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Y! i sommon cotstom with those whowrite books,anps
] { nnrmtwe of their lives, and suﬁ‘er—
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Mh!l 13 by no meansthe desrgn of i authm. He does :
te so much to convince the world that he has been

prently afflicted, as to teach them, how, by a hlSlOI’y of his .

h‘oublns, 1o avoid those to which they are liable, of a similar
dnmn, and may be induced by similar indiscretion. Or that
hiwe sucl a connection with those who are

sposed to emigrate 0, the same part of the country, in which
e has resided ; that he is persuaded that a relation of them,
will not fail to guard the unwary agamst danger, swho have iy -

thelr imaginations, conveited the south western states intg-
alysium fields, for northern emigrants. .

The reader is therefore desived to reflect, that while he -
veads the following pages, he may not only save his own life,
but the lives of his acquaintance, by the information which is - /
héveby put into his possession.. .

For the writer is not about to give the bnﬂht or the dm}

~ side of the picture, by relatmg the disgusting tales of British

tourists, respeeting our southern country, nor the servile adu.
tation of some novthern people, who have been flaitered by -
southern etiquette, while they have remained ignorant of -
fasts ¢ standing equally 'deaf from. the formen and the. latter, .
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he states Hare-ficed ficts, which he hag persomally seen,”
and lz;m-d,\and felt, in his own travels, ‘ .
Whoso readeth, let him anderstand what the writer hath
Rnown, not by the noisy and stale st ties of the bar-room ;
ot by the COnWlt&ﬁ#"n‘of romantic tours of those who writ; " e 4 | L *U :

CONTENTE.

“to gain applause, by drawing only the fair side of the picture,
bt by actial experiercs, ; ' |

THE AUTHOR,
—

¥

PART B

CHAPTER L.
¥ntroductory Remarks.

CHAPTER IL

~ Pluce of hativity—Opportunity for youthful information-—

& Raised to agricultaral life—Early thoughts on character—

4 Providence—Views of future life—F irst settled at Hopkin-
B ton—-Society-——-Business-—-Mis'fortune—--Aﬁiictions-—~};nv,vi~ i
‘ tation to go to the - Mississi ppi—Journey—Voyage— Axti-
val at New-Orleans—Passage up the river—Anecdote—
On the way to Woodville—Arrival at brothers —His fail-
\re—Sickness— Attempt to-settle—Commence overseeinz
—Sickness—-Difficulty—-Leave the place—Commence
wood cutting=—TLoss—Sickness: of himself—Wife—Over-
seeing—Difficulty—Remove to Pinkneyville—Resolve to
leave the country—Arrival at'OhIQ—Whitehaﬂ-——Remarks.

CHAPTER I~

Same account of the country—Unhealthy—Soil—Produc-
tions —Deseription of the people—Influence of the climate
on emigrants—On’ labourer Nathan  Melven—Poor la-
bourer not respected—Depression ruins many—people of
the free, should not emigrate to slave states—Further ob-
servations on the climate—Further accounts of produc-- -
tions. /

CHAPTER V. |
Religious and moral state of the country—Of Pinkneyyille-s » -
A A :
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Rey. I, ljlstis~Methodists~Meth6dists have good pre&cks
_ers— Social habits unfriendly to religion—Dissipation T :
burials—Many enlightened ~ people “with corrupt mogal ‘ ¥
taste. . , R !
CHAPTER V. L WAR TR ATIVEY e
Observations on 1 Cat o «N'NRRA']' ]VL’ &
avery-—Slavery tends to corrupt the whites W T |
—Remarks hy Jefferson and Darby—Slavery inexcusa. et Bee| Q) mse v
ble—Jefferson—Inconsistent withy the gospel—Manner of ? )
.“"" . i ? ~ Introducto a\ﬂ{!. ‘
CMANY people may think that: this [ittie:
work belongs to the number of useless books.
Whiclt are i the world. To such L'reply, that
= think otherwise, although'I agree with them,
" that it would have been better, had it'come
weablor pen ; if my objectors could see
. load of human misery which I have seen;

~ in congequence of men -emigrating to the
=~ gouth, who occupy rordinary stations in life,
~ they would agree with me, that something

- L ought to be done to give such men proper in-
B ation. ] s
| Nod I have the satisfaction of knowing; that I
? have pleased some men of understanding; and

none who have examined the manuscript, have
discouraged ity publication: ~While on my
journey from Mississippi to Vermont, I saw
~ several parents, who rejoiced that I intended
to publish this little work, ~ They said, that
~ had their children possessed the advice and in-
formation of one who knew by actual experi-
" ence and observation, the evils of such a change

' of climate, they might probably have beem
v
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spared the anguish of mourning their early -
death.  With this view I have Written it, that
it may prevont others from emigrating to their
mjury, and to raise a small fund to restore my
afflicted family to a {ree state.

It has long been acknowledged in the free
states, that children are the property, as well -
as the hope of the common wealth; under this
view, public schools are established, that the
poor may share in the general stock of infor-
mation. .

Society has received much good f{rom so -
general a diffusion of knowledge : but as good -
often arises out of evil, so. evil sometimes :

grows out of good. Young people possessing
a good stock of information, having enterpriz-
ing minds, feeling their poverty, and hearing
‘many pompous stories from the south, have
ventured, without friends to assist them when
they get there, and almost without money, to
oo to the south, where very many meet their
hisawointmmxt..  They have united with their

ideas of southern advantages, their present no- -

tions of health, friends and soefety. . -

On arriving at the south, they find much
« that they have heard to be. true; and could :
they have health and enjoyment, all would be
well. . But here the scene changes: healtlr
cannot be depended upon, and many diepre-
maturely. . 'Those who live find little enjoy-
ment with which they. have been acquainted
i, their pative . countiy. . Common . peo-

o

f{re have any society at all, must-a
sty of thought and conduct, so en-
ifferent from theix ewn,.ox;.'frc_)m what
e been taught' in a more enhghtened
hat to enjoy it, they must undergo a
of conversion, yot for the better, }mt
he worse. To prevent this is one object
of the work ; andif I' should in any measure
gecomplish it or induce some one to take up
the subjestywwho shall haye ability equal to the -
task, I shall gain one great end: for which I

" have written the following pages..

I do not intend, by offering a general ac~
gount of my early life, to assume that vanity
which appears in some, by givmg an account
of an cx.aﬁcd* pedigree, or splendid actions.

Lvery reader is naturally led to enquire the
views and feelings of the wrlter.,“befo.y(e, he-
knows what judgment to form of his writings.
f'or some readers, it is sufficient to know that
the writer was not of their class; or party ;
and they exclaim at once; it is uniorthy of oux
attention! Others have candour eunough to
make every properallowance, and are willing
to read any thing that elicits instruction.

As I design the following pages, principally,
for men ofiordinary life, I have chosen to put
it in its present form, that such men may be
assured that I possess many of their views and
feelings, and judge of things as they would,
had they been in similar circumstances 'and
tlaim on this account their attention, yvlule.\i
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‘relato hriofty 1]1(;“@:;;1:1'}:,'pmsfvaﬁ;«myi afe 5 and

thensproceed to, the prineiple ;Jﬂ‘f;ct‘l had in_

View, which'i§ toshew 'the evic of emigrating
from froe, to shave states. »
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CHAPTER 11,

Place of DIUVIE Y ()
Raised co’agricwmm% ife—ISarly thoughts on charactor—
Providence—Viesw of tutare Hfe—TFirst settled at Hopkin-
“ton—Society— Business— Misfortune—-Aflictions—Fnvi.
tation to go te M ississippi—Jouuney«Voyage—Arrival a.

New-Orleans—Passage up the river—Ancedote—On the

way 10 Woodville—Arrival at brothers—Flis failure—
Bickness— Attempt to gettle~Commence ‘OVerseeing -
Bickness—Difficulty~TLeave the places Comnence wood
eutting-Losg-=Sickness of lﬂmaef!’-—Wiﬁ%—Ovcrseeiné—"-«

Difficulty—~Remove to Pinkneyyille—Resolve to leave the,.

country=—Ayrival as Obio—At Whitchall—Remarks,
- I'was born in the commeniveulth of Mas-
sachusetts, in the year of our Lord, 1786. T
enjoyed the prvileges of a common school in~
struction, until I was ten years old, when'my
father moved to the State of Vermont,  after
which, I was taught habits of industry, and en-
joyed only a limited opportunity for instruc-
tion, ; g, ok
I was early taught to Took on agriculture as
my lot or sphere in-life ; and led to helieve it
to be as honorable as any calling, when united.

with a wirtuous life. = Virtne heing the only

proper ornament of - any station, I have been
led to pitty the imaginary superiority of seme..,

Iimr‘t.l,u)ll,'x for youthful instruction—

.
L

dthey been governed by better

| ,“; od to believe, that our l.)}_essi.ngs,

é"i “or roligious, were the gift of the

[ sreios, and it depends much on

woment of ‘them, for the ‘benefic we
i1

leniton, and worldly discontent,

us with me,
mdulged them to my injury.

a ¢ acquainted with business, 1 fely

e

‘, ‘Mﬁn&ﬁougm be toolimited, and degired

lgrate 10 @ new country : that 1 might,
tom thelittle which my father could bestow,
MMnuppnmmify to rise in'the'warld by
than might be expeeted inan ol

" ’.';‘?Rr-,lyﬂng privcipally on my. Tabour, at the
e

elose of my minority, I leftmy father, an‘d‘se&
tled in the county of St, Lawvence,. and State
of NewsYork.  This ‘was then priacipally a
‘wilderness, with small and scattered settle-

~ments. I located myself at Hopkinton, where

I had better society than is common in new
‘settloments, which are generally nzade up: of
emigrants from different places, bringing with

“them different manners and habits. In about
two yoars after I had setiled, a religious socie-

‘ty was' regularly formed in Hopkinton, and a

‘minister of the gospel wasisoon after settled in

* ihat place. I'had here, placed too high an cs-

:
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might have rendered them

s




tumate on property, and became impatient witk
my humble means; and resolved to employ =
fictitious capital, to advance my interest, a pol-
qcy which | have ‘since thought unsuitable fox
-agricultural men to pursue. g
My chject was to enter into the manufactur-
ing of potash, and the culture of wheat, and is
this way to advance my interest, by the wil-
derness which surrounded me.  Butthis prov-
od to me a source of misfortune, for before I
had matured the scheme, the commercial re-
strictions, which preceeded the late war, by
destroying our markets, proved the overthrow

of many, and I was compelled to fail in busi-

1NeSS. 2 :

Although I had suffered my feelings to be
entirely engrossed in the caves of life, yet I felt
a solemn obligation to discharge my debts, in
the most speedy manner in my power. In this
‘[ was employed five years before I could ac-
complish my ohject ; at the end of which time,
1 felt little desire to enter on another speeula-
tion.  Providence had now chosen auother
mode of chastisement. Sickness was sent in-
te the family. ~ Our oldest daughter was at-
tacked with an illness, which, under diffcrent
forms, continued for more than two years;
during which time, an only son, a picture of
health and sprightliness, was suddenly taken
away by death. This was a trying scene,
which I shall not attempt to deseribe. Parents

can better conceive than describe the sensations

¥

d in the latter part

cemained afflicted,

ary symptoms.

| me to travel to the

oid the winter season.—

- ablo to incur the expence,
foelings wore severely tryed. We
er vm?r pleagantly excepting

i 10t account. Here we
goeioty, Our af-

il M; ﬁ’vqw lneigh..

th of Octobor, 1818, 1 received a
wother, then in Natchez, State

 Awer to one I wrote, to inform him of the death
F uvﬂmy son, and the afflicted state of the family.
i“ i breathed chyistian sympathy and brotherly
- Affection, and contained an dnvitation for me
~ lo.remove to him, setting forth the advantages
gﬂf the cl.lmgite, on the health of onr dausghter ;
- and promising mea handsome support,* and
- the education of my children, if I would re-
move to that countvy, and take the charge of a
farm for him. - ;
. 'This offer appeared so flattering ina pecun-

%$600 and @pard and sglooling, by brothes.

y




4

fary view, and the hope of raising our Sickly

daughter, and handsomely educating all our
children, induced us to listen to his proposals.
I took the advice of several friends, shewing
them the letter I had received.  Our physician

expressed himself as followss=—¢If I were in_
your place, though it took all I had in the world

T would go: you will probably never raise
your daughter in this country: if you go you
may raise her: and the advantage to your oth-
er children appears great.”  After consulting
all my friends, I made the best arrangements in
my power, to prepare for the journey. The
amcar approach of winter rendered the greatest
dispatch necessary. ‘

On the 9th of November, I set out with my
family from Hopkinton in a waggon.

The health of our daughter rendered our
journey slow to Albany, and stopping oeccas-
ionally with our friends, in the western part of
Vermont. We arrived at the city of New-
Vork on the 28th of November, where we
waited five days for a passage to New-Orleans.
We sailed on the 3d of December, in ship Re-
mitance, Capt. Silas Holmes. '
 We had pleasant weather for two days.—
On the third day after leaving port, being in
the Gulph Stream, we were overtaken%
storm, memorable for the damage done in the
harbour of New-York, and on the eastern
coast. The storm increased, and the next
fay threatened destruction. We were thirty

W

ow ; the sea breaking cver

 fores, often threatening te

o three days we were

i docks  The captain told me

L son farging wan fiftcen years,

¢ bhefore rode out so severe @
loed, lt:mppeawd to me during our
t, a the gate of death. This was
enlm and fine weather, which

aw,  Off the Bahama

hor gale, \.wu;,;.‘pogsi&

s our nearness to the banks:.
woeived no damage, and safely

and of Cuba. We left sight of

Ao Island in the dark of the evening, with a

Wue. About one o’clock at night we
woro nwal by the cry of ¢ all hands !”” A

VOro s | struck the ship abead, back--
«l hor sails, carried away her gib-boom, rack-.

! w the fore top mast, threw her on her side,
. aud occasioned a cvy from the man at helm,

4 Giod save us, the rudder is carried away 2

~ 'Lhis produced a general alarm for a few mo-
~ ments, when the ship righted, the rudder was.

found safe, and the sails were handed ia, in
the best manner possible. "The weather be-
came boisterous, and at day-light, we more ful-
ly saw the danger which we had passed. 'The
rigging and sails were cut and torn, and the
deck strewed with their ruins. We had no
more pleasant weather for several days.. We
lay heating about the bay of Mexico for four
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ays atter we had taken on board a pilot.—

e ol . ford . .
[he weather becoming favorable on the thirty
seventh day of our voyage, we arrived off the

Balize in the afternoon, and crossed the bar-

at the mouth of the Mississippi, just before sun
set.  The weather becoming hazy, we appre-
-hended another storm, and %elt no small satis-
faction at finding ourselves safely at anchor.—.
'This place has nothing in it pleasant, to lands-
men, being formed of the mud and logs that
are washed down the river, and is too low to
afford any considerable vegetations; yet it
served to. break the swells of the sea, so that.
we had a comfortable nights rest. In my
journal I find the following stanzas made at
the time & s ok
1ow pleasnst to bebold our country’s friendly shore ;
\Where we may safe at anchor ride, and hear the ocean roar.
Next morning the wind being favorable, we
weighed anchor & sailed up theriver to Ft. St.
]f’l\iﬁips, without any interruption. The river
turning here, so as to lose our wind, the pas-
sengers proposed uniting with the crew to warp-
the ship around the turn, to which they agreed-
In the same manney we passed the Kng-
lish Turn, and arrived at New-Orleans in four
days. making in the whole forty-one days
passage. i
I here had the satisfaction to find thechealth
of my dasehter much improved by our long
voyage, so much so, that she was able to'walk
with me and her younger sister ta see the city,

ghocked with the
glaves in chaibs,®
bt | had read of Al-
i New-Orleans to please
man, Its vices are perhaps
olty in the world.  We lay
) passage up the viver ; dur-
o | visited the Rev. Sylvester
Boonliy terinn minister from New-
‘ ‘ Wi an evening’
; , 0 pious souls
tloans, who had emigrated from
* visited the foundation of the
| b ‘Chureh in that place. In cou-
' tion with Me. Learned, on the subject of
suelety, he observed, ¢ we have imported our
) our workmen, and our socie-
W0 an omen that something  yet remains for
New-Orleans.  In viewing the population of
“this eity, | was struck with the propriety oi
Parish’s remark on southern population ;—
W hoy are of. all shades from white to black,
~an index of their morals.” We passed up the
" iver in a steam boat, to St. Francisville, or
Boyou Sarab; from thence in a waggon to
the springs near Woodyville, where we arrived
on the %f‘d‘ of January, 1819.

i gl R
(Ot

11

v
" #This has reference to such refractory slaves, as are sent
" there by their masters for punishment; who are oliliged int

the day time to wear chains, or strips of jron, fastentdito their

I "legs, while they do' the eity drudgery, and at pight o con-

fined in prison,
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After Tanding at Bayou Sarah, I was strack
with the unsocial habits of the people. In
their mode of travelling, those who avoid splen-
dour, carry their foed, and sleep in their wag-
gons. It wasin one of these waggons, that 1
got a passage for my family—no other op-
portunity offexing at that time. ~ Being unpre-
pared to travel in this style, we were obliged
to halt for refreshments.  We therefore, stop-
})e’é?,**at what our driver called a tavern. I cal-
ed for a meal of victuals for the family, but
was refused ; I pressed the eall by the slender
health of the family, it being too much to ride

all day without eating; but I found humanity

very little concerned for those who travel in
large waggons. Stepping out to speak to the
waggoner, the lady (for so she is called in this
country) asked my wife who we were, and
where we were going. She replied, that we
were emigrants from New-York, and were go-
ing to a brethers, near Woodville. ¢ Who is
your brother,” she asked. He is the Precep-
tor of the Female Academy in that place, was
her answer. 1 know him very well,”” said
she, “you have had a very long journey.” So
saying, she called a servant, ordered the table
get, brought on hier decanter, a round of chit-~
“ehat ensued, and fora time she seemed to forget
that we came in a cotton waggon. Thisis
not a solitary instance of the unfriendly feel-
ings of the inhabitants of this country towards
strangers. ~ Many respectable poor can attest.

DA T e I T Al i 50

Whiletathers, who have had
ke @ splendid appear-
od this mark of barbarism,
0y Were to be highly prais-

umz. '

my hrothers, T found him en-

W (orming o new school establishment,
Twen m"lv?ned to leave Natchez, and es-

al hore,  His object was to
g woloel fiom, Tarm, i

Do under my el or Management.—
ming acquainted with his circomstan-

id he had ventured too much on the

oo of his friends, and was deeply in

und should any thing occur unfavoura-

hio would be in a precarious situa-

I after, my fears were realized, for

somo who had been instramental in his remoy-
| from Natchez, beeame disaffected, and soon-
~ became enemios, exerting all their influence to
~ injure his sehool, in which they soon succeed-

b o Mo, however, endeavoured to do for me

~ what he had promised: my children went to

- ychool, and we spent the summer in anxietys
- Hig failure soon became inevitable. He la-

- mented my unhappy situation, but was compel-

B - led to d{smfsés ‘Ms ‘school and  business.—
i ;

My family remained well till some time in the
~ ‘month of July, when my children were all sick,
 my two oldest were dangerous. I was ableto

© assist the niother till the first day ef Septem-

‘bee, when she had to be nurse to the whole

'

&
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family.  'The children not being raised from

their afliction, I was geverely attacked with
the prevailing fever, which soon assumed

the 'Typhus form, and threatened to extinguisk: &

life. "My wife did not put off her clothes ta
yest for twenty one days, when, worn out with
fatigue, she became unable to take care of her
suffering family. [ was not yet out of danger
from debility, and it was not till the forty first
day that I left my house ; and I verily believe,
had I been deprived of my wife’s assistance
sooner, 1 should have sunk to the grave.—
Through the blessing of God, we all survived
this trying scenc. -

I felt severely the effects of this sickness;
and never have gained my usual firmness of
health. ;

"The cool scason coming en, and being dis-
appointed in our hopes with my brother, we
began to enquire, what we should do for future
support. But two ways appeared practicable
for us, which were, either to labour as we had
formerly in the northern states, or to take a
situation as overseer of a plantation—as I ap-
peared qualified for no other but agricultural
pursuits. The idea of slavery had not yet be-
gome familiar, or pleasing ; and mostof thé
plantations, which were large enough to sup-

ort a family, were governed with such severi-
b

ty, that we thought it best to try to labour.—
Accordingly we got indulgence for the expenc-

as, which our afflictions had incurred, and set-

on from Woodville-~~indule--

i roductive clime would

le support from our labour.

goon made us feel that the

 the fact. Our children were:

i the season, while my health grad-
od; my wife found the care of the

o miuch for her, while I was unable
for hor assistance. '

E in taken with
ours s my wif f e physi
ﬁm‘wwm_n{’ the family. . it
tude and skill, rarely united in a female,
hore the unequal task, and would often
ob my desponding hours, with words of
‘ Wy e alleetion,  But, how could I be
omfo ler such tials! Property, health,
fricnds, and society were gone; and in addi-
flon'to the gloom, I saw her health, and stiength
ﬂ!cl'inm.,; I now heheld her as the saviour of
the fa ?’ ~ In less than twe years, she had
y rescued every member of the fami-

apparent

Iy, more than once, from death. - It would
 hawve given me pleasure to hayve had it in my

ower to relieve her.  Butalas! we were sit-

~ wated in a slave country, without a servant. 1
- often thought of our situation at the death of
. our sot, in Hopkinton.

In & free country,
where socicty s refined, even afflictions have

- their blessings ; but here, no one fo relieve her
.\ ewro, by day or night.

In' August, 1 so faz




giined my health as to get out from home ; ang
the crop being nearly completed; I obtained a
servant for a short time.  Buf now my wife
had another severe trial,  Iler youngest child
‘being attacked with a maligant faver, engros-
sed her whole attention for about six weeks.
Most sincerely did we long to return, but in
vain ; the little 1 had, was wasted, and I had
pot been able to mature my crop. Lo live so
was impossible.  In additica to this, I had
rendered myself accountable for upwards of
4200 for my brother the year hefore.  No al-
ternative now remained but to take business
as an overseer. 1 had an offer to go on to the
bank of the Missisippl, which I accepted, and
removed there the first of QOctober, 1820 ; my
smployer agreeing to become responsible for
“my debts, and those of my brother, for which
I was holden, and taking at the same time the:
property which my brother gave ‘as security
for his debt.  Thus
measure, from my late thraldem, and began
acain to feel cheerful. We were, at this time,.
all in comfortable health ; but our joy was

short ; for soon after our arrival on the planta-
tion, our three oldest children were taken dan-

The second daughter, whose
symptoms at first appeared  most favorable,
soon changed to a malignant state, and medi-
gine proved ineffectual for her relief. The re-
semblance and name of my mother, after being
wern oyt regeived a Jittle reviyal, and fell a-

gerously sick.

I felt at liberty, in some-
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\lel ghe never awoke.  She fell

the evening, and breathed her

ter part of the night. All exer-

ale her proved ineffectual.  Here

folt the want of our former friends ¢

ring her death with the death of our

‘ ,,' hite fomade near to assist, or console -

s unhappy mother.  To prepare. our child
thy gravoe, was now the work of a fond
intad ouly by a female. servant,

“allliction she saw her chil-
Her time and care
wo now divided between the dead and the
T'he next day a few people assembled,
was carried to the grave, with as lit-
alomnity as would be thought possible for
: ow upon his fellow clay. Our
en again recovered, and we spent

lition L
. 4
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n sick around her.
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R e winter agreeably, until towards spring,
~ avhen theinfluenza made its appearance, an 1

o
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~self ouly excepted.

‘ 5

b

went through the family, white and black, my--
: It appeared contagious
and destroyed numbers in the country that
yoar. We had no physician, and had the good

" fortune to lose none with that disorder, though

¥ "1
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soveral were very low. At the close of the:
sickuess, our employer paid us a ‘visit, and in-
formed us of the death of some on his home
plantation, with the same disorder; inquired

our management of the sick ; expressed his

eatisfaction ; and gave my wifo. a formal
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eharge of the sick, and told n‘ne';he avould pay
her for 1t. ‘ 4
We had a favorable time for health after this,

“until June, 1821, when the dysentary made

its appearence among the negroes. : ,

From that time, till November, we had lit-
tle rest or comfort on account of the dysentary
-and fevers,  On the 26th of June, | was taken
with a severe fever. From a kind operation of
medicine I broke the fever in a few days, but
was reduced so asto be unable to walk to the
quarters.  During this time, my wife had to
take the care of myself, and twenty negroes,
who had daily medicine from her hands, be-
sides a number who had been sick, who yet
needed the eye of a master. In about a week
I got on my horse and rode to the field.—
When 1 examined the sick out.of thirty work-
ing hands, I found only five grown persons, and
two children, able to be in the field ; nor was it
much better for some time after. My expos-
ure was so injurious to me, that I soon relaps
ed again and again, until 1 had five attacks of

fover—most of ‘the time 1 could ride to the

field i the cool of the day. I believe it was
September before 1 could walk across the field,
and was slender until Pecember. Our crop,
however, Was,\fvery forward, and was secured
in autumn to the satisfaction of the owner.—

Its forwardness i the spring and early atten: .
tion bestewed, prevented its wntimely ruin by

the weeds. . s
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| Wi the more unhappy, nst on-
holuded from society, but by
B quarrelsome few that sur-
Several hair-breadth escapes
idor were the consequences of their
freels.. One died on the third day
or »qht. Some time in the fall, T was
SIE morning called upon for some boards teo
0 wnlko o coffine T enguired for whom, and
Bt tobout Beott had bseun killed by
hipps. I asked if they would bury
t an inguost, and told the person it
W illegal, and that an inquest ought to he
od, or inmocent  persons might be charged
With being accessary to his death. An inguest
- Wan therefore called, and I was one of the ju-
- 1o who sat to examine the body of Scott.—
i It v‘nppmrea that they were collected for a
: ‘*d!"illkln% frolick, -and that Phipps became an-
gj- vy without cause, and commenced an attack
i Scott, and that they were parted by the
~company. In the affray, Thomas Roddy re-
‘ceived a kife through his hand, in attempting
%0 shield it from another person. The affray
" Wag stopped here, but Phipps swore he would
- kil Seott, Scott was therefore, advised to go
- home, and he soon defe the company. Phipps
 Minding him gone, said he would follow him,
i Sind beat him to death with a club. He wag
- Iseen on {ull speed, about eighty rods distant
; ';;‘ﬁ‘om the place where the body of Scoit was
found; the body was beaten in a shocking
i o -

—
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nanner, (¢vidently with a club) soas to raise a
~ puff between the skin and flesh, alp/a‘lmost eve-

“yy part of his hody. Afterall this I could not

. obtain a verdiet of willful murder. 1 however
obtained a verdict in this form, ‘«“ Robert Scott
came to his death by abuse, or v.iolt_mce,” and
sent the testimony, with the verdict, ‘to ghe
parish judge. Here I not only found the ju-
rors eold and indifferent, but no exertions were
made on the part of the judge, 1o bring bim to
justice.

Tn the winter after, I happened to ‘be cross--

ing the ferry, from Concorda to Natchez, in
company with judges Broughton and Dunlap ;
after the usual engquiries, common among trav-
cllers, finding 1 was from Bayou ‘Cutoff, the);
turned their conversation on the inhabitants of
that neigh’borhood, and the death of Scott was
mentioned. I told-them I wasforeman on the

~ think any were killed in the field.

2

‘he may be taken some years:

it will serve to prevent other

“manifesting a proper spivit to execute

- ke said he would- send them, and

rord, for soon after a proclamation

il i§sted, offering a reward for Phipps, but

) 110 purpose. He has since secretly visited
iy friends, and no-one has disturbed him.—
Soon after thig affair took place, I became w
wubject of their rage, and many attompts were
made to get me out to their parties, but I al-

:‘Ways refused, and kept as much as possible at

“peace with them. At length they found what

‘they thought an excuse for an outrage on my

peace,  Some hogs had broke into the enclos-

" ure, two were ijured considerably by the dogs

~ in getting out, and I was eharged with killing
pigs, of which T had no knowledge, nor do I

Without

jury of inquest, and I Jamented the depravity . giving me notice, a number met at a neigh-
of both people and rulers ; that it disgraced ;‘:‘“‘bourfs mill, on the day I usually ground ;
our country to hqve a t}u?g f)f that klpd‘pa'ss i ;""prOVldentla}ly, [ v ca!lefi another way, and
apparently unnoticed.  The judge rephe(%dthgt - an old negro was sentto mill..  He came home
Phipps was gone, and that nothing.could . be much alarmed, and told what had been said,
done to the purpose, 1 -told him he ought to | * dnd remonstrated against my going to the mill ;
manifest a disposition to execute the laws, by ~ for said he, they will kill you, as they did
offering a reward for. his apprehension. He _“p_,oor _Sco;t.' I well knew, that to betray my
said this was the business of t.he Governor.— ~ trust in business would not do, and the least
I answered, then it is your business to acquamnt B gymptom of: fear, would be a signal for them

him of it-——and where are the documents’— L to advance in their designs against me. Tac-
He said they were in his office. I then a'sléed . cordingly armed myself for the first time, a-
fhima if he would send them to the Goverpor f=— B8 aainst my fellow man, and sent them word.;

&
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that I had not intended thom any injury, and:

i I had dene them any damage n getting the
Hogs out of the field, I would either buy the
wounded hogs, or pay the damage but: I would
not suffer my own, or any other person’s hogs
in my field ; and if they would come peacea-
bly, we would try to settlo it ; ift we could not
agree, wo would wait the arrival of my employ-
or, and it should be ‘honorably settled'; but

if they should attack me, I would try to defend”

myself. :

"This stayed the affair, until [ could see my
mployer, who approved of my conduct, and
settled the business. After their passion abat-
od, we lived on terms of neighbourly friendship,.
andl I left the place. It has been my lot to
gxperience trouble in swift succession; and
fow began a struggle with my employer. T
have before stated, that I was involved, when.
[ was employed, and now the day of settle-
ment arrived, when to' my surprise I was
charged with my prother’s debt, of $220,
which 1 supposed, I had paid, with the proper-
ty before mentioned,
nothing, except what I had in aetual posses-
sion, at the time of contract and the amount of
which, was only eighty dollars. This made.

~ come difference which displeased him, and he
allowed my wife™ nothing for her extraordina~
ry trouble with the sick.

e ————

%Maore than a year afterwards.lie allawed her ten dallas.
i :

Lhis brought about

for which he allowed me .

T iy

=

3 P

- neighbors
~ you, and
ﬁ:& gnother man. they will try him also ;

“q_(
S
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jony at which he expressed his disaps
and showed himself to be a mag-
y enemy. He walked out with me,
pressed: himself much as follows :—¢ 1
you to stay, this has been an unfortunate
feo to me ;. you.have done. well, and your
have. done with you ;. they respect
will give: you no more trouble; if 1.
you
qow: you cannot labour to support you in this

*_ climate ; 1 .will give you seven hundred dollars

. A yeary
have the privilege of whatever help you need

and find your family, and you shall

in sickness.”” Perhaps Lought to have stayed,.
but I felt a wish to live whereno- broils might}
disturb oux peace, or suspicion of my employ-
er’s honesty. I, however, told him I would
stay for eight hundred dollars, intending to get

some restitution for . the past.. He chjected,

and I answered, perhaps I might accept, when.
1 saw him again, I would look out and see.— -
He swent home, and I went in pursuit of busi-

ness ; but it was too late.in the year, for all
sood business was taken. He hived a young”

=] .
man, conditionally, if 1 should-go  away, for

five hundred dollars a year, an.apprentices wa-

ges on the ‘river. y mext disappointment.

was, that he would not accept me when I of--

fered, and said that he was holden to the other-

person, but if he would recant, he would em-—-

ploy me; and we appointed a plage and time tos
€. ;
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weet, when he was to give me an answei.—
He did not meet me at the time, and I passed
on to attend 1o some business at my late resi-
dence. One of my old neighbors in the mean.
time, told me he had talked with my employer,
the day after we parted, and that he told him
he was fully satisfied, and should employ me-
another yeay. This showed me his design.—
I went to his house, but he was not at home.
I left word, thatif he intended to send the oth-
er man, he had better do it soon, for under
the circumstances, then existing, I sheuld do
a0 more for him. In a few days, his agent
came with the young man, and told me he had
‘orders to deliver the business to him. T asked.
if he had brought me any money ? He said no..
What shall I do, without business, or money ?
He answered, he was sorry to have me go a-
way, but it was his orders. i

I shall ever think that the business would
“have been done at once, had I offered to take
the place of the young man for his wages.

My eircumstances at that time, and want of
‘my wages, which he withheld, led them to
‘think I would make any concession. I detest-
‘ed the intrigue, gave up the place, and left
home again to find employment.  Finding
none, 1 got liberty to cut wood eight miles
down the river.  While I was gone, the young

man offered te give up the place, if 1 wanted

it, adding he had no family, and could better
shift for himself. 'This was what 1 expected,

ol
p former employer gel me again,
se glare of friendship, he would
i to accept me. [ felt governed by
tives, and would not again acknowl-
i false friend.

iled a flat boat, and put my family and
“woods on board, and descended the river, call-
" od at the house nearest to the land on which I
was o eut wood, and borrowed some provis-
jons till I could-supply myself, we not having,
_ at that time one dollar, after paying for our
| passage.” This was the fiist time I ever saw

=

\ provision, or a house to cover me. We were
| peceived, and accommodated with an out-
. house, until I could build. :

I went to work and made the best exertions. .

* I was able, soon scld some wood, got a sum
L on the credit of my late employer, ‘and began
= to live comfortably.

. wood ; bat failing to sell, it not being in de-
" mand fast enough to pay my hands, I was in-
“duced to boat seme to New-Orleans, to pay for
" labour. In this I was not prosperous, for be-
.~ ing too late, the market was glutted with that
~ article.. I however, paid my hands, with a
" loss of one humdred dollars on the value of the
" wood at home, loosing my time. Whilein.
" New-Orleans; I had a fresh picture of humarm
. misery, and again witnessed the folly of many
who deave their homes, pursuing the dreams.

~ myself without one dellar, or one mouthful of

I hired some help, and cut @ quantity of

i




of fancy, till their money is wasted, and among -

strangers, they fall into need, and know not
what to do.  If sickness should then set in,

their wretehedness would be complete.  How

many have fallen in this way, victims to their
folly, God only knows. I have seen and heard
enough to make memory weep, I was par-
ticularly affected, with the condition of two
sprightly boys, who had left their homes (Ohio)
to come down the river in a boat, for common
wages. They landed at Natchez, and the
novelty of the town soon wasted their earnings,
when they hired. again for New-Orleans,

where I found them in a needy condition, un- -

able to 'go home;* and they now began to be
alarmed at the danger of the climate. They
“wished me to pay their passage up the river,
and they would cut'wood for me, . Numbers
made the same request, but I could not relieve
many. 'The young boys attracted my atten-

tion, and I paid their passage to my house, and -

sot them to work. . I'soon found: they could
not endure the climate, and were unprofitable
“to me. I obtained a passage for them to Lou-
isville, Ken. settled, and” parted with .them,

with the satisfaction of sendihg two sons home
to their parents. . Hundreds; for the want of
some little assistance, have died forgotten; or

if they survive, they become siekly, discourag-
" ed, and corrupted, till they are ashamed to re-
turn to their friends. Of this class,. I have

‘known several, who, had they stayed at home,.
S

P among those of like manners, might probas
y haye made uscful citizens. . :
[ n poan to feel the effects of the cli--

Ty
|

‘on my health ; and on parting with my
y I closed the busimess of the season. |
§ taken_ sick as usual, and was unable te
n my bread, uantil November. In October,

| preceeding I saw my wife, for the first time,
* dangevously ill.  I'was scarcely able to set up
'~ ten minutes, at a time, wien she and my oldest
* daughter, were severely attacked with a ma-
" lignant fever. We now saw the danger of re~
. tiroment, in this sickly eclimate. We could
get no help; and had it not been for a young
~ Pennsylvanian,at work in the neighborhood, we
| might have died—not one of us being able to
- go to the river for water. ©~ He used. his best
~ endeavours to get a servant for us, but in vains
| He came every day tobring us wood and wa-
* ter, till my health would permit me to ‘take
* earc of the more afflicted. My eldest daugh-
~ ter soon obtained relief from medicine ; but all

medicine proved in vain with my wife. She
had a most obstinate run of fever—and when
we began to indulge some hopés of her recove-
vy, she relapsed, and appeared for some /time
almost hopeless. ~ My health now being some-
what improved, I was able to give her every
attention, in my power, which was small in-
deed. For some time she was not moved

" from her bed, we not being able to do ity being
B feehle, and our neighbors; whe were. welly




thought us  poor folks, (which will justify amy
neglect in that country.) :

Here, I formed a resolution, if we were once
more spared, I would never again live retired
in this country, without servants, for life may
be lost for the want of a little timely assis-
tance; andif I should be again out of business,
I would be among settlements more compact,
where some at least would have feelings of
humanity. - i

Towards the latter part: of November, my
family appeared to be gaining health ; my wife

was 8o reduced, that she required a length of -

time, to be able to do ‘any thing of conse-
quence, which so broke my time, that I could
do no business without obtaining help in the
house. I thought it best to take business on &

plantation, where I could have a house servent.

As soon as I could'leave home a few'days, I
went out to look for the business of overseeing.
I was advised to go to Capt: - == Sy
proper person to give me, business, who was
recommended to me to be a fine man. I call-
ed and delivered an introduction. He said he
had employed his overseer for the next year,
_ but would: assist me to get business of his
Nephew, Mr. . , who had just
arrived from Philadelphia, to inherit an estate.
I thanked him for his kindness, and wished to
be intreduced to the young gentleman, which
he accordingly did.  We did not agree at that
te, but deferred it a few days for decision.—=

85

~ Whe old Captain, after we had retired, address-
me as follows:— If you undertake  for —
' gt do as for yourself, for. he is a young+
it out of school, and knows nothing of
088,7 A few days after I saw him and
charge of his plantation. -1 moved my
ly, and saw them once more comfortably
* Situated, with a good house servant——and I be-
" gan to devote my time to my business. For a
- while [thoped I was comfortably settled ; but
I soon found that the .presence of the master
. added nothing to the peace of the.plantation,—
. The negroes well knew his inexperience, and
* he was simple enough to hold long talks with
" them, loving . their compliments, and hear-
~ ing their complaints——He would ques-
' tion me on what had passed, by which I

. saw he was getting jealous of my conduct—
~ thought some things were wrong—passed cold-
- ly by—enquired for:other men to take the bu-
‘a;siness—-thnug;ht me too severe, and the like ;
. so that I found my hopes of  staying through
. the season were small. I found he put confi-
* dence in some negroes, on whom 1 could not
§ depend, having found them unfaithful. The
 master® being seldom there, they played their
arts on him to advantage. My duties now
became embarrassing; he had purchased a
gang of twenty six in number, what we call

‘;'

. *On his visiting the plantation, they reported me in the
- most unfayordble mennery whick his. simplicity led kim te
g g beﬁ'eve. ot ; : %
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‘fete, mew negroes, that is, just brought from
“he eastern slave states. Many of them were
unacquainted with that' dicipline, which is
needful, when so many are put together. Ilis
~ whole number now amounted toabout sixty—
fifty of which could be useful in the field.—
This number, gathered from different places,
~and accustomed to different treatment was eal-
culated to ggive a manager much trouble and
perplexity.

1In correcting a young lad one day for misde- -

meanor, fie assumed an air of consequence,
said I should not whip him, if I did, he would
tell his master. 'To pass it at this time, would
be to lay down government at ence, although
1 was well aware, that their young master had

listened, too frequently to their complaints.—.

I advanced, he put himself in a posture of de-
fence, I made a blow at him, he seized my whip
and drew it from me. 1 ‘began to think time
+was not to be lost, sprang forward, seized him
by the throat, recovered my whip, and with
the but end knocked him down. By this time
a well disciplined negro came to my assistance,

held the offenders lread ‘to the ground, and I

turned the lash, which scon made him-cry out
for mercy. 1 permitted him to get up, ‘but
found him still rebelious. 1 told him his duty
as a slave, and mine, as one bound to keep or-

der; then drew a pistol,* and told him before

*This severity 1 thought proper’ at this time, as I suqu;at-;
ed he was set on by others to try the eflects of resistancei =

5T

‘ had no disposition to tyran-
ut I had found by experience,
‘were necessary for good order,
uld be obeyed—that the lash was ne=
r certain crimes, and if they resisted
¢ the but end, and if that was not
Siflicient, I would take the pistol : and told
liim he had nothing to do buts obey. He did
not appear humble, and I put him under guard
ould keep him from absconding,
1d set him at work, and at night put him in
ains; the next morning gave him fifty lashes
d set him under a guard, and so continued
lim three days before he appeared humble.—
“I'his convinced the new negroes, that I was
mot to be trifled with; and had not an unhappy
‘affair happened with the master soon after, 1
1ld have thought I had done with difficulty.
He, being a man of dissolute principles, had
* surrounded mie on different points of moral con-
duct ; among the rest, on the observance of the
abbath. = He had shown a total disregard for
~ the Sabbath, and told me he would as soon
work on Sunday as any other day. He nam-
ed  several pieces of work, he wished me te
ve done on Sunday. [ contended that it was
alawful, and imgropenf‘foi’ several reasons ;

5 ke
hat I had never done needless labour on that

ay, and I felt unwilling to begin. * He sai‘dl;
/as bound to superintend his negroes, as much

that day as any other.
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At that time the hooping-cough, plenrasy &
influenza, were making great distresses on the
plantation, and my family were among the suf-
torers. I was myself severely afflicted with

the influenza, and my two youngest children
were very sick with the hooping-cough. 'The
youngest was now within one week of a crisis
of the disorder, and might with propriety, be
called dangerous. In this conditicn; on Sun-
day morning, he ordered me to move my famr-
ly to a damp new house, built after the man-
uer of this country, with a mud ehimney, which
had been finished the day before. He ne
doubt now thought to put me to the test, and
open a door for much work on Sunday. Par-
ental feelings, mow combined with principle,
to oppose his command. 1 remonstrated, first
on the impropriety of the thing itself, from a
principle, which he well knew before, was
contrary to my feelings. He began to use
profane language, and ‘insist on my comply-
ance with his wishes, saying the sickness on
the place, had thrown the work ‘behindhand,
and that he wanted the team the next day on
the plantation. 1 told him it was true, we
had suffered much by sickness, and if business
was his object, he might order his teams at
plantation work, and 1 would not oppose him ;
but to disturh my family, I would not, for a
‘second reason, which was, that my family
were not in a condition to be exposed to a
damp house, and that the house must be dry

s 39
fore I could eonsent to move, as I mighs
btherwise endanger the life of my youngest
ild, and injove the' health of the family,
gl was then very feeble. His answer sux-
me, as [ had not till then found out the
e swore 1 should comply; or leave
) place. The health of my family now try-
L 6d me, to know what answer to give him.—
" o move Trfearedwould destray my child, and. .
o comply would destroy tho happiness of my-
 gelf an Fam‘ily,’by making Sunday a comumon
* job day. [ resolved to plead my contract with
" him, and if I could not reconcile him, to oain
4 little time for my afflicted family. L replied
‘that our contract was, that if I should not
please him, he was to give me, thirty days no-
tice, and discharge me ;. that in that time, my
family would probably be in better condition
to. move, and perhaps he might think best to
retain me. 1 turned from se disagrecablo a
" contest, ordered my house, and rode to a quar-
| ter of negroes, a mile from the house, and to~
.~ which he wished me to move. Here I attend-
ed to the sick,.and such other cares, as are un-
~ avoidable on Sunday. Here 1 had full time
for reflection,and T resolved to live asnear to my
duty as I could: and preserve peace, perhaps it
might pass as a pet ; but if he insisted on my
working  Sabbath day, I would leave him at
the end of thirty  days, as stipulated in our a-
greoment. The day passed. On Monday '
morning I arose to my business as gayal 5 ok

)
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- ter breakfast he resumed the difference, oxdes-
ed the cart to take the stores out of the house,
and told me that my power ceased from that
moment, and [ must be off immediately. 1 re-
monstrated, again plead the eontract, and the

distressed state of my family, which only in-

creased his rage,  He swore he would not bear

such Janguage—that he did not care for the

“

and
have me stay one day after I had opposed him.
¥ then demanded my pay. He said he would
pay me when he got ready. I then told him
a disclriarge was necessary, or [ should be liable
io pay damage for leaving him ; this he refis-
ed. I now saw the:,ca“fsé"W:xé“'cl’f{}}ie’ t indeed,
snd was satisfied his object was to get me off
without a settlement, and then charge the

blame to me, and by that means throw me out:

of my wages. [ went to Fort Adams for ad-
yice, and to see if I could get a house for my-
sick family. Twas advised by two gentlemen,
to present iim with a notice in writing, certi~
fying a discharge, and agieeing to settle, and
that he would, at some convenient time settle
with me, agreeable to contract ; but could not
get them to go with mie as mediators. 1 took
their advice, prescated the notice, which he
refused to sign.  His object cauld. no longer
be doubted. T felt seasibly my distress.

- Providence now: east in my way a witness;
that the violence was on the the part of the mass.

whli %’f‘l‘(,‘l("ﬂl"{“t]‘l{ﬂtﬁ he was wrong in' giving it—
aad rather lose one hundred dollars than
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-~ naster.
~ ter asked him if he knew of a man he could

" have one who is. doing very well.”?

41

vr. [ called to a neighbour, who was passing.

T Y, 10 A88ist me in obtaining an acknowledge-

“ment ffom the master, that he had caused the

M‘h tion ; made known my fears, that he in-
% aita

od to cheat me out of my wages. We
passed on, and scon came in company.with the |
After a round of idle chat, the mas-

get for an overseer. The neighbour appeared:

surprised, and said, « You are jokeing sir, you

(1 7
0,

~ replied the master, ‘“l.have nome; I have put.
~ off Mr. Pearse, and. want one.”” I then ob-

- served it was:a fact, and that too in violation
of his own contract.  The master saw he was.
canght, and:rode off.. I now was compelledto

" move, for | had not a supply of provisions for

. many days,and the master had refused to give

helpless family.

‘me medicine for- my sick ehildren, . although 1

~ had made use of my own medicine for his ne-

groes, before: he obtained-a supply. He had

removed the medicine out of my reach, and:
Mys. Pearse had ‘sent-a-servant o him three

times for medioing, to remove the phlegm from-
the youngest child, as she feared. its severe-
strangling might cause conyulsions and death. -
With a heart of stone, he refused all medical”
relief. I then reselved to hasten away, and

" soon went in search of a boat to -Fort Adams..

I was again disappointed of a place for my
'The dread of taking the dis--




order, had caused the man, of whom I had hix
ed a house, to forbid my taking possession.—
I saw nothing but that my family must be
Janded on the shore, without any shelter ; for-
1 had obtained a cart of the master to bring
my things to the river, and 1 had no idea he
would permit them to return. 1 knew not
what to do ! Every feeling of parental affec-
tion, which this occasion could eall forth, was
awakened at this time. . _

I was offered (after I had beew refused by
all others,) a privilege of a wood eamp, till I
could find some place for my suffering family.
[ there lodged my family, and set out to find
a house in the eouutry, back from the river.—
I was gone four days, and found a comfortable:
house 1n the village of Pinkneyville, eight miles
from Fort Adams. My former employer seit
his cart to move my effects, and Major S. M.
Liewis furnished me with herses to move my
family. L eughtnot to omit the generosity of
Mr. Abraham, and Mr. Scott, near Woodville,
who gave me five dollars, with which I paid
the boatman, for moving me to and from the
wood eamp. And Major Noland told me to
call on him, when I had moved; and get some
provisions till I could turn myself. We arriv-
ed at at Pinkneyville on the 28th of March,
one week after the affray with the master ;
during which time the family had suffered so
mueh from: their exposed situation, that they
were scaxcely able to help themselves; and
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~we despaired of the youngest child for some
days a}'tarp,, But the kindness of George F:
Randolph, Jr.afforded every medical aid which
" Wo stood in need‘of, at that time : and through
. the season. In this place, I was treated wath-
" more kindness, than had ever been shown mes«
“in this country.. But we obtained no business
or a.suppert, except a little boarding,. and a-

=~ little needle worl, not sufficient to suppert our
- family; we were therefore obliged to incur

~ some debts.

 During the season my wife was again se-
* verely attacked with a fever, caused most prob-
L ably, by too great exposure, which has never
. failed to afflict:us, when wé have laboured in
~ this climate.. I obtained a servant for her, and.
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* daring the latter pait of the season, we allen-
 joyed the best health we had experienced for
L five years.

It is just, to say of the inhabitants
of Pinkneyville, that they are kind in sickness:

- —though our circumstances at other times,

A
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 abtain any this year.

1

 were unfavorable for the enjoyment of society ::
. though in a village, we lived m a solitary man-

Biner: - i
No business was offered te us, nor could I

My last employer not being satisfied with-

. persecuting: my family to the gates of death,

R
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still only 5 miles distant;. united to the distress

, he had caused me, that of female slander; rep-

resenting my wife, as a person injurious fo me,.
and likely to make:mischief in my business.—




This, T have been informed, has detérred sonre
from employing me. Thus he was not satisfi-
ed with withholding my wages, but must (to
act his nature more fully,) descend below the
character” of & gentleman, and commit the
erime of the most wanton and cruel detraction
upont female innocence. ~

Towards the close of the year, (the time for
making contracts in this country,) I again set
out in search of business for my support. Be-
ing now completely satisfied, that we could not

support ourselves in this sickly elimate by la- .

bour. * I geon found that the number who
were in search’ of business, was so great, and

the price of the staple so low, that but small |

wages - could be obtained on the best planta-
tions; ‘and I was resolved not to engage in bu-
siness, which would not allow me to scheol
my children. sl 4id

Although I 'had” long wished to go-into the
free states, I had hoped that some other time
would enable me to do it to better advantage.
But now my way in’this country appeared
hedged up—wages had become too low to do
justice to my family—and te get-a support by

labour in this climate, Tfound was impossibie. -

To add to the gloom; I found my spirits sink-
ing under repeated strokes of adversity. I had
often comforted myself with the hope, that
more prosperous days would come; and would
often muster resolution, by reflecting, that it

was weakness in wan tosink beneath adversi--

. But thewe is, I believe, a point beyond.

» hich fow can pass with unshaken resolution.
Fo S6¢ my. family in want of a comfortable
sUpport; my children growingup in ignorance,
Uniprepared to enter upon;the stage of action,
Ith. any hope of usefulness, was to me: the
st gloomy period I ever experienced. For
Ltime I felt neither able to work, or to attend
any thing, But I concluded; though I cared
littlo for myself, that I ought to'make some ex-
tions for my wife and children,
I resolved to make one strugele more to.
lace my family in & cowntry where T could la-
our for their support, and where I might.give
them, at least, a common education 3 where
‘,thev virtuous are om a level; whether rich or
oor.  To accomplish this, I resolved to visit
friends in' the north—publish this little
teh of my sufferings—that if possible |

tight prevent men of commen grade,* from

migrating from free to slave states—and in

s way, raise a small sam for my afflicted
mily, hefore their ruin was completed.—
mble indeed, as the attempt may appear, I
el satisfied “there are but few parents, who.
uawilling to join with me, in thinking that.
method is more honourable to an affection-
¢ husband, and father, than to suffer his wife

*Few men of ordinary life go at ance from the northern
western states to this. country. = They commonly go west-
rd and descend the western waters, and many in this way

lete gheir ruin,




 eda letter from my brothex, Doctor

and children to languish out a useless life in
sickness, and poverty, in a slave country, where
the common blessings of the poor are denied.
" Soon after I formed this resolution, I receiv-
R: M.
Poarse, of New-Orleans, informing me that he
was about obtaininggan agency ofa large tnact
of land, in the Territory o A.rl‘:.aunsas,‘, and
' wished me to hold myself inreadiness to move
there with my family—offering me a hand-
some settlement for myself and family; if 1
would go. This caused me to.waye my: resc-
lution, tilL1 could know. the ne_sultr. e
_ A few days brought me the information, that
he wished me to go im,m‘e(}mtej?y,u._ Having
completed his bargain, he wished me to go in
time to commence a crop.. Accordlllgly onr
the 18th of March, I set out to. see the land
in Arkansas, leaving my family at Pinkney-
ville, until I could make further arrangements.
On arriving at the mouth of White River, we
received a passenger on board wha toid me he
knew the original claimant of the land, w:h;ch
I was going to see, and that I would be disap-
ointed to find-the land had been all sold by
}f)ﬁm before. He told me the Recorder, at the
post, would give me full satisfaction on  the
point. I therefore, made it my first business
to examine the records, and found him correct
as I supposed in his information.
This brought me to a stand at once.. Te
Yeturn Was discouraging, as I had no business
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- for this year, nor should I be likely to get any;
ST wout home'; and to live without business
another “year, would reduce me to a state of
‘porfect want. This-would blast all my hopes
Lol redeeming my family, which had been my
“intention, ever since my disappointment with
‘my brother. [ felt that if I should give upthe
Sidea of placing my family in a free country, 1
& was in danger of mental derangement. This
I thought it my duty to avoid il possible. 1
yok up my former resolution, and sailed for
e falls of the Ohio., Here 1 took another
assage in the steam-boat Velocipede, Capt.
t Rogers. Here I began to see the difference
* between the southern and northern manners.
I found some wheo a;ap'e_ared like kindred and
friends. I landed at/ Little Yellow Creek, a-
bout fifty miles below Pittsburg, and pursued
my way by land to Newburgh, adjoining
- Cleveland, on Lake Erie. ;
. After leaving the steam-boat, I thought of
. stopping a short time to work, to get some
' money for -expenses, for I was now destitute..
* I found no one-that would pay money for la-
" bour, and on making my case known, I found
. that instead of being slighted, as 1 had often
. been in the south, I was treated with more par-
ticular attention.  The hospitality of a free
" people, is directed to the object of doing good
» —but in slave countries, ‘it is more commonly
" bestowed on the affluent and gay. 1 arrived
| at, my brothers in Newburgh, and spent a day
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“op#wo with himbefored led him to a knowl-
edge of my designyor revealed my destitute cir-
cuamstances, ‘
of a neighbour for me, when he made known
Ty formmz&étﬂndingﬁin society, and Jamented
“my misfortunes.  His neighbour, Beter Rob-
inson, Ksgq. replied, “¥You ought not to be
“holden for the money, we will see to that—tell
him to call on me.” I jaccordingly called on
Esq. Robinson, and after some conversation,
presented him my papers. ~ He desired to
keep them a few dsys, saying he had friends
he wished might see them. A short time af-
‘ter, he handed me :my papers, accompanied
with an invitation from the Worshipful Master
of Concord Lodge, No. 15, tomeet with'them
at Cleveland in a few days, .at their regular
.eommunication. ‘I attended and never was
more agreeablyreceived in better days. They
voted me fifteen dollars, and encouraged the
publication of this work, for the relief of my
family. i 1
1 was much encouraged by thie friendly feel-
ings of all, with whom-1 became acquainted,
-and needed only my wife and children, to have
taken all the satisfaction, which a friendly so-
ciety could ‘afford. I pursued my journey
down the Lake, and was delayed hy winds foe
for some days. I landed at Buffalo, and walk-
ed to Brockport, on the Erie.Canal. Here, I
took water and passed down the canal to

Scheneetady. I then took the road o Froy

He went to horrow some ‘money
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© lu closing ‘my narrative, I shall only state,
that/my plan has been approved by several
slergymen, in Ohio, and has met the approba-

lion of an Ecclesiastical Council, convened in
| wa ‘of Whitchall, for other purposes.—
‘No person, who has attended to this work, has
S disapproved of its object. « For style, beauty
‘or enlarg ity it might have appeared better

from an abler hand ; buet I am sure that some-

L thing ought to. be done tor prevent men of or-
s fronr going to the slave holding
and if I can be'useful in this way, per-
1imay- se¢ the reward of my sufferings.
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CHAPTER IIL ;
“Some account of ‘the countey—Unhealthy— Soil—Produc-
* tions —Description of the people—Influence of the climate
on emigrants—=On labourer, Nathan Melven—Poor la-
bourer not respected—Depression ruins meny—people of
‘_‘ thé"frée,' should not emigrate to slave states—Further ob-
L servations on the clithate—F urther accounts of produc-
. tions. ‘ 1.

. A% T have expressed a wish to prevent those
* of “agricultural ‘pursuits, from etnigrating to
slave holding states, it may be proper to say

*Here I wonld acknowledge the favour of Col. John Moss;

with whom & travelled, and at bis expence. b okha et




somothing of the country, and: population ol

Liouisiana and Mississippi. :
- Any person, of judgment, need only to see

¢

the country, to know that it is, and that it must °

be unhealthy. +“The valley of Mississippi, (as
it s called) or the country between the 'high
lands on cach side, commencing at the mouth’
of Red River and extending up the rivery:com-
puted to be abous forty miles wide, s annually
o.Vetﬂowed, except a strip on each bank; suff-
Gent enly for one plantation.. +And these
banks are sometimes: inundated, 'when' the

whole flat country becomes covered with wa-
ter, except that part of it lying near enough to -

the ocean, to be defended by a dike or bank,
called in this country alevee. Nor would this
be any safe-guard, were it not for numerous
Bayous, as they are called, or streams making
out of the river, and finding their way through
the low lands, to the Gulph of Mexico.

These streams are like the river, fit for culs

tivation only on their banks. ' This land has
all been made by periodical overflowings, and
is of the best quality. .. The inhabitants use
rain water, or water from the streams. The
springs, making from these alluvial lands, are
extremely unhealthy. From this vast body of
swamp lands, fogs are {requent and very heavy,
which add much to the unhealthiness of the
climate. - Billious complaints begin soon after
the fall of the river, and towards'autumn. Ty- .
phus, and remittant fevers are common. Ay

¢ commencement of eool weather, healtr
begins to xeturn, and in winter and spring,
hen the'inflaenza and plearisy does not pre-
" vail, it may be said to be healthy. But T have.
L seen eold wet winters, accompanied with ex-
| tremesickness; while other seasons, are very
* pleasant.  The higher parts of Mississippl are
" very little favoured above the swamps : e
whole atmosphere appears poisoned with the
* affluvia arising from the swamps 5 and the high
" Jands seldom afford as good water as the viver.
L The river water wlien properly purified, I have
" thought was equal toany in the world. :
" The soil on the high lands, is a composition
" of sand and elay. In the thick woods, there.
| isa fine rich muck soil on the top, wiich pro-
' duces abundantly until washed off, which hap--
| pens where the land is hilly, m a few years.
. The back country of Mississippi, now so re-
B nowned for luxury, will become a* poar and
b sickly country, havinglittle to invite the stran-
L ger to pass through i, or settle. - The soil, on
f  thatpart of the river lands which is high e+ .
E  noughfor cultivation, is inexhaustible, and pro-
duces almost any thing, but wheat, tn great a-
Bundance.  Cotton, corn, and a ligtle rice, are
thie prineiple articles cultivated.  In'no coun-
try that ever I have seen, is so little attention
paid to eomfortable living, as among the com-
mon people of Liouisiana and Mississippi. 1
_have seen scme who were ' so ignorant of cul--
inary skill, that with an abundaage, and vavier

5
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ty, they could not live well.. The men are.

gene.rally,.i(‘l]e, devoted to huuting, and the at-
tention of their samerous herds, while their

slaves till the ground. ‘The poorer. sort worlk

some, are fond of drinking, gambling and horse
raceing,  From these sports, quarrels often
arise, which are sometimes ended by the dizk®
or pistol,  The rich are fond of  the samc

sports, and frequently when their imaginary

honour is insulted, a duel ends the strife.

In this country, those feelings which orna-
ment the character of man, are confined to. a
few. Disinterested gencrosity, piety and hu-
manity, are to be found; but deplorable is the
state of socicty generally in this;country.——
Unfecling for the miseries of the stranger, and
the sick, they are hospitable where hospitality
is not wanted ; that is, to those who stand in
teast need of kindness ;  while many destitute
of friends, haye no doubt gone to their graves,
for want of what would have been freely given

them in a free country. . Slavery fends to

harden the beart of man. Few, who are rais-
ed to affluence, hayve any feelings for those be-
low their rank : and few, who claim a title to
¢haracter, when viewed by thetdeas of a char-
acter formed in a free country, can have any
just pretentions. to it. . ‘Lhey are,.generally,
unchastet and profane.  In this respect, master

*The inost common mode of _fighting is gouging and:
dirking. - ;

1T he great number of Molattoes and mixed bloads i5's.
melancholy praof of this, i
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Wand slave ‘might often be put in the scale to--
“eother, and one rule would measure the virtues ¢
“of boths  But in other respects, they differ
" mueh. " The master is proud and: overbearing °
* on all below his imaginary greatness, whether -
* white or black ; often cruel, and pleased with
I 4 display of necdless: power.  The slaves in
* general, spend lives of wretchedness and woe ;
b often poorly féd and clothed. I-have been
witness to the: sufferings of those: unhappy
. creatures... I have seen some, -who could not,
. from their scanty allowanece; make more than
' two meals a day ;-and others; confined to corn
~ bread alone, not tasting meat for months to-
¢ gether.—Yet” many gentlemen have travelled
. through this country, and. said they were an
I hospitable and friendly people. . The reason
. s, they travelled m the character of gentlemen,
 and saw few of its abominations. ;
Tt takes time to become acquainted with
*different people and eountries ; and those who
" are in' adversity have the best opportunity to
. know the real character of the peeple of Lou-
| isiana and. Mississippi—because restraint a-
' mong equals or inferiors is no longer felt.——
. Cruelty 'is another trait in  their charactar.—
" They ofteninflict needless punishment on their
. slaves, and are-savage in their quarrels with
* one another.  In short; a person who has -
formed just sentiments, sees litdle to please”
him among the people of this country. Thes
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sound of southeeh wealth, has called mahy te
this country, fvom the northern and western
states.
- have succeeded in their desives of wealth.  Of
those few, the greater part’ have been profes-
sional or ‘mercantile men.  But few mechan-
ies or farmers have done so well,  unless they
have possessed irend erpibali w9t doais -
Nickness commonly overbalancesall the ad-
vantages of this country ; and not many la-
houring. men from other  states, Jive long
~enough to effect their purposes.. Bat the com
mon labourer is of all the most meserable.—

Those who follow kard labour do not live long
enough to become naturalized to the climate.

I have known many of “this class, who have
died in a'few years ; others become broken in
health and spirits, fall into dissipation, and be-
come lost to themselves, and to" the world—
while in the northern and western states, many
of this class rise to fill respectable seats in so-
ciety. It is, therefore, a public less; for poor
young men to erigrate to the southern states.
I have known many from almost every free

stato, who eome here with fine health, and

have thought themselves secure on that ac-
count, from the usual misfortunes, of northern
emigrants, whohave died of their first sickness,
and others after repeated attacks; while some
have lived just long enough te find  their con-
stitutions enfeebled, their time and health lost;

and_they at. length compelled to make their

Among those, there are a few, who
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umentation, I wish I had b'een contenfed to
Shave  borme with hard times at home, where 1
was healthy and needed - nathing but content-
= ment; torhave beenhappy.”’ - Of this ‘number,
| shall mention one by name. Nathan Mel--
0, (the young Pennsylvanian, before men-
' fioned, as my supperter in that trying sce,ne.of
: 1822,) had. come down the river, as hg-sald,_
' to got money ; worked for me in the spring of
 that year; was industrions and honest, charge~
' able only, with that wildness so common to
' ung men of his age.. With this exception;
e pos'sessed a nobleness gf soul, Wh.l(‘,h to me
. appeared lovely, because it shou,e bl‘lg,‘?t m.ad—
| versity. During the sickly seasom, be hired
" t0 a Planter at common labour, and gave full
| gntisfaction.. He: was takensick, beczm}_e .de-v
" lerious, anddncapable of taking eare of him-
| celf. He was put into a-smalk room, without
| inedical aid; and with very little attention paid.
him.  In this condition, pature in a great
* measure appeared his physician.. He became
uneasy, got up, come mnto t‘he' setting rf)om.oﬁ
" the family, and was taken ba(.:k‘ to hzs oW1
N oom  without knowing any thing of his con-
" duct. -~ After he was taken back to his room,
. he was seized with billious vomiting which
E ga{ze,rreli@f _to his head, when he was told ’of
_ hLis behaviour in the other room. He then so-
| Lcited a cathartic; which with his extreme
vomiting,, broke his fever. As soon as hc _could.’-
" walk, he come to my house, and first informed-




r‘xs*qf'-his“cli@t'ress., He had a happy and spee.-
dy recovery justin time, to all human appear- .
ances tosave my afflicted family.  Humane
- souls are always generous. « He would not re-
- cewve any pay for the important: services he
readered my. family.  But to return to his his-
tory 5 he was defrauded out of his wages
- which compelled him to stay another yef‘ar.'—-f
He was again sickly, and- did not recover so
- davorably; his health became - broken, I saw
‘him in 1824, emaciated; and: ghastly. =~ He
told me if he could .pay his debts, he would
leave the country this spring, having lost two
years ‘tume -and his health, also; but if he
scould work till May, he hoped to be able to vo-
h?m‘e.‘. I have heard nothing: mere of him e
'1.1‘1118;11"31’63; it, with the labouring pobr in this-
“‘elimate.  Is there a benevolent heart, who has
seen how often young mew of’ this character
have: risen to fill respectable. stations in the
northern states, but will weep for the ruin of
of this young man > Should he be compelled
to stay another year, he might be cut off, and
his friends weep for his early exit!  Here he
will be forgotten and unlknown. - Is ot this a
public. calamity ? © Some, indeed, have sach
happy constitations, as to enjoy almestany eli-
mate ; and- some have: the good fortune o
meet with honest men and prosper, but seldom
the case with the poor labourer. This: en-
Courages many to try for the samwe good for-
ture, . Eut | ventire to say; that of all whoy

Whave come ol my: knowledge, of this elass of
nien, but few, in comparison with the number,
that ustially rise in free states, to eminence or-
usefuliess, have succeeded here.

. Society (if ' may bear the name). is here

unded on the principle of master and slave;
v that power gives right.).  Of course. there

Lis nothing of that equality, which is to be found
lin the northern states. A person emigrating:
to this country from the north, would do well

o think, that when he comes here, he must be
master, a gentleman, or, what he is unwil-
ng to be, neglected by all classes of men.

I have heard it used almost as a proyverb, that
a poor man is & mean man.”’- Indeed, he js

o i public opinion,  And many who have
een 'well raised suffer theiv spirits to sink na-

ler this odium, and in a fow years, actually
merit the character. Happy would it be, fox
the population of our rising country, if people

" in the northern and wostern states, would con--

sider properly the dangers of the climate on
northern constitutions, and suitably weigh the -
gvil which rises, from leaving a country and

eople; to which they have become assimilat-

. ed by education and habit. I would not here
. Yo understood to discourage emigration. 1

know well that our settlements must and will
spread ; but sure 1 am, that if our youth, and

| agrienltuval men, would cease to go south-
t ward, many lives wonld probably be prelong-
L ed; and the influence of slavery would be less
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felt in our republican institutions. = Viceds a
dangerous foe to freedom. -+ And who, that has
a tolerable knowledge of these United States,
- but must admit that vice is more prevalent,
~and less controlled, in slave, than in free states,
- especially in the luxurious elime of Mississppi
and Louisiana ? In countries where children
labour, ‘and  education is generally ‘diffused
through all classes, it is ?fasyi‘ to see that there
are less temptations to dissipation and vice of
- every kind. Men ave: more fricndly, and feel
more sensibly their social obligations..

Many have theught that this climate offers
advantages above any other section of the U-
nited States., That the elimate is pleasant to
indulgent men, 1" shall wot deny ; 1t certainly
is so to those who can enjoy good health; but

- to those who labour, or are much exposed, itis.

far otherwise, . ; ;
To those who visit this country in  tlie
month of November, it is pleasant, indeed ;

and the winter is generally 'agreeable to a.

northern person-—seldom colder than [ have
known it in Vermount in the menth of Octo-
‘ber.  'Fhe weather, however, is very'changea-
kle during the winter season, and attended with
much rain.  Snow is seldom seen, and usually
disappears, on the first appearance of the sun.
I have once known it lay in'shaded places,
three days ; and ounly once, in the five winters
I stayed in this country. 'The natives appear

to be‘as sensibly affected, in suech weather, as

ermonter would be, to drive his sleigh all
, when his horses are covered with frost.—
It cold weather is accompanied with much
iny the Influeuza and Pleurisy become com=
mon.  In the latter part of January and first of
Pebruary, Spring usually commences ; and by
he fifteenth of February, peach trees are in
bloom.  From this time, until the' first of A-
bril, the season is changeable, when frosts us-
ually disappear.  From this time the weather
hecomes warm, and vegetation comes on with
rapidity. By May, the heat often becomes
severe ; “and by June, ‘the sun appears nearly
‘yertical. ‘A rorthern person, who wishes to
“enjoy health, must now avoid the sun, during
the heat of the day. * Me now finds his strength
“decrease until September, although in the house
e is'commonly comfortable.” This accounts
or the inhabitants being naturally disposed to
Iléness. The nights are commonly cool and
comfortable. The summers are usually sub-
ect to extremes of wet and dry; and in Veriy
ry weather the heat is excessive. 1 have of-
en been obliged to use an umbrella by ten o’-
clock, to avoid a pain in my head, occasioned
by the heat of the sun. It rarely happens that
‘a northern eonstitution passes the summer and
utumn without a fever, and many have more
than one. I'have had five attacks of fever in -
_one season ; and southern people have what
hey call'“a sick spell.” © They commonly re-
cover seonerthan northern peoplel = A person.

-
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swho  wishes to enjoy  healthlin preference 16

wealth, will soon leave this ¢ountry, or seek |

gome indulgent way of living. .« For my own’

part, I had rather cut hay fora common stock
in the (wostern states, than to rtaise pay
fora doctor in this. gountry. « And who has
the dullest time in businessy: he who. {eeds =

stock during the snowy seasion, or he who is-

aursed himself; or is nursing a sick family.—
The veader may determine.  The dampness of
the atmosphere, in, this eclimate, is probably
anothef ‘cause of ill, health,  In the summer
-season, cvery thing ‘hanging about a house
-gathers so. much damphess as to-have a musty
scent.  Lieather becomes mouldyd without
particular -attention to keep it clean; and
cloths in chests or trunks will soon damage in

hat weather unless particular care is taken of '
them.  Flour will not keep through the sum-

mer, without spoiling ; and meat requires the
strictest attention, - e b ’

Living on bad provisions, is every where, a

source ofill health : and itis sometimes diffi-
cult to procure as, good a quality in this coun-

try as is to be had in the northern states. It

is sometimes difficult to procure those varieties,

‘which are needful for the comfort of the sick,
especially, previous to the arrival of mnorthern -
Loats, inthe fall season. .~ Qur gardens, before :
this time, become gleaned, and it is generally -
the leanest time in the year, for a variety of .

living. To give a full aceount of the produc-

(Nindeed a laborious ‘crop.

§ of this elimate, would eéxceed the bounds
this work. I eonly state that our common .
rdens are much like those of the north,
vith the addition of a few soathern plants.—
Northern vegetables are soon gone, nor will
“lhey keep through the season. [ 'have thought
the southern vegetables were not of as good a
(uality as the northern. The fruits of the ficld,
ire corn,cotton, sweet potatoes, rice, oats; and
tye is sometimes raised for winter pasture, and
teaped in June, when a crop of corn may be
planted on the same land, and thus we obtain
two eropsin one year. Wheat is not raised in
this country, and it is said will not grow to
advantage. Corn does well when planted in
iseason. It should be planted in March, and if
well tended produces plentifully ; ‘yet many of
‘the southern planters ‘buy their corn from the
pper states. 1 have thought a poor crop was
casioned by bad management. Where I
have managed, I have raised a supply, and to
‘spare, without neglecting the, cotton. Cotton
is the principle production of this country,
to this all other husbandry must yield. TItis
: The ground is
‘thrown into ridges, by plowing four or five

furrows together, on the top of which the seed

118 sown thickly, and covered with'a harrow.
Vhen it is up it is scraped with a hgg,

sout, what is thought unnecessary.

‘time it receives a light mould, and is
: ¥ E‘
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efton as weedy, without any regard to the
- aumber of times. In wet seasons, there is no
intermission between hoeing and picking, the
weeds grow so fast. Picking commences be-
_tween the fifteenth of August, and the first of
September.  After which, on new moist land,
it is in constaut bloom, and bearing till frost
puts a period to vegetation, In good crop
years, there remains enough to employ. the
slaves in gathering through the season, until
time to clear the land to sow in spring.  Thus
it takes one whole year to raise and gather a
crop of cotton.  Cotton, at first, is a very ten-
der plant ; after it commences its  stalk, it
branches exceedingly on good land ;- and on
the Mississippi, I have seen it grow so high,
that a common negro would bend it to reach
“the top. But in general, it does not exceed a
common man’s head, and on poor land it is
much inferior. Its pods or bowls, when ripe
are burst open by the cotton’ they contain,
when it 1s picked out ; and in this way the ne-
groes centinue to gather it through the year.—
Perhaps, there is no crop, which requires so
much labour to secure it, as cotton ; and could
not be cultivated to advantage without the la-
bour of the negroes., '

The sweet potatoe, is another article pecul-
iar to the southern states. It is'raised on a
ridge, made higher than for cotton, on the top
of which the seed is planted. At first it grows
so slow, that the ridge must be scraped with

63
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fic hoe before the vine has acquired a size for
hocing. 'This vine has some resemblance to &
bean, and falls on the sides of the ridge as soon
fas it begins to run. It should now be hoed,
coyering the vine, in several places with carthy’
? hen the vine takes root, and bears a potatoe
of a superior quality to those which grow from
ithe main root. The sweet potatoe yiclds a-
‘hbundantly, and is both palatable and whole-
“some. :
. There is a kind of oat, called the Egyptian
Loat, which may be sown in the fall as soon as
Uthe corn is taken off, and like rye, may be fed
the winter, and reaped in June. This 1s
aluable to the farmer for raising young calves,
colts, and other stock, which require good at--
ntion daring the cold season ; and in spring,
ields a- valuable crop of feed for the teams.—
Spring oats should be sown in February, and
will not do well, unless they cover the ground
before the hot season eommences, because the
and becomes dry and parched too much for
new vegetables. ‘
Rice is raised with ease, and is very produc-
| tive.  Rice is of two kinds the swamp and up-
" fand rice. The upland is the kind whieh [
" have cultivated. Upland rice requires strong
. moist land; and is planted in drills, or rows, as

b/
i

* nigh as can be hoed between, and is wed like
other erops. When it branches it should cov-
" er the ground and is reapt like wheat.” The
| ground is not plowed after planting, and should:
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be left nearly level. The process of raising

low land rice 1s different, requiring swamp land
and to be occasionally flowed with water.—
Rice is covered with a hull like barley ; and
where it is raised in great quantities, mills are
used for hulling it. It is sometimes hulled in
mortars when raised only for the use of indi-
vidaal families. ;

Indigo and tobacco were formerly raised to
advantage, but are now neglected to attend to
cotton. ;

The fiat country near New-Orleans, is cov-
gred with large sugar’ plantations, where the
sugar cane is cultivated to advantage.  This,
like cotton, requires the whole year to raise
and fit the sugar foer market. Sugar and cot-
ton can never be cultivated to any considerable
extent, without the labour of negroes, as the
whites cannot endure hard labour in the sum-
mer season. : ' .

In short, the soil is productive, affording a
varioty of both northern and southern produc-
tions ; and could health be enjoyed by the la-
bouring white man, there would be sufficient
encouragement for emigration. But when I
consider the health and morals of this country,
it has no enjoyments which porthern people
should envy. ,

The timber of this country, affords a great
variety. Yellow pine, and oak are in great a-~
bundance on the highlands ; and on the river,
Spanish and water oak, are found in plenty.—
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¢y are not as durable as northern timber of
same species. Locust and mulbury trees
ite plenty in some places, and are very dura-
ble timber, Cyprus is plenty in the river
amps, and is valuable for boards and timber.
“he forest in the winter reminds us of the sea-
jon, which is full of variey. Here are to he
found several species of the broad leaf timber
arrayed in' green, such are the magnolia, bay,
holly, wild peach, &ec. ; and several kinds of
fierbage, which grow and blossom in winter,—
Uhe hot weed in the river swamps is remarka-
ble for its greenness all winter. The orange.
free is a handsome tree, and thrives well near
New-Orleans.  Its fruit is grateful to weak
people in the fall season, and is pleasant to ali..
igs do well in this country, and are pleasant.
it. There are but few kinds of grapes, nat-
ral to this country, but can be cultivated with
ase. The china tree is one of the hand-
omest shade trees to be found in this region,
nd the bark of the root, is one of the best
ermifuges in nature. Its berries are deleteri-
us, often intoxicating birds that eat them.—-
' Convulsions are said to be produced by them,
ut this effect I have not seen. 1 know from:
xperience, that the root is the best worm
edicine, with which I am acquainted. The
%pa’nish oSS, is a curiosity to every stranger
ho examines it with attention. It grows to:
great length, so that on falling a large tree. 2
E P ‘
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a person may gather from its branches in gweat *
plenty. Itappears to have ho connexion with
the tree, yet hangs in large quantities on the
branches; and if by winds it should be sep-
arated, and blown to another tree, still lives
and grows. It makes good feed for cattle, and
appears adapted by nature to the wants of this
country in times of inundation. The dog-
wood tree, or as it is called in some of the wes-
tern states, boxwood, is a common tree in the
kigh lands of this part of the world. It is not
large, but one of the most valuable trees of the
forest.  Its bark is equal, if not superior to
the Peruvian bark. When I say superior, I
mean that its properties are essentially the
same, and its superior qualities are owing to
its being used always fresh, and without any
adulteration. On my own constitution, I have
used it to the greatest adyvantage, and have seen
its operation on the blacks, evidently superior
to the imported bark. Its beautiful red berries
‘are often used, with other ingredients, for bit-
ters, as a preventative against fall complaints.
~ Here is also to be found the Virginia snake
root 1 its properties are well known, and need
no comment. ; ;
' Here is found the cuckold bur, or weed, dif-
ferent from that of the north. It produces a
small bur very troublesome in the field, but
the plantis valuable as a domestic medicine.—
Tt is an autidote for animal poison. 1 have
-seen it used to cure the bite of a spider, which

6%

e / %
I8 sometimes fatal in this country. A strongs
fea made of the leaves, and pounded leaves
*or expressed juice, applied immediately to the
 bite of a spider, no serious effects will be pro-
- duced. This fact has come under my ptrson-
al o‘bser:vation. It is also said to be a whole~
* some drink in fevers, to excite an action on the
- skin.. The jimson, (stramonium) or James
» toun weed, is very common. Its properties,
~ have been set forth by Doct. James Ewell, in
. his. “ Family Physician, or Medical Compans-
- ion.” [T have used it with great success i do-
| mestic practice,. to mitigate the anguish of
. troublesome swellings, and assist in bringing-
. on supuration.  The leaves worn in - the hat,
. or bound on the- forehead and temples, often
- relieve common head-aches. . ; ,
. Asit cannot be expected in so small a work
= that a complete account.will be given of every
* production, I' shall close - this head by giving
. some account of the common cane, which is

© much admired by strangers. It grows sponta-

*  neously on all good land which is not annually
. overflowed, sometimes growing to.the heighth
. of twenty. feet, and so thick that cattle pass
*  through it with difficulty, It grows from  the~
. size of a switch cane,. to.that of a large club.
It is useful for making weaver’s reeds. [t
grows with few or no branches, and has a large
broad leaf growing on the side of the cane; and
is green all winter. It makes a good support.
for the numerous stock . of this country,-—




As settlements increase the cane decreases,
and in some parts of the country is nearly ex-
tinct.
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Religious and moral state of the country—Of Pinkneyville—
Re}{lgiguaa 4gtié-:—Methociists—MéllilddiSts have good p(eagh-
ers— Social habits unfriendly to religion—Dissipation at
burials—Many eunlightened people with corrupt moral
taste, ;

Tue religious reader will naturally enquire,
what is the state of religion in this country ?—
On this head [ would be glad to give a more
favourable account.. My circumstances, while
in this part of the land, hav_e not begn favoura~
ble for collecting religious information. ;

The first year 1 lived in Mississippt, I enjoy-

~ed the meetings of a small Baptist society, in
the neighbourheod of Woodville. It was
weak and languid ; and there appeared a great
difference between them, and northern.cl_]urchv-i
es, although I had a favourab’!e _opinion of
those with- whom I became acquainted.  They
seemed to want the knowledge of the Gospel
more perfectly. They sung in ancient style,.
lineing the Psalm, and uniting in every part of
the house, both white and black, frequently
making discordant sounds, grating to an ear
accustomed fo correct music. 10 dis
position ‘at ridicule those attempts at divine

I had no dis-
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Suhd socidl worship, though I confess, I was
Sometimes not. much edified. I found reli.
" gious characters, generally, cold and lauguid,
or wild and enthusiastic. After this I lived
 three years without hearing a sermon! Most
? of which time I was in the state of Louisiana,
¢ Onmy moving to Pinkneyville, I again en-
joyed religious meetings. Here, were two
' houses for worship ; one for the Methodists,
. and one for the Baptists ; the churches were
f small.  “The Baptist church was feeble, and

Imost sunk. The Rev. E. Estis preached in
different parts of the neighbouring country,
and once in each month at Pinkneyville.. He

the only man, with whom. I hecame ac-
quainted, that deserves particular: notice. I
have sat under his ministry with satisfaction.— :
He is a sound orthodox Baptist ; and although
I do net feel to sanction their distisguishing-
| fencts, yet, would to God that all who preach
. the gospel, were as pious and_sincere as [ be-
B licve him to be::  There are many who exceed

* himin oratory ; but if ministers are measured
. by the proper standard, he will be among the
* first of the Mississippi clergy. The Metho-
-~ dist church in Pinkneyville has some valuable
i members; but it is the misfortane of this sect, -
that many of them injure their own cause, by
~ a wild enthusiasm. ~ This has always been of-
.~ fensive to me ; and my opposition to this, de-
. prived me of that social intercourse, which is
. desirable between different rﬁligious sects.
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On moving to Pinkneyville I found that
the Methodists at sometimes were very noisy

and wild ; which had given offence to some

whose feelings deserved some respect. One
day 1 heard some young gentlemen observe,
that if there was not better order in the Meth-
odist meeting-house, they would be willing to
see a certain exhorter led out and whipped;
and if any would assist, they would have it
done, if he did not cease to disturb the assem-
bky. Although I disapproved of their manner
of conducting their meetings, I felt sorry to
see such a disposition manifested, and would
be still more sorry to see an affray of this kind
take place. At a convenient time I talked
with the preacher on the subject, told him the

feelings of the people, and advised him to mod-

eration. He at first excased it as natural for
some men. I asked, if it was not the business
of religion, to counteract every excess of na-

~ ture, and from scripture endeavored to con-

vinee him that all things should be done in or-
der, to which he assented, and I hoped 1 had
been useful. But the next time he preached,
it happened to be on the day of the Baptist ap-
pointment. © They were advised to preach to-
gether at the Methodist house, rather than to
divide the assembly—to which they both con-
sented. © The Methodist spoke first, and toler-
ably well; when Mr. Estis delivered a shoxt
evangelical sermon. After closing he sat
down, when the other arose to apply the sukb-

joct : he soon became wild, disconnected, and

urious, thrtowing his eyes expressively at me.

{ th.ought he displayed a contempt for my late

idvice, which 1 had given in a friendly man-

ner. | arose to goout; but had not reached

the door before a large part of the assembly
ere making for the door.  On seeing the re-
ing audience, he exclaimed, : '

“When christians pray, the devil runs,

 And leaves the field toZion's sons.””

d after this he exclaimed, “ It will be hard-

going in than going out.” fiis

I was stung with this method of satirising,

nt home, when my reflections on the first

pression were as follows :— i P
When public teachers, have their time out stayed,

E And from their subject, far and widely strayed,

. Grow bold, insulting, and display wild fire,

They’re most commended, that the first retire.

by

All railing, boasting, shduld at once outbar ;

- The sacred desk, should never be profaned,

& By loudly ranting ;. or with slander stained. -
. The secoud expression being of an allusive
‘kind, I wrote as follows :—

it

There’s many shall come from the east and the west,
. Tositat theright hand en high; =
| They all wish with ardour, to be ever blest,

o And faney their kingdom is nigh, :

‘The oil is now wanting, by many so bold,
Who've taught in our streets they declare—

e -

_ Priests should keep wisdom, and their language pure, i -
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“Yhey ery, “ Lord, open, we've taught days of old,
We long have been'subject to fear.”

' The Saviour l'eplies, lo! he rends earth and skies,

¢ They who love, before me shall stand; :
"They have kept my commands, for them is the prize,
Depart,” now he utters command., :

"This mode of - expression, hurt the feelings
‘of some good people, while others thought it
might be useful.  There, however, was a cold-
ness manifested in some towards me. Some
respectable people, out of the church, said they
would not go to hear the methodists again.—
1 however went, and whether the oppositien-
served to restrain them or not, I have not heard
50 noisy a meeting since.

The Methodists have some good preachers,
“who appear to be candid men ; and when they
preach in ‘a candid and convincing manmner, it
~is ‘not my business, or intention to eppose them.

They certainly have done, and may yet do
much good. It is my opinion, that -different
sectaries ought to exercise forbearance, where
‘there can be good evidence of piety and sincer-
ity, regulated, by a sober understanding.—
. There are a few scattered churches, and a few
ministers: of ‘different denominations, in some
parts of this.country. l
The social “habits of these states opperate
unfriendly to religion.  The great distinction

between the different classes, are unfriendly to / :

the-usefulness of a minister. It is difficult |
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‘4 minister to accommodate himself to all:
I think | have observed some ministers, who
jave injured their usefulness, by too great a
onformity to the fashionable circle : while
gthers, no doubt, have erred on the other hand,’
by descending too low in their habits and man-
pers, and thereby drawing an odium impru-
utly from the more enlightened part of com-
munity.

~ In short, when I consider the moral dark-
" qness of this people, the Saviour’s words natur-,

lly occar; “ Be ye therefore, wise as serpents.
d harmless -as doves.” . There is a great
nt of religious teachers, as well as of chris-
an practice. 'The usefulness of ministers,
uld probably, be in proportion to their num-
ers.  Could they associate with each other,

4 they: would = be likely to be mutual helpers to
‘cach other, and save some cf those declensions,

which happen when they are alone by them-
elves.  There are some persons who have
old me they never heard a sermon, in their
Strange as this may appear, in a land
professedly christian, I have no doubt of the
fact.

I once attended a funeral (or burial as it is
called) of an aged mother, on the Mississippi.
Some of the family appeared affected, and
wished me to make a prayer; and read a ser®

* mon on the occasion. On asking the mindsiof
.~ the family, I thought best to indulge them.—

» i
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After prayer ¥ asked for the sermon, when, to
my surprise, | received a bible. I saw they
did not know the difference. = I suppressed my
{feclings, and read an appropriate chapteri—
SBome of them listened with attention, and
thanked me kindly. ;
After burial, ‘one of the sons went home
with me in my hoat. Before he left the house
of his late mother, he drank so {reely, that he
was intoxicated ; frequently swearing thatin

1he death of his mother, he bad lost his com--

fort. I have nodoubt but many more might be
found, like these wretched poor, who have been
born and raised in the wilds of Mississippi and
Louisiana. :

DMany have supposed that the southern people
are, generally, ignorant.. This is not gener-
ally the case.  There are many enlighténed
minds, who need only moral improvement to
make them respectable members of society.—
:Many people who have gone from the northern
sstates, with the idea of superior knowledge,
have here found themselves amongst a people
of discernment, who have treated their vanity
wvith contempt. ol o

GHARTER Yo sk A wioh
‘OBservations on-Slavery~—Slavery tends to corrupt the whites,
—Remarks by Jefferson and Darby—8lavery inexcusa-.
ble—Jetlerson—Inconsistent with the gaspel—Manner of

Tiving— Dicipline—Gonclusion.
Since my arrival at the northy much has

‘manage slaves 7 T
from the narrative,
‘that country.

" led me to un
~ ine slaves.

' be always on't
4 andamiszhief, which always flow fro

L ignorance.

o subject of megro slaves.
had to reply to quUestions
how I could live with, or
he reader will have loarnt
the cause of my gowg 10
I was never an advocate for
avery,and on the disappdintxpenu receyv:ﬁ
from my brother, it was necessity that c?m’p y
dertake the business of manage

1 said to e on th
by ; and | have often
of enquiring people,

1 bave of&found my feelings Egt to the

st, to keep up a.proper dicipline, without 1m«t _
proper severity. A mianager of slaves, maust
he watch for their low cunning,
m vice and
He has little to cultivate, or en-

ngs ; s hardness of
courage good feelings hence the 1SS

lave holders and overseers. :
Sld{eshzﬁl l?ere give the words of Mr. Jefferson

_on the subject.

« There must doubtless be an unhappy in-
duence on the manners of our people, proc}u&;
gd by the existence of slavery a?long gls,l >
whole commeree between master ana s alve is
& perpetual exercise Orf_ t.he most _bmster(atig
passion, the most unr_.emltt:mg'.de_srpotlsmhon ‘th?‘
one part, and degrading submission on the oth
er.  Our children see this, .a‘nd/ learn to'}m‘}i
tate it; for man is an lmitative ap;m:al.l r ‘hls‘

yaality is the germe of all education in him.—
: %‘rom his cradle to his grave, he 1s leaﬁrnmg !tg
do what 'he sees sthers do. If a parent eowic




#nd no motive either in philanthropy or his
sg;lf—quq, for restraining the intemperance of
his passion towards his slave, it should always
‘be a sufficient one that ‘his ehild is present —y-~
But generally it is not sufficient. The par‘em
storms, the child looks on, eatches the:linear
ments of wrath, puts on'the same airs in the
~sircle of smaller slaves, gives loose to his
worst passions, and thus nursed, educated, and
§!;uly exercised in tyranny, cannot bu,t be
stamped by it with odious pe&ﬁirities. The
wan must be a prodigy who . can retain his
manners and movals undepraved Dy such cir-
oumstances. - And with what execration should
#he statesman be loaded, who permitting one half
,mf the citizens thus to trample on the richts of
the other, transforming those into despo?s and
ihese into enemies ; destroys the morals o’fthe
ene part, and the Armor patrie of the other.
For if 2 slave can have a ce‘untry in this
world, it ‘must be any other in preference to
that in which he is born to live and labour for
dnother: in which he must lock up the faculs
ties of his nature, contribute as far as defpeﬁd"é
on his individual endeavours to the evanish.
iment of the human' race, or entail his own mis-
erable condition on the endless generations
proceeding from him. ' With the morals of the
people, their industry is also destroyed. For
m a warm climate, no man will labour for him-
Sf}l'f who can make another labour for: him.
This is so true, that of the “proprictors ef

And can the liberties of a'nation be thoughs

secure when we have removed their only firm
‘hasis,’a conviction in the minds of the people
that these liberties are the gift of God? That
‘they are not to be violated but with his wrath?
‘Indeed [ tremble formy country when I reflect

at God is just: that his justice cannot sleep-
orever : that considering numbers, nature and
atural means only, a revolution of' the wheel.
f fortune, an exchange of situation, is among.

' possible events: that it may become probable |
" by supernatural interference ! The Almighty

has no attribute which can take sides with us .
n such a contest.. But it is impossible to be
temperate and pursue this subject through the:
arious considerations of policy, of morals, of
history, natural and civil. We must be con-

| tented to hope they will force their way into:
-~ every one’s mind.” :

[t is an invariable rule, that he who-thirsts

i for power, is a tyrant. A tyrantnever gov-
* erns with- moderation and justice ;: so that the-

* sufferings of the slave, are not the only evil to-
~ be complained of. Slavery has a baneful in-
" fluence on the white population, not only, by
" hardening the heart, but by promoting 1dlenessy
~ and pride in the young.

«“Mry. Byran Edwards, in drawing the ehar-

| acter of the West Indians, (inhahitantsol the:
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West Indies) imputes. their early propen-
sity to licentiousness to the climate. We
may wonder why so accurate an observer
‘should impute to the climate, when the cause
was so obvious.. The real fact is, that the
slavery of the negroes constitutes the demoral-
izeing principle, if it oxists, that debauches
the mind and body. L gy
¢ Copying from Montesquieu and not from
observation of nature, climate has been call-
ed upon to account for stains on the human
character, imprinted by the hand of political
mistake. .

«No country where negro slavery is estab-
lished, but must bear in part the wounds inflict-
ed on nature and justice. Where the first les-
son taught men is their own consequence, and
the degraded state of beings born to adminis-
ter to their passions, is every moment present
to their eyes, men may be proudly jealous of
their own freedom ; may maintain it with vig-
our ; but, in despite of the most virtuous pre-
cepts, seducing cxamples must weaken the
moral principle in the hearts of too many.”—
Darsy. . ‘

Hence comes dissipation, gameing and a
train of vices, more expensive than the gospel,
with all its charitable societies in the north-
¢rn states. - This is the effect of slavery, on
the white population. = There are some. :plan-
tors who use theit slaves with milduess ; and

feed, and elothe them, in a coarse, though com-"

fortable manner. - Some of those people, have
fallen under my ohservation. : :

. Were I to tell all that I have seen, my read-

ers would exclaim, ¢ tell it not at the nonth;
publish it not amidst a free people.” It cers
‘tainly would disgrace -humanity, and to relate
would be no entertainment to my readers,

- The more L have attended to the subject, the
ore I am convinced; that it is a moral eyil

d cannot be defended, on any proper grotind ;

d am unwilling that my family sﬁéu d settle

in a slave state. i
" When I removed to that country, I own that
- 1 did not properly consider the subject of slaye-

1y, and have excused myself, on the ground of

cessity, while there ; but when I consider

he chastening hand, of Providence towards

.~ me, | am inclined to think that no excuse can

ustify me, in again entering into that business;
and T now heartily wish success to all the ex-
ertions of the christian world to meliorate the
condition of slaves, and finally to bring about
wniversal emancipation. o PCHEREEE
I feel confident, thdt when the spirit, of
christianity, shall have its full influence, on

" the minds’ of men, slavery will cease to exist.
~ The superior spread of the gospel, in states
-~ and countries, where slavery is not permitted,
* may be considered a striking proof of the as<

Sertionaeilis i
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_ on. our days and view slavery with the
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same religious abhorrence, that we now’ view
the dark ages of persecution.® »
Yet there are some, who no. doubt think Tit-
tle on this subject and perhaps that little is on
the side of slavery.
- Some have thought that ancient precedent
would justify the continuation of slavery. For
this they have added the Jewish rite, Lev. 25,
44. T own this has had some weight on my
mind, but let us examine the first. = If prece-

dent is an excuse, then idolaery, fraud, intem---

perance, whoredom, murder, theft and every
vice known to man, have the same excuse.—
For precedent is not wanting; but where in-
terest s not concerned, men are ashamed of
such ‘arcuments, and should Dbe equally so in.
the cause of slavery.. A

The Jewish. rite, Leviticus, 25, 44, “Both-
thy bond-men and thy bond-maids, which thou
shalt bave, shall he of the heathen that are
round about you ;. of theni shall ye buy bend
men and bond-maids.” If this proves any thing,
For us, we must fiest.show that we belong to
the Jewish economy.. This I think none will-
admit ; but rather that the Jews, with us, are

*The love of.justice and.the love of country pleéad equal-
Iy the cause of this people, and it is a mortal reproach to us,
that they should have pleaded it so long in vain. The hour
of emancipation, is advancing in the march of time; it will
come, ‘whether "brought on by the generous agency of our
own minds, or by the bloody process of St. Domingo.—Jww-

BERSON.~

1

ught under the command of the Saviou
Madt. 7, 12, and 19, 19, « Therefore, all tl:?nu;é
Whatsoever: ye would that men shonld do to
you, do yeo Gven sa to them : and, thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself.” b f
8 Now if the latter be in force, the formeris
one away, for God is not at war with himself.

it thishe truo, then we have no seripture grant
o .s,lavgry'.si Eou if permission or prant to the
Jews were applicable to us, we might under-
¢ wars of extermination.  We might in-
dulge in polygamy, we might borrow ‘and not
0y, as thay did of the Bgyptians; but enoughy
¥ candid mind ean seo that ~the gospel (that
ght to lighter the Gentiles) contains no \SYUC};
berty » ‘and its influcnee will one day expel
slavery from the earth. . God grant that that
day may speedily arrive. L7005 Gl
. I had intended at first to have touched -l.i.ght*«
ly on this subject, but having been solicited by
‘candid mento give an impartial account of the
“management of slaves.: . | give the ff@ﬂ‘owiiné

‘as' what I have seen, and know to be true in

Louisiana and Mississippi. :
And first; their support or mode of livigan e
hey are allowed a 'daily ration, accordihy ‘to
the customs of:their smasters. . Those vwhe

';have large plantatipng, wsually, give one peck
‘of corn meal to each’ working ‘hand, for dach

week, the children having half allowanee.—
L'his when 'properly ‘ground is one " bushel of
nto five hands  per week, or nearly so|
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aloons, - a shirt, jacket (and ‘some allow u
blank ot coat) and a pair of shoes, and a blank-
ot. Il’.lﬂ‘e‘md"regs!of the women, is of a similar
llllf‘l and in the same scanty manner. 0
llley live in small huts, or houses near to-
igether, like soldiers barracks, and like thém
y are called quarters.  Martiage 'is ot
Known or practiced among them. The will of
the master is the only law of marriage, or di-
vorce, among ‘negroes ; and when his consent

obtained they commonly hut by themselves
d raise their families. But if they disagrm;
and ‘the ‘master indulges a separation Uheir
children experience all the wretchedness which
lows from ignorance and vice. I have found
proper management of the quarter far more ;
rplexing than all the duties of the field.
Their -dicipline is of the strictest kind, and
‘cannot ‘be -otherwise where numbers aré to-
;gether ; yet cruelty might often be avoided.—
Sunk as they argy in ignorance and vice, and
bouring for nothing, they have nothing te
ise the_lr ambition, and fear must be their rul-
mg passion. Of ccurse the whip becomes the
- constant companion of a manager and driver.
 They are roused in the morning by the sound

of a bell, or horn, and a suitable time given
them to prepare for the field, when the order is
given ‘‘turn out.” - Should any~new loiter

e driver passes with his whip and clears the
- huts of all who do not report themselves sick;
}1m follows them to the field, and there exe&’.

the swell of meal in grinding, is nearly oneé
__fifth where there is no toll taken.

" This proportion is given sometimes daily,
and somotimes weekly.  Their meat is given
daily, or weekly, at the rate of three pounds
for cach hand per week. The children often
are allowednone,  This is what is called good
Living. I have known some who'give little, or
no meat in the latter part of the season, when
hoeing is done.  When corn bread alone be-
comes their principle support. If they are al-
lowed to raise any vegitables for themselves,
this is eommonly the %abour of Sunday:;.and
if permitted, they usually: sell their ewn pro-
duetions to purchase what they term Sunday
¢lothes, or other comforts, such as tobacco and
other small articles, not allowed by their mas-
ters.; but this fare is superior to others with
whoma 1 have been acquainted, and few do bet-
ter than this, who allowance at ‘all. There-
are others still, called small planters, who dif-
fer from this rate, for the better. But I have
seen a scanty allowance given of meat, which
was so damaged as to be offensive to deal out.
When this happens the poor slaves eats this
or goes without until the bad meat is dis-
tributed. The common saying is, it will do |
for negroes. i o ;

_ The dress given by their masters is, com-
monly, two suits a year. This consists of
coapse linen or osénburgh shirt, and pantaloons
i the spring, and in the fall, coarse woollen
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cutes the orders of the ‘manager. - ‘The mana-
ger after attending tathe sick reports, rides to:
the field and sees that the driver has all in or-
der, where his duties are various, having a gen-,
eral oversight of ‘all plaitation concerns. 'The
slaves, commonly, carry (or have carried to
them) their ¢provisions and retugp not until
night, (except women who nurse young chil-
dren) and then they procure their wood and
water for the night, after which, the bell or
horn is sounded, and all must appear within
the quarter. limits. Should any be found ab-
sent, after this time, without permission, they
ate whiped as offenders;; . and ‘if any again
leave the quarters, and are found absent or
caught on the nightly patrel, they are whip-
ed severely.  Every slave, who is found off
the plantation, destitute of a written per-
mit, s liable to be taken up as a runaway, and
put in prison, at the expence of his master.—
"The law fixes in this «case the veward and ex-
pence, which the poor slave pays on the bear
back when found by his owner.

This may seemcruel tothosewho are acquaint-
ed with liberty. But it isan evil that grows out
of slavery, and cannot be made much better
where slavery exists. To remedy the evil,
the slavery of negroes must be abolished.—
For slavery and tyranny ever have and ever will
continue to go together.  Where there are but
few slaves, indulgences may be given, with
more safety ; and often are indulgences given

waiters and others, in a separate capacity,
thich would, if given to numbeérs together,
ender them unmanageable. =
| I would not here be thought to be pleading
he cause of the master ; for when I turn my

nind over this subject and reflect on that di-

command, Mat. 7, 12,) ¢ Therefore all
gs, whatsoever ye would that men should
to you, do ye even, so to them :. for this is

e law and the prophets.””  When I view this,

ay, I lament that 1 have everlifted the whip

seen a slave. I am sensible that the gospel

d slavery ave at varience, and feel, that my

esent misfortunes are the righteous chast-

1gs of divine Providence upon me. Every
erson who has known what the true principle
of liberty is, must feel an abhorrence of slavery,
wnd to practice it mustbe guilt. ' And with this
iew for myself, I renounce the principle of
lavery forever. My anxicus ‘care now is to
ecover my family that T may no the the means
f entailing curses on my posterity. . :

I shall close with a fev reflections on seeing
n extract from Governor Troup’s message
o the Georgia Legislature, in. which he
ays, ¢the negro has never found a sincere

end, but AR s aslalor AR o o

P R G

Pve seen the Slayes dleécéndi‘n‘g:; :
On Mississipp’s flood ; i

‘Dve seen their masters vending
Their load of human bloed. -

H

i
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Pye seen them in the market,

Like beasts exposed forsale;

Pve seen the hourid traffic ;
Nor could their tears prevail.

T’ve seen their cries at parting;.
Their masters bade them go !
Their hearts were full and smarting. 5
They keenly felt their woe !

T’ve seen a mother’s anguish
At parting with her son;

Unphied now they languish,
Neglected or alone.

Pve seen a large plantation—
- Where slaves in numbers were 3

Pve seen the scanty ration ~ ©

- Of coarse and humble fare.

$’ve seen them toil from day-light
Till dark returned again ;

Pye seen their sorry respite—
Nobed to rest their frame.

P’ve seen them sick and languish';
P’ve seen their scanty board ;
Pve seen their pain and anguish=-

Their sorry help bestow’d. =
Tve seen them when chastized
Raisg%ﬁd and humble cries ;
Tve scen them crueliged :
 Till blood would meet my eves.

: —-but why rela#e it 3} :

W

¥ need not sfeak or state it,
T folly guilt and shame,

I this the masters kindness,

The Georgia hero pleads ?
What strange delusion, blindness &
Are all his kindest deeds?

Behold, ye tyrants, listen,
To one Bupreme command j
Come all your erimes, and hasten,
Tn solemn order stand. ;

# As you would wish for kindness,
By others done to you,”

 That righteous law commands us,

% Like kindness,” to ¢ pursiie.™

O when shall gospel glory,

In all her might arvise P
‘When will the proud be holy,.
When will ye fools be wise ¢

Hail, bright celestial morning,

With all thy glorious train-—
RV hen noneshall need a warning
To hreak the captives v;hgma
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PART II.

CHAPTER L.

oductory remarks—Falls in company with a travelley—ws,
Lodges in Essex, N. Y.—Leaves the house in dead of
night—Speaks of the assault—1Is arrested—Committed to.
rison—Favoured by the sheriff—Bail— A ttempt to settle—
etters of recommendation procured—Thompson’s certifi-
cate—Attempt to prosecute for the assault—Attorney’sre-
marks—Failure—F or what reasons—Pleads a commission:
to prove character. : : ‘

‘ ' CHAPTER II. , ,
Declaration—Delay of trial—Lynd’s invidinous remarks—

e e . Surrender as prisonet—Favour of the sheriff—Trial—
. Closing remarlss,
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‘ ACHAPITER 1.0}
Tntroductory remarkss~Ealls in company with @ travellers
- Lodges in Essex, N. Y.~Leaves the house in dead of
 night—S8peaks of the assault—Is arrested—Committed to °
U . Py
~ prison—Favoured by the sherifi—Bail—Attempt to set'ﬂe .
4 etters of recommendation procured—Thompson’s ey«
1cate—Atfempt to prosecute for the assault—Attorney’s
remarks—Failure—For what reasons—Pleads a. commis~
. sion fo prove character. o
Ture design of this second part, is to show
some of the vieisitudes of human life; in which
e smallest imprudence, may sometimes, lead
is to the most serious evils ;- and to expose ta
public view, the vices of those, who presume
on the advantages they may gain, by oppress-
ing the poor and helpless. Tt is ever proper
| to set up way marks, that others may shun
he danger to which we have been exposed.—
And that the unwary may learn prudence, and
icious ' men take warning, I have written the
lowing aceount of my misfortunes; in which
ne imprudent act, has led me ‘to months of
ifficoltyiieF o it 5 : T
For had 1 lodged the information with a
roper officer; before I -spoke of it abroad, I
- should have done my duty asa citizen, and
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saved the trouble which I have felt in conse-;

guence of this neglect. :
I have kept a record of the following histo-

e, { ¢
1y, and placed every circumstance on paper,

as it transpired ; which may account for some

peculiarity in writing : by giving the whole in
detail, the whole would be bettor understood. -
After bringing my  little work to a close, I
set out from Vermont, to go to Hopkinton, n
the state of New-York, to settle smy business
there, and to raise means to publish this beolk ;
having my family in view, and hoping by
Fall to be able to go to their- relief, ~ But it
appears Providence had: nof: finished the work
of afflichiont s o S SRS
On the 24th of June, [ fell in company with
a gentleman, belonging to Plattsburgh. I rode
with him, and at night crossed Lake Cham-
plain, and put up at a house in Essex village.
It was nearly dark when we paid the ferry-
man, and my companion fearing he had paid a
wrong bill, had the imprudence to count his
money in the bar. We went to bed together,
and T soon fell asleep. But before the other
man had got asleep, some person came into.
the room without a light, proceeded to. the foot

of the bed, and surprised my companion, by’

taking up his coat, which lay at the foot of the
bed. At that time, a light passed in- the hall
adjoining our bed room, so that he distinctly
saw and kinew the landlord to be the person

congerned in this business. = A the same time:
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ascixw another person, with his head througf,
,‘ ;e(;c;x;:lvg}é; but did not}certainly know who
cond person was. H p :
son f(wl his S.id@v pocket, W?lkesriwlfz ehfzjldst br::r;
ﬂ;g:(: lt;; P‘l;lvlé Illltls g)océ&e;-boolli/[in, the evening bé:-
muchalarmed‘, but said nothz’ng(:(;m;fl?:\:zﬁ V‘]h'ls
.)«cket-boolti was under his head, he lay %nltll?
P 3()§ter, (for that was the name of the land-
’1 ) .1{;013 finding what it was supposed he
i anted, laid the coat on the bed, '“W.hen, m
ompanion feigned to be awaking, at Wh'}ly
both Wooster and the man at the?!,.oo‘r left lfl-]"
‘ olin.. On their leaving the rboin, I tWas ;G
: (}elc; .by m}y bed fellow, who told me what
s dppene& » appeared much frightened, and
she fnlq,‘tp‘ge,t up with him and leave the
ﬁxse». ' .WISehEdt"(;) stay and see what Woulci
ow, and told him that if they intended to
or steal, they would come again as so s
@ they thought we had got asleep. i 'co(r)mIf
m‘;eds to lay awake with .me, and in a short
s ;)rggi g)ext*(s)ogvuwals heard }t]o come up stairs,
oceed t r door, when my eomp:
n (who -had. not got over his friggg] ‘:;f(ilr?sptn-
to mei] which I suppose was heard at pthr(;
1-1r" as he was heard to go away without en-
! (:]ﬁe(:g] r(;)o_;g;; Soon after another stepping
i he i the stairs, and some person came.
:ggddo-?' a’fl the foot of our »bedl,) and p(a(;zl,);“l
- ned sk s{poke, and.demanded who was
there, and What was Wanting P A yoice ﬁepli«

T
i




ed, “1 want Peter.” This I suppose was d
feint to pass off without giving us surptise. 1
answered there is no Peter heve; and I wish
you to keep away from our room. The person
~ immediately went down stairs. = Soon afteran-
.other visitwas paid us at the door from the halk.
I rose in bed and spoke with some earnestness,
and demanded what it meant, that so much

¥ by

uoise should be about our room, when Woos-

ter stepped boldly in with a light, and said he
_wished to know if we lay comfortably, and
made an apology that he had business in the
other partof the house. But I reflected, that
he had paid us one visit, without a candle, and
had been seen feeling the eoat pock t, and that
those different visits h suitable inter-

vals, for a man to go to sleep.
sented to leave the house and go to Anson’s,
 across the street.  On ‘calling for lodging at
Aunsons, and being lighted to bed, I felt appre-
hensive that we might be followed, if the two

houses were on terms of intimiacy. 1 express-
my fears to Anson, and claimed his protection,

but gave no reason, ouly th: d discover-

ed something Wro Anson discovered the
dlarm of my companion, and promised safety.
He had scarcely got down stairs, when three
sien came in and enquired for us, whicl excit-

ed his suspicions, and he evaded their enqui*

ries.  Soon Wooster followed them, and some
questions being asked ‘an

I readily con-

nd ‘no answer given,’
they all went away. When they were gone,

‘west of Plattsburgh, and brought back to goal
I was treated politely by M. Sg Me;:di ina%?ﬁlt:

!
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ison came and mformed us that they had
nguired for us, and had gone away. lle ap;
eared indirectly to wish to know the cause,
vhich I promised to tell him in the morning.
the morning I enquired for Anson, who Wf;s
1ot up.. My companion being ready to go, I
:1d the bill, and went to Wooster’s with him.
No questions were asked why we left the
flouse, and we said nothing. I felt somewhat
listurbed at what had passed, but thought it
,v,ould detain me to attend to it, and this laid‘
foundation for the -difficulty which soon fol-
wed.  We searched our things to see if any
\hmg was missing, when I found I had lest a
fancet, rolled ina piece of paper, and might
'gve been taken for bills. I ought with my
tompanion, to have gone before a‘magistrate
“nil to have swern to the whole affair ; "but dici
not.
- We stopped at Willsborough for breakfast
and finding a kinsman, (Mr.” George Trou 5
L mentioned the circumstances which: ;

: ich were
confirmed by my companion. Some persbn,
informed them, at Essex, when, as [ am
:ﬂfOrm‘ed, the owners of the heuse made a stir

out the report,  The fact being denied by
ooster, we were charged with a slanderous
port, and were followed all night, and thi
orning after, 1 was taken about ten mile.

&




Sheriff, but was somewhat abused by Mr. Dean

Delance, who accompanied him. He charged
me with saying things which 1 had not said.—
"The thought occurred to me immediately that
he intended to ewnrage me, that I might say
what he wished. 'This put me on my guard,
and I told them both the story as it took place 3
and informed them, that it was useless to take

me to goal, as I could not say otherwise, and

I had ne money for them, if it should be in
their power to make a jury believe me guilty.

The sheriff seemed inclined to have me dis-,

charged, but Delance insisted that I should be
committed. - '

While in the steeet at Plattsburgh, T saw my
companion, who had parted with me the day
before. He had not been taken, and was sur-
prised to see ‘me in the custody of the sheriff,
and asked what we should do? I told him
not to be alarmed, if ['had told the truth and it
offended, I must tell it again and swear to it,
and I expected he would do the the same. In
a short time he was taken, and being among
his friends, was admitted to bail.

I was committed on Saturday, and on the
Sabbath was permitted to eat with the family
- of Mr. S. Mead, and accompany himto church.
After supper, I again entered my dreary room.
" 1 knew no person in Plattsburgh, and told the

sheriff (Mr. Edward Springer, Dep. Sheriff)) I
should not ask for bail. He told me if I wish-
ed, in the morning he would ‘assist me to bail.

4

| rest 'set aside.
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told him, I was a stranger in the place; had
D property o indemaify any person, who
hould ussist ine, and if my word would not res
loase e, | had no more to say, but to declare
my innocence. \
. Thompson my companion, brought me an
aittorncy to assist me. I told-him, I knew not
much aboyt law, and was unable to pay for
advice. He kindly offered to assist me with-
out any stipulated compensation, saying, that
if I got clear, he should get something of Woos-
ter, and if not, I might do as T pleased, for I
ught not to lay there.. g
. On Monday morning I was liberated by the
'sheriff,* on giving my word that I would not
leave the place without his consent. I called
Mr. H. K, Averill, Esq., who had before
ered his assistance as an attorney, who ad-
ised me to make affldavit of the facts,rand he
rould apply for an order for Wooster to show
ause of action, hoping thereby to get the ar-
T accordingly went before
udge Nichols, oue of the judges of the county

L court, and swore to the facts, to the best of my
L knowledge and  belief.

My attorney applied

i

* or an order, but was refused, as he stated to
me, on account of the weight of the charges,

the judge saying that they were worthy of trial,

and | must be held to bail.

b *Mr. Edward Spring’ei, Deputy and Goaler. This was &
. masonic pledge. j o
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Lhus 1 was denied the only privilege, &

stranger can have in the state of New-York, to

get rid - of @ vexatious law suit.~ This was
thought hy many, as well as myself, a reflec-
tion on the character of Judge Nichols, in de-
paiting from that generous humanity which
is thought by good men to be the stranger
due, and swhich shone so conspicuous in the
sheriff and Esq. Averill. T still remained on
-the credit of my word, with the sheriff, and
made no attempts for bail. ‘

My  prosecutors, finding they had made a

wistaken figure, in trying to frichten me ta
complyance, and that 1 was still confirming
the report, offered me a discharge, 1f I would
sign an acknowledgment, that Thompson was
the principle one in the report.  This offer
was prefaced with much pity for me, as I was
en a journey, and so far from my family ; they
would bestow this as a favour, as I was so un-
happily situated. I was not long in discover-
ing the intrigue contained in this pretended
politeness. ~ Could they now get rid of. one,
they kuew not what to do with, and get a kind
of acknowledgment in their favor, this would
- put Thompson in their power, without any
hopes of defence. :

As I felt punished for not doing my duty jir
the first affair, I thought I would not be guilty
of so base an act, as to leave an innocent man
in their power. I found on enquiring, that
Thompson was a reputable young man, of
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'&pécl:ablo connexions, with a wife and two
ehildren to provide for ; and should he be left
without defence they would ruin him. T felt
resolved to abide the issue, whatever might ‘be'
tho consequences.  Nor was the impulse of
easoning a greater stimulous, than a sense Qf
ustice. 1 remained here four weeks, when
iy health failed me, and I was unable to la‘u
bour. 1 expressed a wish to the sherifl (Mr.
. Springer) to get bail and go on my journcy,
as I was injuring myself by trying to work ;
“and [ knew not how to live on expense with~
"out work.  Bail* was immediately procured,
“and [ left Plattsburgh for Hopkinton. =
| On ariving at Hopkinton, my old friends
“and acquaintance were surprised to hear of my,
ifficulty ; and I had often to tell the account
| to answer their repeated enquiries.  Much ex-
‘citement appeared, and all were w1rllmg to do
hat they could for my relief. 'The Hon.
Roswell ‘Hopkins informed* me, that he had
been acquainted with old Mr. Delance, Ksg.
and thought he could assist me in making a
' settlement on my return. He accordingly
" wrote to him as follows :— 7
7 Hopkinton, Aug. Tth, 1824.
r. DELANCE, Esq.— ‘ »

§ - Dear Sir—i—’["lq‘ bearer, Mr. James'Pea-mgv
linforms me; he has had some difficulty ‘in

IE
b

*Mr. Springer, Major Azariah Flagg, Doughlass Eouquett;
limothy F. Cook.
11




Plattsburgh, in which you or one of your sons,
are somewhat interested. He wishes me to
state to you his character while he resided in
this town ; as he thinks if you or your son,
knew his reputation, a settlement might be
brought about, so that he could return to his
family. I can assure you that Mr. Pearse
lived in this town upwards of eleven years,
previous to his remove to the Mississippi, in
1818 ; and you may be assured, he supported
the character of a very honest, judicious and
industrious man, whose word might be relied
upon for truth and veracity. If it is in your
power to give him any aid in making a settle-
ment, so that he can return to his famiy, you
will do an honest man a great kindness,
and oblige your old friend,
and humble servant,

ROSWELL HOPKINS.

The judge then drew a letter, which was
signed by most of the old inhabitants who had
known me from my youth, as follows:—

We, the subseribers, inhabitants of the tows
of Hopkinton, St. Lawrence county, do here-
by ceitify, that Mr. James Pearse lived in this
town, upwards of eleven years previous to his
remove to the Mississippi, in the year 1818 ;—
that we were well acquainted with him during
his residence in this town ; that he was an
honest and industrious citizen; and a man of
swnth and integrity, and we never, in any in-

»

i
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lince, have heard of his character, as an hon=
it man, being impeached in any degree.

Signod by Roswell Hopkins, Eli Roberts,
Jonah Sanford,  Gaius Sheldon,
(E;'lg)halet Brush, Elias Post,

- Gideon Sprague, Joseph Durphey,

Joseph Brush, A. é)ianch(g"d; 9
Thad’s Laughlin, Abijak Chandler
Aaron Warner,. — James Trussell,
Isaac R. Hopleins. ‘

Hopkinton, Aug. 7, 1824..

. Several other letters were procured, from
other men, who had been acquainted with me,
calculated to. assist in giving me influence to.
settle, or procure special bail.

On my return, I delivered the letter from: -
dge- Hopkins to Mr. Delance, who secemed.
illing to settle, and advised me to go alone
yith Mr. Wooster,.and try for a. settlement ;.
but seemed unwilling: to believe that Wooster:
‘was guilty, and would rather ascribe it to-some-
intrigue, that I was not. acquainted with. I
‘had assembled a few gentlemen to’ witness our
“settlement, but consented to try alone by our-
selves. I could do nothing towards an honour-
ble acquittal,* and offered to submit it to hon-

- *Both Delance and Wooster, had endeavored to charge
.the blame on Anson and Thompson, by trying to lead me
= fo suppose that Anson had employed Thompson to alarm
“me, by making an appearance-of being robbed, to injure
" Wooster ;. but circumstances so plainly contradicted and ex-
?Njﬂ‘posgd them, that I was not disposed to listen to their sug:
,[;w‘ gestions. p :

"

v
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~

ourable, disinterested men. Delance consent~
ed ; but Wooster would not, unless 1 would

leave out Thompson’s testimony ; which I

refused. _ :
Thompson’s testimomy is as follows :—

Plattsburgh, Aug. 14, 1824.
I, Lyman Thompson, do hereby certify, that

I did, on the night of the 24th of June last,

put up at a house in Essex, occupied by Ly-
man Wooster ; that said Wooster, put me and
one other person, by the name of James Pearse,
in bed together; and after said Pearse had
gotten asleep, some person came into the room
without a candle, and came to the bed ; and 1
looked and saw the said person take my sur-
- tout coat, and while he had it, a light pa.SSt_%d in
the hall adjoining our room, so that I distinct-
ly saw, and knew the person to be the land-
lord, that is to say Lyman Wooster; and I
saw him feel the side pocket, and heard the
rattling of my knife and comb, which were in
the pocket. And I further saw another per-
son, with his head through the door way, his
body back in the other room.. In this position
he stood while Wooster was feeling the pock-
ets ; after which, Wooster threw the surtout
on the bed, when I feigned to be waking, at
which'they both left the room. I felt some-
what alarmed and waked Mr. Pearse, and
wished him to go with me to Anson’s tavern,

across the street. Mr. Pearsesaid, he wished

i

-

they were intent on robing or stealing, they
vould come again, as soon as they thought we
had gotten asleep. We agreed to lay awake;
and in a short time, some person came up
stalis, and proceeded dircetly to our door.—
= We were whispering, and the footseps were
lieard to go away, without entering our room.
dn a short time after, we heard a stepping up
‘the stairs, and proceeded to our door, and some
‘one partly opened it, when Mr. Pearse spoke
‘and demanded who was there and what was
‘wanting ; at which a persen answered, that he
anted Peter. Mr. Pearse answered and said’
there was- no Peter here, and wished they"
- would keep away from our room ; and the per~
on went down stairs immediately. Again, in
short time, we heard some one stepping to-
vards the door of our room.. As he came to
he door, Mr. Pearse rese in bed and with
ome earnestness enquired the cause of so much
oise about our room ; en which Woeoster en-
ered the room, with a candle,-and said he
wished to know if we lay comfortably, stepped
“to the bed, and placed the clothes at the head
of the bed; bid us good night, and went out.
‘After this we both agreed to leave the house
‘and call for lodgings at Ansons. -We went,
ccordingly, and spent the rest of the night at
Ansons, acros the street. Next momi,ng, we
‘searched our things, to see if any thing was

missing. Mr. Pearse declared he had lost a

stay and gee what would follow ; and said if




iallg'et,fwhich wasin his vest pocket, rolled in

apiece of .ewspaper; and said, he supposed

they thought they had taken bills. I believe
« there was nothing else missed.” To all the a-

bove, I will make oath before any proper offi-

cer, at any time, when called upon i a proper

manner: ‘

~ LYMAN THOMPSON.

M. George Troup, who had been attend-
ing to the different statements, and had ob-
seryec.i some contradictions, advised mé to com-
plain in behalf of the state. This agreed with
a resolutien which I had taken, that if I could
not settle it honourably, I would do what 1
ought to have done in the first place.

I' accordingly accompanied Mr. Troup to

the district attorney, who gave me the neces-
sary advice to institute a suit in behalf of the
state. After this I returned to my friends in
Vermont, to await the issue of a trial.

In October, T again appeared in Essex, to
be a witness in behalf of the state, Before the
grand jury of that county, for the purpose of
indicting Wooster. * I found that Mr. Akin,
attoruey for the people, had done all on his
part to punish my antagonist. 'The witnesses
were all present, and I indulged the hope, that
my - ipnocence would soon appear; and by
bringing Wooster to trial, I might make him
feel his condition so sensibly, as to be willin
to discharge me unconditionally. Mr. Aikin

pormed me that he would endeavour to bring
Wi to teial at that court, if a bill was, found
fgaingt bins. A b
But what was our surprise, to learn that our
‘complaint was rejected?  Although, M.
"Ihompson swore positively that he saw Woos«
tor feel the side pocket! I asked one of the
Ljury what -were the principle arguments against
@ bill? e said that as I had no positive proof
‘of his taking the lancet, the jury thought he
‘had a right to 'go where he pleased in his own
house. = I stated this to Mr. Aikin, 'who ap-
- peared to be equally surprised with myselfi—
¢ What,” said he, ¢ has a man a right to search
"pockets in his own house? The jury may have
een worked by a side wind.” This small
figure implied much, which I had reason af-
srwards more fully to believe. He, however,
told me that he would have an interview with
the jury, and try to have it again under con-
sideration. L took «my leave of him and set
off for Willshorough, intending to stay at Mr.
Troups until the court should rise, to learn
the event of ‘the second hearing before the ju-
vy.* On my arrival, at Mr. Troups he said
<« well sir, you have not obtained a bill I think,
have you " I replied, I had not,and asked him

* what made him think so. He said, he had

" drawn the- conclusion from what he saw im.

*Strange-as it:may appear, it was again rejeeteds
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collecting the grand* jury; and doubted
<d not, that intrigue had been used to prejus
dice the jury, by making them believe, that it
'was the effect of ill-will, beetween Wooster
and Anson, which 1 found to ‘be true to my
satisfaction. :
When ‘I arrived at the ferry, I found that
“there had been new differences between them.
Wooster had accused Anson of goingbefore the
_jury, to enter complaint. This ‘was the effec
of jealousy, for Anson was as innocent of this,
-as the former charge against him, viz. that he
had employed Thompson to alarm ‘me, by
making false appearances of being robbed, that
he might injure his rival.  This story had gain-

ed credit among many, and no doubt some of

the jury were prejudiced with this opinion, and
rejected the whole as'a quarrelsome affair.—
This shows how inconsistant men will act,
when under the sinfluence ‘of ‘prejudice: but
“with me it could have no weight. There are
many:little incidents, as things transpire, which
prove to the observer their truth, or fallacy,
better-than volumes of arguments used after-
wards. Under this conviction, I have treated

*This is ‘not intended to reflect on the shetiff or jury.—
The grand jury of the state of New-York, are summoned by
the sheriff, at his own pleasure. He takes who he pleases,
until he has obtained his number ; and persons may be taken
who have preconceived opinions without his knowing it, and
those opinions may grow from unfavorable circumstances.-=
- This pete is inserted at the request of Mr. Troup.

»

hat has been said to me on the subjeet of
iminating Anson or Thompson, as a wick-
I fraud, or blinded prejudice ; believing them
oth fnnocent in this affair. I have rejected
ny proffered discharge from this vexatious
uity feeling that if [ yielded to their insinua-
1008, I should be accessary to their guilt.
L I 'would not here intimate, that Mr. Delance,
lisq. and sons are knowing to the crime of
Nooster, and thereby merit the blame of
hieves or robbers; but wishing him innoeent
Gcause they were interested in the house, they
have presumed hewas so; and have used all
their influence in his favour, notwithstanding
the respectable mediations of Judge Hopkins,
and others in my favour. I would not use the*
lames of ‘so many respectable men, to aid a
ot so wicked .as they charge Anson with ;
mor would I be detained from my family so
long, to please the feelings of any man, did I
not think that trath: and justice demanded it.
Mr. Delance, Esq. holds a considerable influ-
ce among many, and will no doubt invelve
in serious difficulty.  But my opinion can
t be altered by-him in this affair, as I think
m under wrong  feelings. The part, he at
st took, was natural; for one interested in
e-house ; and knowing nothing of me, might
je pardoned for thihking me'a vagabond.  But
vhen Judge Hopkins, and so many other re-
ectable men interested themselves in my be-
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el entitled to the character given you by
flge KL 0w : ,

~ Your hnmble servant, :
” i 4 DAVID THAYER.

“half, he certainly ought to have changed hiy
round, or become neuter. He confessed to
me, that he thonght me innocent ; but yet, ho
} was united in the views of Wooster to make
~ Anson and Thompson guilty of a wicked in-
trigue, of «which he ‘had .no evidence ;" and =
therefore must be aseribed to jealousy, or oth-
motives dishonorable. It may be held as a
maxim, that men who indulge much jealousy
lack homesty ; and my being held a prisongs, |
after. they -had acknowledged my innocerx:g,
appears a proof .of the assertion. But lest
they should think proper to deny their ack-
nowledgment, I give a_letter from David
Thayer, esq. of Willsborough, who' accompa-
aied Mr. George Troup, with me, when I of-
fered an honorable settlement. ;
“The letter is as follows:

~ Wooster made me a similar acknowlodg-
Milient in a private interview. ~But they all apsy
peared determined to hold me prisoner, unless
I would assent to their terms—which I could
not do, and feel innocent. They no doubt in-
nded to wrest a confession from me, against
iy will, or try to acriminate me at trial, af-
er they had confessed my innocence.  They
thought that the world would read this,
Riftcr they had done-altthey comld-toruinan =~ 8
nocent man, and by this act have reduced a° e
helpless farr;il‘y to want. o :
| 1 apain returned to Vermont, after obtain-
g Mr. George Troup for special bail.  When
[ arrived at Sudbury, the Rev. Mason Knap- :
n informed me that he had been aequainted .
with Wooster, and that he had been guilty of
eonduct but little better than that with which
had charged him. In December, the time
drawing nigh when I expected a trial, the Rev,
Mr. Knapen gave me an introduction to a num-
ber of the most respectable gentlemen in
. Charlotte, requesting them to give me their aid
n obtaining the character of Wooster. I de-
ivered the letter and the following was the re-

Mr. James Pearse, sit— :

Agreeable to your request, I will give you
‘the substance of a conversation which I had
with D. Delance, -esq. relating to the affair.
between yourself, Mr. Thompson, and Mr.
Worceester. Mr. Delance showed me a letter
from judge Hopkins, of Hopkinton, which he
had just received. The judge stated, that he
had long been acquainted with you, and ever
believed you to be a man of truth, and a peace-
able, good citizen. Mr. D. further remarked,
that from the letter and other sources of infor-
_mation, he was fully convinced that you was
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Charlotte, 28th Dec. 1824

We, the subscribers, whose names are heres

unto annexed, having been solicited by the Rev:
Mason Knapcn to declare our opinion of the
character of Lyman Wooster, of Essex, for the
benefit of James Pearse, in a suit now pending
at. Plattsburgh ; do  hereby certify, that we

have been a%uammd with said Wooster, and

we do net think him entitled to the. charauto
of a reputable man—and should we be cal

on in a legal manner, we would state, that 1f

would not be difficult to prove that he is not
entitled to fair character. -
Signed by the following gentlemen.
Damd Hubbell, esovy-
~ Samnel Hurlbut, =~
Nath’l Newell, esq.
David Cook,
M. Jow’n Breakenvidg,
Charles M’ Neil, esq.

 fequested by some of the above nam-
ed gemiemen, to present the above to Wooster
and Delance ; and propose, a settlement. If
this failed, I'was at liberty to make use of their
names to plead a commission to take testimo-.
ny. Iaccordingly crossed the ferry,putup at An-
son’s, and notified them that 1 had such a let-
ter ; and proposed a settlement.
Wooster called in, and I'shewed him the let-
ter. - Solie Obael‘thEOﬂS passed on the subject
and Woostep appointed next memmg to meet

me. I told him to call before breakfast, and
fhe would make me an offer that 1 consider- .
od honorable, I would settle the affair; if not,
aftor breakfast, I would pursue my journey to

1 lJ lattsburgh.

'The next mommg I Walted until after’break—
1st and saw nothing of Woeoster or Delance s
and left Essex for Plattsburgh.

Wooster informed me that he was propqrcd
for the trial, at -our interview in the evening ;
‘yet that he felt disposed for pacific measures.
"My not seeing him in the morning, led me to
“doubt it, and. I took no further trou’b];;‘a to bring:
“about a reconeiliation..

"~ On my arriviag at Pidttsburgh I found that.
e had not made the declaration reqmred“
by law ; and my attorney thought he might in-
tend to let it pass hy default ; but, the day be-

re the sitting of the court, h1s attorney served

he declaration..

| CHAPTER II. »
eclaration—Delay of trial—Lynd’s invidizous remarks—-
Surrender as prlsoner——deour of the sheriff-—Trial —~
. Closing remarks.

' Clinton Common Pleas, of the Term of Octo-
ber, year of our Lord ene thousand ezgh#
hundred and twenty-four.

CLINTON County, ss:
Lyman Wooster,plaintiff in this suit, comphms

i

* of James Pearse, defendant in this suit in cuss

K K




tody, &c, of a plea of trespass on the case-w
. For that, whereas, the said plaintiff, now is a
good, true, honest and faithful citizen of this
state,and as such hathalways behaved and con-
ducted himself, and at the time and place hereaf-
ter mentioned was and isan Inn or tavern keep-
er by profession & oeeupation,and until the com-
mitting of the s ; ’lgrievances by the said defen-
dant, hereafter mentioned,was always reputedg
esteemed and accepted by and amongst jall his
neighbors and customers, and other good and
worthy citizens of this state, to whom he was
in any. wise known to be a person of good
name, fame and credit, at Essex—to wit : at
Plattsburgh, in the couhty of Clinton, and,
within the jurisdiction of this court. /

{
|

And whereas the said plaintifi. hath not ev- .

“er been guilty, nor until the time of commit-
ting the said several grievances, been suspect-
ed to have been guilty of robbing or stealing,/

or of an attempt to rob-or steal from any of his .

customers or lodgers, in his Inn or Tavern, or.
any other person or persons, whomsoever ;—!
or of any offences or misconduct, herein after
mentioned, to have been charged upon or im-
puted to the said plaintiff—or of any other such:
offences or misconduct, by means of which
premises, he, the said plaintiff, before the com-
mitting of the said several grievances, by the
said defendant, as herein after mentioned, had
deservedly obtained and -acquired, both asan
inn-keeper and  otherwise, the good opinion

e’

ind credit ofall his neighbors, and other good
wid worthy eitizens of this state, to whom he-
Was inany wise known.

~ Aud his said - ocoupation of inn-keeper had

 hecome lucrative and profitable, at Essex—to

Wit at Plattsburgh, and within the jurisdie-

fion aforesaid. -

- Yet the said defendant well knowing the

promises, but greatly envying the prosporous
happy state and eondition of the plaintiff,

and contriving and wickedly intending to in-

rec the said plaintiff, in his said occupation,

nd in his said good name, fame and credit,

A
i

‘and to bring him into public scandal, infamy,
‘and disgrace, with and against all his neigh-
‘bours, and other good and worthy citizens of
‘this state. : - :
- And tocause it to be suspeeted and believed:
by those neighbeurs and citizens, that the said

plaintiff had been guilty of stealing, and of an
assault with the intent torob him, and one Ly-

‘man| Thompson, while lodgers in the said inn_
or tavern of the said plaintiff. =

~ And to subject the said plaintiff to the pains
d penalties of the laws of this state, made
d provided and inflicted upon persons guilty
horeof~—and thereby to injure the said plain-
in his said occupation and business, and to
harrass, oppress and impoverish, and ruin

him, the said plaintiff, heretofore, to wit: on
the | twonty-fifth day of June, in the year of

y/ Lord, ene thousand eight hundred and
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pwenty-fout, at Essex, to wit = at Plattsburgl
in the county and within the jurisdiction afore=
said, e

Then and there did, in the presence and
hearing of one Beverly Gager, and of divers

good and worthy citizens of this state. He, =

the said defendant, contriving and intending as.

aforesaid, then and: there,. m  the presence of 3
the said last mentioned citizens, falsely and -

maliciously spoke and published of and con-
eerning the said: plaintiff, of and concerning

his said occupationvamd business as an innp or |

tavern keeper, these false, malieious, scandal-
ous and defamatory words following, viz.
We (the said defendant. and one Lyman
Thompson; meaning) put up at Woosters last
night ; (meaning that they, the said defendant-
and the said- Lyman: Thompson stopped to
lodge at the said inn or tavern of the said plain-
tiff the night preceding,) and after we (the said
defendant and the said Lyman, meaning) had
gone to bed, he (the said plaintiff, meaning)
came into the room where we (the said defen-
dant and the said Lyman Thompson, meaning)

were in bed, and attempted to rob us (the said:

defendant and the said Lyman Thompson,.
meaning) L (the said defendant meaning) have
Tost a knife, and I (the said defendant, mean-

ing) believe that he (the said plaintiff, meaning}-

stole it, (the said knife, meaning) while we
(the said defendant and the said 'Lym%a'n
‘Thompson, meaning) were in bed at his House

3
b

’mg‘)) had gone to Ded,

meaning the said inn or tavern of the said
p mutzli‘)w,l‘(&%.\e said defendant, meaning) have
lost a lﬂ;ncnj;,’ and [ (the said defendant mean-
ing) believe that he (the said plaintiff, meaning)
Btole it, (the said lancet, ‘meaning) while we-
(the s’d defendant & the s’d Lymar?T»hompsou
b‘mveam.ng.) were in bed at his house (meariiné
tho said inn or tavern of the said plaintiff.)— ]
nd afterwards, to wit, on the ‘duyi and year
aforesaid, at Willshoro’, to wit, at Plattsburgh
n the county and within the jurisdiction afore-
'said, Ina certain other discourse, which the -
id defendant then and there had, in the pres-

1ce and hearing of one Edward Cuyles. and~

divers other good andawmr-sr =" <.
2004 and Woiuly citizens of this

state, he, the said defendant, further contriving

- T e, UL 1]

“ana mitending as aforesaid, then and there, in

the presence and hearing of the said last B
ioned citizens, falsely and maliciously spoke .

and published of and concerning the said plain-
ff, and.of and concerning his said occupation

and business; as 'ign or tavern nge‘per, these

aotherﬂ false, scandalous, malicious and defama-

ry words, following—ithat is t

i | ng—rthat is to say, we (the
aid d_efendant and the said Lyman Xf‘hompgon
meaning) put up at. Woosters last nignt, (mea-

/ iing that they, the said defendant and the said

yman Thompson stapped to lodge the night

receding .at the inn or tavern of the said
olaintiff, aforesaid,) and after we (the said de-
endant and the said bhyma-n Thompson niean-
d, he (the said plaintiff;

7
|
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mieaningY came into’ the room where we (the

said defendant and the said Lyman Thompson
meaning) were in bed, several times, and put
his (the said Plaintiff’s; meaning) bhands into
the pockets of our clethes, (meaning the pock-
ets of the clothes of the said defendant and the
said Lyman Thompson) with the iutent, as-T-
(the said defendant meaning) believe, to take
his (the said Lyiman Thompson meaning) mo~
ney—intending as T (the said defendant mean-
ing) believe, to take our (the said ‘defendant
and the said Lyman Thompson meaning) mo-
ney—intending; as I {the said defendant meas

——“—pinai helieve, to rob us {the said defendant and

the said Lyman Thompses-meaning, I (the
said defendant meaning) have lost a lancet;
while I (the said defendant meaning;j was in.
bed, and I believe that he (the said plaiatiff,
meaning stole it {the said lancet meaning) out
of my pocket, while I (the said defendant mea<
ning) was in bed at his house (the said plain-
tiff’s meaning the said inn or tavera.’ By rea-
son of the committing of which said several
grievances by the said defendant, as aforesaid,
the said plainﬁﬁ' hath been greatly injured in
his aforesaid good name, fame, and credit, and
‘business or occupation 3 and brought into pub-
lic scandal, infamy and disgraee with and a-
mongst all his neighbors and other good and
_worthy citizens of this state.  Insomuch that
divers of those citizens and neighbors, to whom
‘the innecence and integrity of the said plain-

*

A

Wif, in the premises, were unknown, have, on'

ccasion of the committing of the said griev-
WNCes, .bly the said defendant as aforesaid, from
thence hitherto suspected and believed, and
il do suspect and believe the said plaintiff to
‘have been guilty of stealing. And to have
“been guilty of an attempt to rob, and of steal=
ing from his lodgers and customers, in his said
‘nn or Ta'vern. And by reason of the commit-
ting of said grievances, by the said defendant, .
“have from thence hitherto wholly refused, and
still do refuse to have any transaction, ac-
Yuaintarice, discourse or business with him, or
%o call or do any business, or lodge at his said
“Inn or Tavern, as they were before accustom-
ed to have and to do, and would have had and
' done again, had not the said grievances been
- eommitted. ** And the said plaintiff hath been
‘and is, by means of the premises, otherwise
‘greatly injured—to wit, at Plattsburgh, in the
gounty aforesaid, to the damage of five hun-
red dollars and therefore he brings suit, &c.
J. LYNDE, Atwy. for Plaintiff.

Pledges to prosecute John Doe and Richard
oe, Clinton County, ss. Lyman Wooster,
uts in his place John Lynde, his attorney a-
ainst James Pearse, in a plea of trespass on

" the case.

i

This declar;}tion, coming too late to join
ssue and npotify for trial, it passed January
§ jterm, and proved the assertion of Wooster (to

%
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“be ready for trial) untrue. I made affidavit of
knowledge of further testimony, to prove the
character of Wooster, and applied for a com=
mission to take further testimony out of the
:State. . (The testimony alluded to, were his
neighbours in Charlotte, Vt. he having lately

_moved to igsex.) The motion was strongly -

~epposed by the plaintifi’s council, and a debate
-ensued, between the two councils; -but the
~gourt decided in my favor.

[t now appeared, that my opposers had
>changed their tone.’ They at first appeared
like the fierce Vultare, intent to devour: .but

now they stand aloof from the contest, and
must be drove inch by inch, seeking every le-
~gal refuge for delay. = At this term, (January

1825) 1 shewed my narrative to those, who
-had assisted, or betriended me, and obtained
“their acknowledgment to its authenticity as
follows : ; : ;

We whose names are under written, -having
~seen the account of the unfortunate imprisoi-
ment of James Pearse, at Plattsburgh, in the
State of New-York, do certify; that as far as
our names are connected with the said facts,
‘we consider them fairly and truly stated, and
from what has come under our own knowledge
as there related, we have no doubt of the truth
-of the whole. ; »

Signed by SMITH MEAD, 3

s 1 *SPRINGER,% £ et
£ H. K. AVIRILL, Attorney.
January, 1825. ,

again solicited Lyman Thompson, 1o go

h me to Essex county, to make another at-
lempt to indict Wooster ; but he fearing anoth-
b0 vexatious suit, declined going, unless he
could be under the protection of the courty==
‘,elance had menaced him, if he could catch
liim out ef the county. And he thought hest
to finish his difficulty = at home -first, but said,
fie would go if the court would grant him their

protection.

- On my return through Essex county, T:call-
at the house of Mr. Akin, for further advice.
ot:finding him at home, I left word with a
on of Mr.*T'roup, {which he promised tode-
iver to the attorney) informing him of the'rea-
n of our not appearing as state witnesses, and
requesting a protection for Thompson. When
arrived at Charlotte, in Vermont, I notified
two of the commissioners, that they were ap-
pointed by the court to take testimony on my
thehalf.  They accepted the appointment,* and
I soon after received a notice, that they would

& attend on the 18th of February, with a desire |

thq't" I» should ceme a day or two previous te
heir setting, Esq. Barton, one of the com-

*I would here acknowledge the favour of the
issioners and several of the ‘witnesses,
his case, and especially Charles. MeN
ee days gratuitously. And those
were of the most reasonable kin
te devolved o me.
: &b

acting com-
who were called on
eal, Eisq. who served
who made any charge
d, as all expense out of the
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°

rmissioners, had expressed a strong desire for

-settlement, and on receiving his letter, I folt
a hope, that the advice of Wooster’s old

neighbors in  Charlotte, would dispose him to

scome to a settlement. ;

He did not appear, and they proceeded to
‘take testimony. ‘The witnesses were not all .

“present, and an adjournment became necessa-
vy, Inthe evening after, Col. Stone called
on me, in company with another gentleman, to
try for peace between the parties ; having pre-
viously seen Wooster and Delance. The Col.
informed me that a settlement was desired, if I
would make a - slight acknowledgment, that
possibly, I might be mistaken. By doing this,
he thought the suit might be discharged im-
mediately. I mmformed him that I had felt a
" -strong desire to be discharged, and had made
an offer to -submit the whole to honourable
men ; that -the circumstances at the time, I
-considered justly suspicious; and the whole
transaction since, had only tended to strength-
-en my-opinion. Add to this, Thompson had
sworn to the facts positively ; which put the
whole affair beyond dispute. 1 considered
that I had -only to defend, and Wooster had
‘now no other way, but to drop the suit-uncon-
«ditionally or proceed to trial. .

T felt to respect the mediation of Col. Stone,
-and must do him the justice to‘say, that he ap-
ppeared friendly. ' ;

I, however, thought :that the business had

123

one too far, to be settled honourably for-both:
parties. 1 felt myself innocent of slander, and.
;] ought my sufferings were too much to pass:
lightly over, without exposing the infamous
‘conduct of Wooster. ; '
" In the latter end of April, T again set out for
'Plattsburgh, hoping to have a trial at May
‘term. I called at Chailotte, to close the test1-
‘mony and return the commission, Here 1
learnt that their object was again to wWorry me
delay. One of the owners of the house:
which Wooster oceupied) had been there, and
ad said, “that I had good bail, and if they
hould hold me a little longer I should clear
Cout ; as I was so far from my family.” 1 now

" had faint hopes of a trial, until I could com-
" pel them to come by rule of court. -

. On arriving-at Plattsburgh, I found no no--
' tice given, and their time had nearly expireds -
n the last day for noticing, 1 was in compa-
y with two gentlemen, who had entered com-
mon bail for me; we were conversing on the -
" subject oft he suit, when Esq. Lynde, attorney
' for the plaintiff came, and fell into conversa--
| tion with us. After some remarks, he replied
" in the following spirited manner: ¢Iam de-
" termined that that case shall not be bull’d tg -
. the ground—I will keep it off as long as 1 can,
* and then take it (or- appeal) to the supreme
. eourt.” This I thought” was not the proper
| spirit of counsel, and I insert it to show the
| spirit of the plantifi’s ceunsel in this casa—
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Finding that nothing could be done, at thiy

time, 1 waited until noticing time had expired
and ordered my attorney. to rule him to comé
to trial at October term, and left him to foast
bis depraved appetite with the idea of- detain-
ing me a few months longer, resolving to-.,sia};

-and see the end of this affair, and not eXpose

my bail. The plaintiff’s counsel had com-
plained of unfair treatment on my part, iu’get~
ting testimony out of the state. [ thought [
would gratify him with the character of his clis
ent, as 1t appeared in N. York, and for this puz;
pose, in September, I subpeened Amos Anson,
gf Essex, and Mz George Troup, Dzwid’;
Thayer, Esq. and Sawyer Carter, of Willsho-
;:,ough, and Eliska Button, esq, of Peru,.to prove
Woosters general character.. . :

Mr. George Troup being my bail, it became:
necessary to surrendér myself to the sheriff
and discharge my bail before trial.

On the 17th of September, 1 surrendered
myself to. the sheriff, (Mr.. Smith Mead, who
was.goaler this year) and again become pris-
snery. . “v
i Mr. Mead gave me the liberty of going
- ‘where [ P}eased, until the day of trial, and did
mot confine me to the village or any place
whatever—a privilege® peculiar gratifying to
me, and one which, a confidence of innocznce
could only have gained from him.

- On the 6th of October, the cause was called
up by the court, and the following is an. aer«

at of the trial taken by St. Ji- B L Skins-
, one of my counsel. P

 Clinton C’ommon Pleas. .

man. Wooster
, vs. .
. James Pearse.
* This was an action- of slander, brought by
the plaintift who was an inn-keeper, in the-

town of Essex, to recover damages against the

‘defendant, for baving (as was alledged) spok-
en certain slanderous and defamatory words.
The words may be taken from the declaration.

- See page 113.)"

This cause came on to be tried at the Octo-

| Ber term of the court, 1825~=when Mr. Lyunde,
i %ﬁtorney for the plaintiff opened the cause, to -
Pt

e jury, and endeavored to convince the court
and. jury that the plaintiff was an honest and
industrious man, that had been grossly and ma-

Tliciously - slandered, by the defendant without
| any cause or provocation. . j

He then called the following witnesses :—
Edward Cuyler being sworn, says, he saw

" defendant in June, 1824, at Willsborough, it

company  with Lyman Thorpson, at which

" time he heard deféndant say - that he and Ly-
" man Thomson stopped the preceding night at .

 plaintiff’s house, and were put to bed togeth- -
er.. Soon after which they were alarmed by

. the plaintiff or his bar-keeper coming into the
; g, ' :
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‘room (or through the room.) - Afterwardy
Thompson jogged him, and he saw some pén-
son at the' doot;, and rose up in bed and asked
what the noise was, when plaintiff came into
the room, and asked if they lay comfortabl
(or slept well.)  That he (defendant) lost a
lancet, and he had no doubt but plaintiff or his
bar keeper had taken it.
' Cross examined by Mr. Gross.. s
[Some of the questions and answers here
given were-omitted by Mr. Skinner, and [ have
wmserted thery, as I believe, correct.]
- Question. Did you hear the whole conver-
sation 7 ‘ :
Answer. I did not—I was passing through
the room as he was talking with Mz,- George
Troup; hearing a part, I asked him some ques-
tions, ‘

Q. Did you, or did you not, hear the first '

of the story ?
“A. Idid not.
Q. Where was this conversation ?
A, At Gager’s.
Other questions not material.”

Heman Garlick,sworn—Says defendant was-
at his heuse on the 25th June, 1824, and said
that he and Liyman Thompson put up at plain-
tiff’s the night preceding, and after they had

one to bed, some person came into the room,
and after he had been asleep, Thompson awa-
ked him, and he saw Woester withdraw from.

4
i
b

b
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e door; he then came in’ and asked if they
slept well—after which they got up and went

. ever to Anson’s.

Mr. Gross- then asked the witness if any:
thing was mentioned as leading to the dis~
eourse :_or was there any mention made about
money 7. : v

Answer. It was mentioned that Thompson:
had counted his money the evening before they
went to bed.

Q, Did you say the defendant lost monx
ey ;

A. Thave been undér the impression that
he said he lost money—I think, a dollar and a
half-——but [ think [ was mistaken, as he valued
his lancet at a dollar & a half—and what makes
me think so, is, that he said he was surprised
they had not taken his change from the pock -
et.

Other questions and answers not materiali =~

Delavan Delance, sworn— .
Challenged as interested.
Oath ordered by the court.
- Question by Mr. Gross.—Are - you not in-
terested in this suit ? - ¢

Answer,  Not to my knowledge.

Q. Axe you not back bail (that is security)
to Silas Cockran, who is bail for costs in this
suit ? ;

A. T have no recollection of it. »
Q. Are you not interested, either by sign-

i
i

Bl



ing or by sending word, by which you are hol¥
/ den in this suit ? ‘

A. 1 donot thiok I am..

Court ordered him to proceed.

. He then described the house and circum-
stances of the family  very properly.—He was
then asked if he knew the reputation of Woos-
ter P :

A. 1 know nothing against him as an hon- -

est man. - : i
* * See remarks on witness hereafter.
Thomas Gear, sworn.. This witness may

be found among my private papers. 1 forbear
to publish it, as it relates, chiefly, to circum--

stances, and might be differently construed. I
therefore make no remarks. .

Mzr. Averill; the: attorney of record, being,.
necessarily, absent, the defence was conducted -

by Mr. Gross, Mr. Marsh and Mr. Skinnler;;

counsel for the defendant. .

After the witnesses on the part of the plain--
tiff had been gone through with, and Mr.Liynde
had rested his cause, Mr. Gross moved the -
court for a non-suit, and in a very pertinent -
address to the court, shewed. his reasons for

granting the motion,.that the plaintiff had-not
proved the words as laid in the declaration.—

Mzr. Marsh followed in a very able manner.

Mr. Lynd, in opposing this motion, remark-
ed that it was not his wish to recover a heavy

judgment against the defendan t, but only wish- -
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- ed to shield his client from a-most “desolating
" and damning” slander, which had been eireu-
" lated against him by the defendant. T'he court
. then. made some remarks on the case, as it
" then stood before them.. j '
Judge Nichols, in a very handsome manner,
- explained the  law on this case, and said that
. malice must be proved to support an action of".
- slander. Judge Platt stated, that, as the case

. then stood, he conceived there must be a mis~.
~ take—that in hig opinion malice had not been.
~ proved, and the words alledged had arisen from

~ peculiar circumstances—that the declaration

- had not been supported—and that.he was in
favor of a non-suit.. Mr. Lynde endeavored
to sustain his action, and said he considered it

~ slander, and that the defendant had pursued it

with as much inveteracy.as the “Tyger pur-
sues his prey.”’ The.court; however ruled that

! po slander had been proved by -the plaintiff,

and accordingly. non-guited him.*

Thus closed'this trial'and my imprisonment{
after my prosecutor had spent his fury against
me, e must sit down in shame, while I must.
feel the smart of a sixteen months imprison-
ment—and for what ? Why because I would
not criminate a man whom I considered inno-

*Thompson’s case was then given up by consent, and thus
‘they were both dashed off together.

Although I bad bail a large part of the time, vet it had the. '
nature of imprisonment, as I could not returnhomg: :
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cent, and that, too, after I had been acknowl®
edged to be innocent of a design to slander.
Seme unhappy circumstances tookplace be-
fore and afier the trial, which induced me to
believe Delavan Delance, esq. to be interested
in the suit, which was the. cause of his being
objected to on trial, and of my complaining a-
gainst him afterwards.  But it is the duty of
every honest man to do justice to others, as

well as to obtain it from them.  This duty is,
mine to pexform at the close of this melancholy.

affair. . :
On the 24th of November, I received a let-

ter® from a friend in Essex county, informing
me that Delavan Delance, esq. had been tried
_in the Masonic Lodge at Willsborough, and .

~acquitted by showing that his son was bail.—
If this be true, (of which I cannot doubt, from

the respectable character of the person who.

wrote to me) Delavan Delance has been wrong-

ed by misrepresentations and complaints foun- -

~ded on misunderstanding, or. wrong informa-
tion. i
And so far as I have been misled or misin-

*On receiving this letter I wrote to Essexand Plattsbargh, .
for further particulars, being as I supposed eredibly informed -
of the interest of Esq. Delance in this suit. [ was surprised

to hear the result'of my complaint, and if I had received the

particalars in his favour, I should have published both sides -
of the story, T have kept the whole as far as it has come tc -
my knowledge and if he wishes any further explanation, I can -

_give the information en which I fonnded the eomplaint

“formed, I cheerfully restore to his reputatio

call that justice or truth requires. I have never

intended wilful misrepresentations against him

T any other man, and where I have dong it by

| misconception, on heing convinced, I cheerful-
W relnaote s '

And while I perform an act of justice to my

j«.wo'pposers, I would not appear insensible of grat-

tudé to my friends—but would gratefully acks

- nowledge every favour I have received, both

- of a pecuniary and sympathetic kind, which

has enabled me to support this- expensive and
exatious struggle. ;

‘Hoping they may receive the divine bene-

‘«gziction, of “Come ye blessed of my Fathes,
' C.

“I was a stranger, and ye took m® in.
¢ Sick andi 3 and isited b2
1ck and i prison, and ye visited me.
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~ Tur subject of the following has so ofteis
been called for by enquirets, that I have tho’t
‘proper to insert it in an appendix, ‘as it could
‘not be brought in at the trial. b g
The copying was not done by ‘myself, and
ould any, who may take the pains fo examine
the original find errors, I do not hold myself
laccountable for 'their remarks. 1 however

| think, that there is no material errors.

James Pearse’

'Lyman Wooster. : /|

~ Interrogatorics to be administered to Mason

Knapen, Nathaniel Newell, David Hubbell,

'David Cook and Jonathan'Bfackenridge;‘v‘vit~'

nesses to be produced, sworn and examined, on

‘the part and behalf of James Pearse, defendant,

In a certain case now depending in the court of ~
mmon pleas, in the county of Clinton, and.

the State of New-York, at the suit of Lyman .
Vooster, before Hezekiah Barnes, Jeremiah

rton and” Charles M’Niel, in the State of
rmont ; gentlemen, under and by virtue of
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. % commission, issuing out of the said coult, i Lastly. Do you know of any other matteg
and under the seal thereof, pursuant to a rule = or thing, or have you heard or can you say any
of the said court, made the 7th day of January, = hing touching the matters of the question in
1825. ‘ | this case, that may tend to the benefit ar ads

Interrogaiory lst. Do you know the par- 8 b vantage of the said. clefqildax}r, beyond  whag
ties, plaintiff and defendant, in the title ef"tlllqes‘?f M you have been interrogated into—declare the
interrogatories named, or either, and whic 21 ¢ same fully and at large as if you had been pais
them, and how long have you known them o ¢ ticularly interrogated theretor

~ or cither and which of them P—declare. Signed HENRY K. AVERILL,,

2d. Does Lyman Wooster now reside in ] Attorney and Counsel for defendant.
Essex, in the state Og NeW—Y{:lk? dh.gwlfléoig- . Deposition of witnesses produced and exe
has he resided there ! fm_m V;lf i ition e . amined on oath, on the 18th day of February,
move to Essex 7 what. Wgs,_ .:js»ﬁwiupéa e | 1825, at the house of Jeremiah Barton, of
fore he removed to Essex : did he kagha D . Charlotte, in the county of Chittenden, and
lie house or tavern, in Charlotte, previous to

his removal, or when or where P—declare. ] State of Vermont,y us signed,

1 87 ; L% «
3d.  What is Lyman ‘;Vooster’s‘ general ¥ | / -(]j }E{Ei%\glﬁéﬂl\{[]?éﬁﬂ%om
character ; is it good or bad P—declare. | : e
4th. What is Lyman Wooster’s character . By virtue of a commission, issuing out of the
as an inn keeper ; good or bad P—declare. . ®ourt of common pleas, of the county of Clin-
5th. What.is the common .opinion of his . ton, in the State of New-York, to us directed
former or present neighbours, as to his gener- g for the. examination of witnesses in a case o
al character P—declare. i ; | the said court, depending between Lyman
6th. What is the common opinion «lof. his . Wooster, plaintiff, and James Pearse, defen-
former or present neighbours, as to his gener- | dant,—We the acting commissioners under the
al character as an inn keeper ?——wdeclztre. . said commission, having first duly taken the
7th. What was Lyman Woester’s genepral ,goath annexed to the said commission according
character previous to his removal to Essex ’— B to the tenor and effect thereof, in behalf of the.

declare.

: . defendant, James Pearse.
8th. What was Lyman WOPSter’S ge.neral ~ Jonathan Brackenridge, of Charlotte, in the
character as an inn keeper previous to his re- " State of Vermont, aged 58 years, a witness
‘moval to Essex P—declare. : " produced and sworn, on the part and behalf
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ol James Pearse, defendant, and saith ag fol
lows :— ;

Answer to the first and second interrogato
ries. ;

This deponent saith, that he has known Ly-
man VWooster for more than 30 years past, that
he removed from Charlotte to Fssex some time
last spring, and that previous to his removing
to Essex, say 7 or 8 years, that he kept a pub-

lic house, in the checkered house, and in the =

- general Barnes house, and at the corners after
that, until he removed to Essex, in the State
rof New-York, and followed the farming busi-
ness. (See interrogatories, page 134.) .
Answer to the 3d interrogatory—not good.
- Answer to the 4th  do. 'I have no recol-
lection against him on that part.
Answer to the 5th do. Not good.
Answer to the 6th do. [ .don’t know.
Answer to the 7th  do. Not respectable.
Answer to the 8th do. 1don’t know.
Further the deponent saith not.

Signed JONA. BRACKENRIDGE.
JEREMIAH BARTON, § Colrl
CHARLES M’NIEL, :

Nathaniel Newell, of Charlotte, in the State
of Vermont, aged 66 years, witness produced,
sworn and examined on the part of James
Pearse, defendant, and saith as fellows :(—

Answer to the first and . second interroga-

tories. ; (i
[ have known him (Wooster) between /26

~ travellers that I have heard.

1370

W ,4.-'{“{'\ }

" ‘he removed to Essex, in the State of New-

and 30" years past, that some time last ,Eéng

York, and that previous to his removing to g«

‘:~ sex, he followed farming some time, say & or

6 years. He kept a tavern in Charlotte, i

different places, to wit:—at the cheekerced:

house, at the Barnes stand, and at the four

eorners. i

- Answer to the 3d interrogatory. Not good.
Answer to the 4th do. [ do not know.
Answer to-the 5th  do. Not good.
Answer to the 6th do. No complaint of

. Answer to the 7th do.
spme years ago than of late.
The deponent further saith not..
Signed NATHANIEL NEWELL..
JEREMIAH BARTON, wh
CHARLES M’NEIL, } e

The commissioners then adjoﬁrned', and on
the 28th day of April, 1825, met at the house

More favorable

 of David Cook, in Charlotte, aforesaid, and

proceeded totake the deposition of David Cook
At 2 o’clock,. the said day adjourned to the-
house of David Hubbell; then and there topk

“the deposition of David’ Hubbell.

JEREMIAH BARTON, } .,
CHARLES M’NEIL, ¢ ~°™

David Cook, of Charlotte, in the State of-

. Vermont, aged 43 years, produced; sworn and

/ M M.
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examined, on the part and ‘behalf of James
Pearse, defendant, and saith as follows :—

Answer to the 1st interrogatory.

This deponent saith that he has known Ly-
man Wooster for 18 years past—as to the said

‘Pearse, never saw him till now—has no par-
ticular acquaintance with him.

Answer to the 2d interrogatory.

Something like a year ago he removed to
Essex: he previous to his removal, attended
farming business : something like 6 years he
kept a tavern in said Charlotte, in the check-
ered house and at the tavern stand of general
Barnes, and at the corner, all at the said Char-
lotte. :

Answer to the 3d interrogatory. Not good.

Answer to the 4th do. Not so.good as
many inn keepers.

Answer to the 5th do.

_neighbours, not very good.

Answer to the 6th do.

. Answer to the 7th do.
generality.

Further this deponent saith not.

Signed DAVID COOK.
JEREMIAH BARTON, } Gt

To his former

I don’t know.
Not so good as the

; CHARLES MWNIEL,

David Hubbell, of Vermont, aged 70 years,
a witness produced, sworn and examined,
on the part of James Pearse, defendant, and
saith as follows :—

Answer to the 1st interrogatory.

e

The deponent saith that he has known Ly-
man Wooster, 30 years ‘or more—and a8 to
James Pearse, T'have bhad no particular acs
-quaintance with ‘him. :

Answer to the 2d interrogatory. \

‘He has resided in Essex, in the State of

New-York. He removed in April or May

“last—IHe kept a public house or tavern five or

six years in Charlotte, previous to his removal
to Kssex, some time since, say five or six years
at three different places, namely : at the Che-
quered house—at the Barnes stand, and at the
four corners.

Answer to the 3d interrogatory—not good.

Answer to the 4th do. Not good.
Answer to the 5th do. Not good.
Answer to the 6th  do. Not good.

Tth do. :

Answer to the 8th do. Not very good.

Further the deponent saith not. ‘

Signed DAVID HUBBELL. ;

JEREMIAH BARTON, C

CHARLES M’NIEL, E o=

The Rev. Mason Knapen being prevented

by ill health, did not appear before the com-

" missioners.

The following was taken by Joseph Warner
esq. and is added as an affidavit :
" Sudbury, April 20, 1825.
Answer to interrogatory 1st.—I have known
Lyman Wooster about twenty years. I have
been a number of years acquainted ‘with the
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family of James Pearse—and have known him
by general report, and more particularly, for
nearly one year past. I have known him, the
" gaid Pearse, to sustain the character of an hon-
est and upright man. : g7

Answer 2d. 1 have frequently heard thathe
(Wooster) has removed to Kssex, in the state of
N. Y. I do not knew the particular time of
his going there ; he went from Charlotte in
Vermont, where he had formerly lived.

His occupations were various, during hig:
stay in Charlotte,. namely, farming, sailing a
boat, speeulating in horses and keeping tavern.

Answer 3d. It is bad. .

Answer 4th.. I know little of his character-

in particular, as an inn keeper, in distinction.
from his general character.

Answer 5th. It was the opinion of many
of his most upright and respectable neighbours,
that he deservéd not the character of truth or

nesty.
hOAllszVZer 6th.. As I was in Charlotte much
fess while he kept a tavern, than during a few
years previous to that time, I know less of his
character as an inn keeper, than of his general
character. A

Answer 7th. His general character has
been always doubtful until generally pronounc-
ed bad. : il

Answer 8th. I would answer this in the
same language as [ have the 6th interrogatory..

Lastly. I know Mr. Wooster to be an uss

Tit AT

prineipled speculator, by common report @
smuggler, and by experience one of the most
dishonest men® [ ever kyew. And by eom-
mon report, quarrelsome in his family and in-

temperate.
; MASON KNAPEN.
STATE OF VERMONT, )
Rutland County. §
Sudbury, April 20, 1825.
Personally appeared, Mason Knapen, signer
of the foregoing  interrogatories, and made
solemn oath, that they contain the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, before me.
JOSEPH WARNER, Justice Peace.

*t is frequently the case ‘that families are injured for the
faults of one.  T'his is not correct conduct, and L wigh to be
understood to say nothing unfavorable of the family oft Woos-
ter. Mrs, Woester supports the character. of an amiable, -
and virtuous woman ; and her name should be mentioned:
only with respect,

W

EBRRATA. i
Page 9th, 7th line from the botton, for pages read work.
Page 106th, 12th line from the bottom, ' forEt.St. Phillips,
read Ft. St. Phillip. - :
Page 42d, for Mr. Abraham and Mr, Scott, read Mr. A-
braham M. Scott,
Page 68, last life, for-atridicule read to ridicale.




Reflections on my long confinement and delagﬁf
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of trial, July 5th, 1825.

How slowly moves times tedi’us wings,
A pris'ner views thy slaw cetreat

How vain are all those i,y things

"To me, which please the gay or great.
Long bound to appear before the bar

Of legal justice ; there to hear,

I wait, I wait, my trial there;.

How long T wait with conscience clear:
How long shall sons of Belia! boast,
Their power to wield my country’s laws:.
And raise themselves a-mighty host,
Against the poor with greedy jaws:.
Cruel are all their ways to me,

Erom wife and children doom’d to stay ;-
They will pot try or set me free, 0
Unless I will the apostate play.

My conscience yet I must maintain,

* Though wife and children shed a tear;

I for my neighbour must declare.

Though long I wait and yet in vain—
The final sentence must appear. :

T hear a voice from Sina’s mount, .
% Thou shalt not falsely” speak.or ““‘swear ;7
Then I, his* deeds at once recount,

T’m bound by laws, of God and man

- My happiness must yield awhile,

Guide Lord, O guide me, yet thou can,

- Make darkness yield a peaceful sniile,

Thy ways, are oft mysterious showny
Before the gyjlty sons of men 3 ;

*Thompsori,

“¢ They are thy sword ;" for mexcy’s sake,

In thee, and raise their thankful veice.

A see thy pow’r, thy justice oW,

O grant me Lord, to say amen, ; T-F
Yes, Pll submit, thy chast’ning take-= g,

The wicked shall not always reign ;

They often cut thy children down.
These strokes of thine, though' painful now,

- Shall work tke good Thou hast in store;

‘When Thou return, the wicked bow :

They fall, they fall to rise no more.

Happy the man, who always sees,

In all his ways, his Makers care j :
When storms invade, he quickly flees, A
And finds a rest, when God is there. :
:O let these long afilictions prove,

A kind rebuke for folies past,

‘Then shall. I own thy chast’ning love,
And smile, when all the storm is past. |

O let me yet, énjoy the smiles i Lt
‘Of wife and ckildrven, near and dear” 05 G e
Dispel these clouds, destroy these wileg, i
That oft has caus’d the falling tear.

Turn backward all their counsel Loré,

:Nor let them once the just devour ; stk

When Thou hast try’d me by thy word, e

‘Display thy'love, reveal thy power. Lk
" Then shall I own thy ways are just,

And all who love thy truth rejoice ; i

:And men shall learn to put their trust b
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Written on seeing @ piece tn the Platisburgh
Republican, of Oct. 8, 1825.
Sound the loud trump o’er Plattsburgh’s proud plain !
The truth it is mighty, yes mighty its reign !
Sing of the place once so splendid in story, | e
The pride of our arms; and the bed of the brave, : '
Rekindle the fire of her far sounding glory ! .
A prisoner exults o’er tyranny’s grave.
Sound the loud trump o’er Plattshurgh’s proud plain Soe b
“The truth it is mighty, yes mighty its reign ! : ﬂ '
Roug’d by the spirit that gailantly shone, l
When the Tyrant’s proud host wasin battle o’er thrown— | :
Wake the bold harp that for-days long has slumber?d,
The deeds of her lawyers a prisoner can tell 3
In virtues bright cauge there are’some may be'mimb‘er’d,
“Tmmortal as those who in arms'there have fell.” &
~ Sound the loud trump o’er Plattsburgh’s proud plain! "
- The truth it is mighty, yes mighty it3 reign'!
Plattshurgh the place, where my soul was oppress’d 3
The monster of Essex appeared there so brave !
His rage and his fury there made me distress’d—
There I exulted o’er tyranny’s grave.
Sound the loud trump o’er Plattsburgh’s proud plain ! -
The truth is so mighty, the monster is slain !
Praise to Jehovah, our Saviour and Lord !
‘Qur zeal is his spirit, our light is his word
‘He the strong fetters of tyrants has broken,”
‘His banner of light to a pris’ner unfurl’d ;
The mandate of mercy Jehovah has spoken,
Freedomand peace shall illumine the world ! 7,
Sound the loud trump o’er Plattsburgh’s proud plain?
The truth is so mighty.a monster is slain.
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