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MARY ANNER ARVBTRONG THORN
Pl ONEER CF 1855

Mary Anner Arnstrong was born in Dutchess Co., New York Sept. 22, 1784.
She was married to R chard Thorn Sept. 6, 1806 in dinton, Dutchess Co.,
New York. They were the parents of ten children, six sons and four daughters.
(One son, Alford, died at age 2 years, another son, Abner, died in Nauvoo in
1846 age twenty six years, and Phillip died in 1851. The Thorn fanily had
lived in Long Island and Dutchess Co., New York since their Pilgrimancestors
settled there in the early 1600's. The five ol dest children were born in
Dut chess Co. but the youngest were born in Cayuga Co. on the western border
of New York State.

The Thorn famly all joined the Mrnon Church and gat hered to Nauvoo, ex-
cept the father, R chard Thorn. W do not know whet her he ever accepted the
gospel. It was a sad thing that she parted fromher husband. He later
married a widow with two children and noved to lowa. H s youngest daughter,
Lydia Ann Thorn(whomthe famly said was her father's pet)went back wth her
husband after the railroad was built especially to see her father. Later he
moved to California with his wife and step children. Hs wife died first and
then he lived with his step children until his death at the age of 98 years.
H s daughter, Lydia Ann, kept in touch with him

M/ grandfather, R chard Thorn Jr., was born in Cayaga Co., N Y. on the 18th
of June 1825. He narried Harriet Anne dines in Nauvoo in 1846. She was born
in Churchville, Ontario, Canada and joined the church there. The fanmly were
active in Nauvoo and ny grandfather was a nmenber of the Nauvoo Legi on. They
were anong the first to | eave Nauvoo. Their story of Nauvoo days has never
been witten only as anong others who suffered persecution and | oss of prop-
erty at the hands of the nobs. Three of the daughters had married i n Nauvoo
and one, Abigail, cane to Wah with the earliest pioneers in 1847. She nar-
ried Samuel Russel but he was anong those who were attracted by the Gl d Rush
to California. She told himthat she had cone to Wah for her religion and
she was going to stay. Later she narried Stillman Pond and reared her fam
ily in Cache Valle.

The famly nmoved with the Saints and settled in M. Pisgah and then |at-
er they went to Wnter Quarters, Pottowatame, |owa where they renained for
three years. They built their own wagons fromscrap iron they coul d pick
up and the native | unber near by. Joseph Thorn was the bl acksmth and Sol -
oman Chase was the carpenter. Wth the help of all the men in the conpany
they were well prepared for the journey.

Through ny research, | found a record of the conpany with whomthis fam
ily traveled to Salt Lake Gty in the day by day Journal of Wah Pioneers.
This record substantiates the story handed down by these grandparents who nmade
the trek. However the date of arrival is Sept 9th instead of Sept. 2nd &
that could be in copying the fanmily record. | quote fromthis journal "The
second conpany to cross tae plains in 1853 were Saints fromthe Pottowattanie
| ands, being encanped at Six Mle GGove about six mles fromWnter Quarters.
They were organi zed for traveling June 9, 1853 in charge of Daniel C Mller
and John W Cool ey. The conpany consi sted of 282 souls, 70 wagons, 27 horses,
470 head of cattle, 154 sheep and 2 nules. Part of the group were from Eng-
land and they had difficulty in getting started as the nen had troubl e hand-
ling the oxen. Mbst of them had never seen an oxen or a horse and none of



t hem had ever driven one. So after many del ays and nuch practice on the
part of the nen the Conpany finally got started on its way.

June 10th and Ilth they traveled 19 mles to H khorn R ver. Sunday June

12th they renained in canp and repaired wagons. Monday June 13th the conpany
being too | arge to nake good progress, divided by the mutual consent of the
nmenbers. The following, with their famlies, organized under Capt. John Big-
ler end forned the advance conpany; Ashel and Hizabeth Thorn, Joseph and
Lusanna Thorn, WIlliam & Ann Cost, Sisson and Mriam Chase, Eric Caste, Sol -
non D. and Lydia Ann Chase, Calvin, Perry and Hizabeth Bingham R chard and
Harriet Anna Thorn, Daniel & Mary Bagley, John and Mary Lusk(apparently this
part of the conpany are those who were directly under Capt. Joseph Thorn);
John Holns, WIlliamBallard, **Joseph W Pierce, **Joseph O ape, August Root,
Qiver Batson, **Alvin Mntieth, Soloman Freenan, R chard Halton, Jacob Bigler,
Tal litha Avery, Werham Weat on, John Staynor, Hepania Wles, Amos Artuary,
John Young, A Shankey, Henry Savage, H Taylor, nmaking in all 116 persons,
19 horses, 240 head cattle, 56 wagons, and 81 sheep. [** (rapo Line]

The others were organi zed under Capt. Daniel C Mller. The two divisions
travel ed cl ose together being only a days journey apart nost of the tine. As
recorded by the 2nd division of the MIler-Cooley Co., Friday June 17th tra-
veled 13 nmiles, June 18th traveled 11 mles and caught up with Capt. Bigler's
conpany which had had a difficulty. Two of the conpany had been accused of
stealing a goodly nunber of sheep. The natter for settlement was referred
to Raniel A Mller and John W Cool ey of our conpany and Capt. WIlis Free-
man and Capt. Joseph Thorn of their conpany. These brethren di sapproved of
the course taken by the of fenders who had taken the sheep. The of fenders
must nmake settl enent before the conpany coul d proceed. Another notation dated
July 7th, canped on Banks of Platte R ver above the nmouth of Wld Ceek, 347
mles fromthe Mssouri river and 721 mles fromSalt Lake Qty. Capt. Thorn
conpany passed us while in canp yesterday. The conpanys arrived in Salt Lake
Aty Sept. 9, 1853 just a few hours apart.”

The conpany had suffered very few hardshi ps on the way. Mst of the famly
settled in or near Salt Lake Gty. The two grandnothers, Mary Anner Arnstrong
Thorn and Any Scott Chase cane along with the conpany in their own |ight wag-
ons. @ andnot her Thorn spent nost of her time after reaching Salt Lake Gty
with her children. She was a very efficient nurse and went from hone to hone
when t he new babies arrived. She died March 7, 1856 just three years after
comng to Wah at the age of 72 years. She was a | oving nother and a devoted
w fe. She could never forget the husband she parted w th because of her
faith in the gospel.

This was the end of her story and this nuch informati on had been witten
along with sketches of her children. But to me this just could not be the
end, Like the song "Not hal f has ever been told”, | wanted to know nore. Wo
was she? What was the name of her parents? Were did they come fromand how
did they live? And so | started searching.

In the Church Hstorian's office | found her Patriarchal Bl essing. Her

father was Ashel Arnstrong, her nother B izabeth--no surname. Their Chil d-
ren, | found later in mcrofilmrecord in the Wah Geneal ogical Library in
Salt Lake Gty. Their children were born in Poughkeepsie, Dutchess Co. NY.



There the name of the nother was given as Eizabeth Nel son. They were anong
the first settlers of New York. The Arnstrong's were emgrants from Engl and
and the Nel son's had one Dutch ancestor. They all came to Anerica in the ear-
Iy 1600's. They purchased | and direct fromthe Indians and becane in tine
what was known as Landed Gentry. The heads of the fanily were known as Esg-
ui red, which denoted they were property owners and community buil ders. |
found so many interesting biographies that | have copied. Al them signed
papers saying that they were free men and they gave their allegiance to the
new country. The Arnstrong, Nelson & Thorn famlies lived for nany years in
the same counties, Dutchess and Long Island. Rel atives had gat hered many st-
ories of the Thorn fam |y which we have copied. But | found the first inform
ation about Mary Anner Arnstrong Thorn.

Pres. Franklin D Roosevelt hel ped to publish nany books about New York
State and its Pilgrimfathers. Ashel Arnstrong |ived and died in Hyde Park
now the property of the Roosevelts. He was the father of Mary Anner. V¢ owe
a great deal to Pres. Roosevelt for helping to publish these books. Wen he
was a young | awyer he was clerk of Dutchess Co. in 1929. He found the old
records torn and scattered so he supervised the project of gathering all the
ol d records including sone badly torn manuscripts. Many vol unes of Vital re-
cords were published in printed copies. Many of the ol dest nanuscripts have
since been mcrofilmed and we read themin their original script. Cften pages
are gone and sonetines are too faded to read.

The Roosevelt name is derived froma Dutch nane neani ng "Rose Garden".
Part of Hyde Park has been set aside for a national nonurment, and there is
a world famous rose garden there. Over 500,000 tourists visited there | ast
sumer. Part of Hyde Park has been left inits Natural Setting. Pres. Roos-
evelt loved his Dutch ancestors and he wites that it took the conbi nati on of
Dut ch and English ancestry to make the sturdy New Yorkers of |ater generations.
The English always settled in communities, but the Dutch chose quiet secluded
spats in the hills. Many of the old estates stood for hundreds of years.
Wen the aut onobi |l e came, the houses were torn down to nmake roomfor new high
ways. Pres. Roosevelt headed a commttee to photograph many of these old
houses. The settings were beautiful. The pictures filled several vol unes.
VW found our famly name anmong them Janes Fenni nore Cooper purchased the old
"Thorn Homestead". It was here that he wote the "Last of the Mbhicans" and
ot her Indian novels. In one "Nel son Home" was a famous hotel where George
Vashi ngt on hel d many conferences during the Revolutionary War. It stood for
several generations. Qur Dutch ancestor was a Van Der Filet and one of them
married a Van Der Bilt.

Mary Anner Arnstrong Thorn's children; Hizabeth narried Chas, Barnum he
died then she married Wiah Qurtis; Mary A nmarried martin Peck; Lydia Ann
married Sol onan D. Chase; Abigail married Samuel Russel then Still nman Pond;
Ashel narried Sarah Lester and she died sonetinme after the saints were on the
nove; Joseph narried Lusanna Canp; R chard nmarried Harriet Anna Qines. Two
daughters of Ashel Thorn narried two Bi ngham brothers and anot her daught er
nmarried a nephew of these Binghans. Alford, Abner, & Phillip died in Nauvoo.

It isinteresting to note the "Bill of Particulars” or "Qutfit" considered
necessary for a famly of five when starting their journey across the plains:
1 good strong wagon wel|l covered with a light box, 2 or 3 yoke of oxen between
the age of 4 & 10 years, 2 or nore nlch cows, 1 or nore beef, 5 sheep if they
coul d be obtained, 10001bs. of flour or other bread stuffs, 1 good nusket
or rifle to each nmale over 12 yrs., 1 |Ib. powder, 4 Ibs. lead, 1 |Ib tea,



5 Ibs coffee, 100 I bs. sugar, 1 |b. cayenne pepper, 2 Ibs. black pepper, 1 1b
mustard, 10 Ibs. rice, 1 Ib cinnarmon, 1/2 Ib. cloves, 1 doz. nutmegs, 25 | bs
salt, 5 1bs. saleratus, 10 I bs. dried apples, 1 bu. beans, a fewlbs. of dried
beef or bacon, 4 or 5 Ibs. dried peaches, 20 I bs. dried punpkin, 25 |bs. seed
grain, 1 gal. alcohol, 20 | bs. soap, 4 or 5 fish hooks and lines, 15 | bs. iron
or steel, a fewlbs. of wought nails, 1 or nmore sets of sawor grist nillirons
to a conpany of 100 famlies, 1 good seine end hook for each conpany, 2 sets of
pul ey bl ocks and ropes to each conpany for crossing rivers, 25 to 100 pounds
of farmng and mechani cal tools, cooking utensils to consist of bake kettle,
frying pan, coffee pot and tea kettle, tin cups, plates, knives forks, spoons,
and pans as fewas will do., a good tent and furniture to each 2 famli es,
clothing and bedding to each famly, not to exceed 500 Ibs., ten extra for each
conpany of 100 famlies."

Witten by her great-granddaughter Margaret J. M ner
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FROARCSTRONG TaURN.

PICNEER OF 1853

Mary Anner irwstrong wes born in Dutchess Co., New York Sept. 22, 1784,
She was merried to richard Tuorn Sept. 6, 1806 in Clinton, Dutchess Co.,
New York. They were the nerents of ten children, six sons end four daughters.

IS

One sou, Alford, died st sge 2 yerre, enotner son, Abner, died in Nauvoo in

1846 ege twenty six yeers, and Phillip died in 1821. The Thorn Yemily had
lived in Islend end Dutcnese Co., New York since their Pilgrim ancesto:s

settled t: in the early 18600's. Tne {ive oldest cnildren were born in
Dutchess Co. but the youngest were born in Cayuga Co. on the western border
of New York State.

e Thorn femily ell joined the Mormon Church end getnered to Nauvoo, ex-

the fstner, Kich:rd Tnorn. We do not know whetner he ever accepted the
spel. It was a sad taing thnst she perted from her husbend. He leter
arried a widow with two children emd moved to Iowa. His youngest daugnter,
Lydia Ann Thorn(whom the family sald was her father's pet)went back with her
husbend siter the roilrond wes built especially to see hor f.ther. bater he
moved to Cslitornie with his wife and step children. His wife died first end
then he lived with hie step caildren until his death at the age of 98 years.
His desughter, Lydia ann, kept in touch with him.

My grandfather, Ricnard Thorn Jr., was born in Cayaga Co., N. Y. on-the L&th
of June 1825, He umwarried Herriel Anne Glines in Nauvoo in 1646, She was born
in Churchville, Cntario, Censda end joined the church there. The fewily were
gctive in Nauvoo end wy grendfether was a nember of rhe Nauvoo Legion . Taey
were sron tne iirct to leave Nauvoo. Their story of Neuvoo days has never
been written only as euong otners who suffered persecution end loss of prop-
erty et tne ncnds of the mobs, Taree of the daughters had warried in Nauvoo
and one , Abigeil, ceme to Uteh with the ecerliest pioneers in 1847. She mar-
ried Sarzuel Aussel but he wes among t.cse whe were attracted by the Gold Rusa
to Celifornis. She tcld him tnat she hed come to Utah for her religion and
she was going to stay. Leter sne merried Stillmen Fond and reared her fam-
ily in Cecne Valle.. ;

The fewily moved with tue Saints end settled in kt. Bisgeh and tnen let-
er *aey went to Winter Quarters, Pottowetanie, Towe wnere they remeined for
tnree yeers. They built taeir own wegons frow scrap iron tuey could pick
up end tuae native luwber neer by. Joseph Thorn was the blacksmith end Sol-
o.en Cnase woe the cearkventer. With the help of all the wen in the cowpeny
they were well prepared for the journey.

Tarough =y resesrch, I found & record of tne cowpany with whnom this fam-
ily treveled to Selt Leke City in the day by day Journal of Utenh Pioneers.
Tuie record substeniastes tae story hended down by these grandperents who mede
the trek. However the dete of arrivel is Sevt 9th instesd of Sept. 2nd &
thet could be in copying the family record. I quote from this journal "The
second conpany to cross tue pleins in 1653 were Saints from tne Pottowattamie
is, being enceunved st Six iile Grove about six wiles from Winter Querters.
y were organized for traveling June 9, 160 in cnarge of Daniel C. Miller
-nd Joan W. Cooley. Thne cowpany consisted of 2¢2 souls, 70 wayons, 27 horses
B70 nead of cattle, 154 sheep end 2 wules. Part of the group were from Eng-
land end they ned difiiculiy in getting started as the nen hed trouble hand-
ling the oxen. Most of them had never seen en oxen or a norse end none of




thew hed ever driven one. So eciter neny delays and nuch prectise on the
part of the uen tae Caupany !inally got started on its way.

1Cth end 1lth taey traveled 19 niles to flkhorn diver. Sunday June
ney rewained in cemp end revsired wagens. kMonday June 15th the company
Loo laige to neke good progress, divided by the vutusel consent of the

. The following, with tueir fewilies, organized under Cept. John Big-
forued tne advance compeny; Asnel ond Elizsbeth Thorn, Joseph end
Tiorn, Williem & Ann UOste, Sisson end Mirieam Chsse, &ric Ceste, Sol-
end Lydis Aan Casse, Calvin, Perry and Elizabeth Binghsmw, fRichard and
Harriet Amne faorn, Daniel & rary dagley, John and Mery Lusk(aepparently this

bert ol wae conpeny ere tuose wao were directly under Capt. Josepn ihorn);

Joan Holrs, Jilliex sallard, Josepin W. i’ierce, Josepn Crape, Aug cust Root, [ afeo
Oliver seatson, Alvin rontieth, oolomcﬁ”;*eu“an, dicnerd Hdslton, Jacob Blglbrzﬁlﬁz
Tellitne ivery,kjg;ggz\w H{En, Jchn Steynor, Hepsnle Wiles, Awos Artusry,

John Young, A. Shankey, ry Savage. H. Taylor, meking in all 116 persons

19 Liorses, 240 acea oi cetile, 50 wegons, end ol snsep.

oLnels ciganized under Cest. Deniel U, willer. iue two divisions
L close topetac oulv a deys journey apzrt wost ol the time. As
re by tas 2nd division thz riller-Cooley Co., Friday June 17th tra-
ve niles, June iCtn tra Veled 1‘ vriles and caugnt up witnh Capt. Bigler's
con which ned had a difficulty. 7Twe fo the coxpany hed been sccused of
stea g 2 goodly nuuber sheep. 1Thc metter for settlewsnt wes referred
to faniel A, Miller and yonn W, Cooley of our compeny znd Cept. Willis Free-

y
men and Capt. Josepn Tnorn of their comvany. These brethren disapproved of
the course taken by tne Tenders who n-d taken the sheepn. The Bffenders
nust nske settlement before tne company could proceed. Another notation dated
it h, c-iped on Banks of Platte River above the mouth of Wild Creek, 3k
1 om the rissouri hiver end 721 riles from Salt Leke City. Cept. Thorn
nile in ceup yesterdey. The companys errived in Salt Leke
e few nours apert."

Ine comveny ned suffered very few hardships on the we . Most of the femily
settled in or neer Salt Leke City. The two grendwothers, lMary Anner Armstrong
Inorn end Any Scott Chese cewe -long wita the cowmpany in theifr own tight weg-
ons. Grandmotiner Tuorn spent most of her time sfter reaching Selt Leke City
Wwitn ner children. She wrs a very eilficient nurse and went frow home to ncmne
wnen tne new bebies arrived. She died liarch 7, 182€ just tarec years after
caring to Utah et tne age of 72 yeers, She wes a loving wother and e devoted
wife. She could never forget the husband sae parted with beceuse of her

faith in tne gospel,

vwas tns end of ner story end tais much information nad been written
ong witn siketches of her cnildren. But to me this just could not be the

<e the song "Not half hes ever been told", I wanted to know more. Who
? Wnet wes ine nene of her perents? nere did tney come from and how
And so I started seszrching.

In tne Church Historien's office I found ner Patriarchel Blessing. Her

r was hsnel Armsirong, her wmother Elizabeth--nc surneme. Their Chrild-
» I found luter in microfilm fecord in the Uteh Genealogical Library in

Salt Leke City. Their cuildren were born in Poughkeepsie, Dutchess Co. N.Y.

<




T.ere the nawe of the wotner was given as Elizabeth Nelson. They were among
tne first settlers ot New 7ork. The 8rmstoong's were emigrante from England
end the tlelson's nsd one Dutch ancestor. They all ceme to America in the eor-
ly 1600's. They vurchased land direct fpom the Indiens end beceme in time
wnet was known as Lsnded Gentry. The heeds of the femily were known as Esg-
uired, which denoted they were proverty owners and community builders. I
found so meany interesting biogrephies thet I have copied. All them signed
papers saying tnet they were free men and they gave their allegience to the
new country. The Arustrong, Nelson & Tnorn fewilies lived for meny years in
the ssme countys, Dutchess end Long Islend. Relatives had gethered .any st-
ories of tne Thorn ferily which we hsve copied. But I found the Ilirst inform-
ation about Mery Anner Arustrong Tnorn.

Pres. rrank Roosevelt helped to publish meny books about New York
tete and its Pilgrin fataers. Ashel frmstrong lived end died in Hyde Park
now the property ot‘tae Roosevelts. He Wae the father 1if kary Anner. We owe
e greet deal to Pres. Roosevelt for aelping to publish these books. Wnen he
was e young lawyer ne wes clerk of Dutciness Co. in 1929. He found the old
recorcs torn and scattered sc ne supervised the project of gathering all the
old reccrds iancluding sowe badly torn wanuscripts. l.any voluwes of Vital re-
cords were puslished in vrinted copies. ieny of the oldest manuscripts nave
sirnce been microfilmed end we read them in their original script. Often pages
arc gone and sometimes are too faded to read.
Roosevelt name is derived from e Dutch newe meening "Rose Garden'
Hyde Park hss besn set aside for a national monuwent, end there is
tsr.ous rose garden tnc1e. Over 200,000 tourists visited tnere laet
Part of Hyde rari has been left in its Netursl Setting. Pres. Kooe-
oved nis Dutch ancestors end ne writes thet it took the combination of
sa¢ English sncestry to make the sturdy New Yorkers of later generations
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English alwaye settled in coumunitiess, but the Dutch chose quiet secluded
in the hills. wrany of tie old estetes stocd for hundreds of years.
When thes autowobile came, the houses were tron down to make room for new high
wevs., Pres. Roosevelt heeded & committee to rhotograph wany of these old
houses. 1he settl were veeutiful. The nictures filled severel volumes.
We found ou 1J:11y ar.e anony them. Jemes Feniwore Cooper purchesed the old
"Tiorn Honesteed®, I4 was nere thet ne wrote the "Lest of the Mohicens" end
otnzr Indian novels. In one "Nelson Hone" wae & fewous nhotel where George
lzgaineton acld weny conicerences during tne rewoluntary wWer. It sto»d tor
several gencrstions.  Our Dutch ancestor wes & Ven Der Fliect cad one ol thom
werrisd a Ven Der Bilt.
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Arustrong Thorn's ciildren; Elizebeth merried Ches, Barnuw, he
arried Urish Curtie; kery A. married hartin Peck; Lydia Ann
en D.Caese; Abigail merried Samuel Russel then Stillman PPond;
Sereh Lester =nd she died sontime after the saints were on tie
garried Lusanna Cewp; Richard aerried Herriet Anns Glines. Two
Lshel Thorn married two Binghem brothers and enother deughter
spnew of tnese dinghems. Alford,Abner, & Phillip died in Nauvoo.

ins to note the "3ill of Particulsrs" or "Outiit" considered
r a ‘amily of five wnen storting their journey ecross tne plains.
¢ wegon well covered with a light box, 2 % yoke oi oxen between
f 1C veers, 2 or wore willch cows, ¢ Cr more beef, % sheep if they

could be obt:rined, 1CC0lbs. of flour or othner bread stuffs, 1 good musket
or rifle to eech male over 12 yrs., 1 1lb, powder, 4-1be lemd, 1 1b tea, 5
1bs coffee, 100 lbs. suger, 1 lb., cayenne pepper, 2 lbs., blsck pepper, £ 1b




nusterd, 10 lbs. rice , 1 1b cinnamon,% 1b. cloves, 1 doz. nutmegs, 25 lbs
selt, © lbs. szlerstus, 10 1lbs. dried epples, 1 bu. beans, & few lbs. of
dried beef or bacon, 4 or *, 1bs. dried peechcs, 20 lbs. dried pumpkin, 25 lbs.
seed grein, 1 gal. alcohol, 20 lbs. soap, Lor £ fieh hooks end lines, 1% 1lts.
iron or steel, a few lbs. of wrought nails, 1 or more sets of saw or grist
millirons to acompeny of 100 fewmilies, 1 good seine #nd hook for esch company,
2 ssts of pulley blocks and ropes to each compeny for crossing rivers, 25 to
100 poumds of ferming and mechanical tools, cooking utensils to consist cf
beke kettle, frying pan, cofiee pot and tea kettle, tin cups, plates, kmives
forks,spoons, and pans as few as wil} do., a good tent end furniture to each
2 ‘amilies, clotaing snd bedding to eech faw.ly, not to exceed 500 lbs., ten
extre for esch cowpany of 100 fewilies."

dritten by ner ;reat-granddeughter Margsret J. Miner
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