V you HiU. do not. i'Ol.'Cijt, to wl"ite to me as I consider phI tnJ rolat,i,otl.
my health is toler::rbl0 Good my love and respects to you all

Cephus Curtiu

---.~~-,------~--.'--.-".---



(Lmter letters cont'd)

Dear brothers and sisters I now t.ake my pen in hand to inform you th t I have
not forgot ton you the dLat anco of six hundred miles does not make me unmind.ful
of you I often think of you and wOlnt to see you very much I have f'ound a ron
(fat-m) but it got (loooe?) as soon as it got large I WOlnt th~t you should
come out here ,,10 had peech t,:.r~es in blom in M,g,rch

Ap tho 8 (1828)
I w4l.nt to see you all and toiant you should como out and see us Fa bher- is .about
to bild a frome barn and we got sixteen sheep cleven l~mbs and we got fifteen
head of cattle

EDwiN HALL

11.y dear children I •.roul.d inform you I am in the land of the 1ivint: vlhUe SOl,,~

or QUI' family are numbered among the dead the particulares is written :r(l~p.;,~ctlnb
Harriott '0 death now my ~re~test anxiety is that rlO all as one may futilly
lay it to heart and prepare to follow her my love to a~inquirein~ frionds

POLLY HALL

This is from your affectinatG mother
The man is wayti.n~ and Tom in haste
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